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S. 1. No, 43 0f2971 oL ,“ e o

FEDERAL }IIGH_:

, siIsngan, ilsrﬂwofizme 2021]

" F3 éxércise ofthe powers conferred on e bybn‘:’(f’er 57Rule3 ufﬂ:e Federal
High Court (Civil Procedure) Rules 2019,1 Jori¥ TERHE\Iﬁ?lTSOHé The Honourable,

Dlrectxons for the Federal H]oh Court fer matters pertmmng to m- arlsmg f;_-om Tax
Jisswes and for the Federal Inland Reévenue Sérw'r‘ité(FlRS) eghiiih et W&

—‘—-gif I fl .F WPELS

(1

ORDER I--OBJECTIVES AND APPUCABILITY OF TIIE PRACTICE DIR.ECTIONS
wasaed 1o ssitnl] oft e ygos )
These Practlce Dlrectlons shall— 1526 5 I R R

(a) saye to the extent or, asmay, be directed !:y rhe Hopoprable The
' Tax 1ssues before the FederaLH;gh Copn,) )8 ,-;_5 i;,.j-f,-_:;% il ynthaid |

{b) ensure effective case 'management system’and: expedltlous
-detexmznanen of Ta;x :elated ma‘ters; 36 Ei-g-,- 5161 1 S =

partles, s T , 37 L {3
(d) provide directions on appllcatlons fromiﬂlé-FIRS‘*iiﬁd-E £ 13

(e) promote the use of” electmnle filmﬂ and service systems and
proceedings in Tax related ihatters. 3 il S E R I

ORDER H—PLAC‘E 01-' CDI\«MNCEMENT

L An apphcation shall be f' led in the Judu:ia{ Dmswn from whxch a
claim emanates in conformity wr_rh th_e le Procedure Rules of the Cour{

2. Anapplication commenced in a wrong Judicial Division shall be dealt
with as provnded for in the Federal Hi gh Court (Civil Procedure) Rules.
ORDER TII—MODE OF COMCEMENT g
(FIL!NG AN APPLICATION FOR ImEmM ORDER)

1. In an apphcatlon for an- Intenm Order of Forfeltm;e on Immovable
property or Freezing of bank account (Post No. Debit), the FIRS shall filz a
Motion Ex-parte accompanied by an Affidavit setting out the facts and a
Written Address.
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2. The Motion Ex-parte shall be for the following—
(a) Interim Order of Forfeiture of Immovable property ;
() Interim Order of Freezing of bank account ;

(¢) an Ex-parte Order of Court—

() for the FIRS to have access to Tax Payer’s books, documents,
servers, billing systems, bank accounts including those stored in a
computer; in digital, magnetic, optical or electronic form,

(if) for the FIRS to have access or seal the business premises or
other known place of business ; ‘

where‘ the Tax Payer reﬁ.l_ses to willingly grant access to the FIRS.
3. The Affidavit in support of the application shall be accompanied by

any of the following documents—

(a) a'c\opy of the Notice of Assessment or the Tax Demand Notice
served on the Tax Payer.

(b) a copy of the Notice served by FIRS on Tax Payer requesting access
to the Tax Payer’s books, documents, servers, billing systems, bank accounts,
including those stored in a comiputer, in digital, magnetic, optical or électronic
form for the purpose of Tax investigation or Audit. - ;

(c) Warrant of Distraint or Warrant of Access duly executed by the
Executive Chairman of the FIRS as provided for in the Federal Inland
Revenue Service (Establishment) Act (As Amended).

(d) Brief Written Address.

4. A Judge to whom a Tax related matter has been assi gned or before

whom such matter comes shall accord priority to it.

5. The Judge—

(@) shall make an Interim Order of Forfeiture o‘f'the property to the
FIRS on behalf of the F ederal Government pending the determination of
the Motion on Notice, where the judge is satisfied that the requirements in
these Practice Directions have been complied with : :

(b) shall make an Intérim Order of Freezing of the bank account of
a defaulting Tax Payer pending the determination of the Motion on
Notice ; and - _

(¢) may make’an Order granting the FIRS leave to enter or seal the
business premises or other known place of business of thé Tax Payer,

- pending the determination of the Motion on Notice.



6. Upon the grant of the Interim Order of Forfeiture or Freezing of a

bank account by the Court— ) :

() the FIRS shall file a Motion on Notice with a Written Address within
fourteen (14) days after service of the Interim Order, seeking foran Order
Absolute for the immovable property or an Order forfeiting the assessed
amount ; and '

(b) where the FIRS finds it necessary to apply for extension of time of

_ the Interim Order zranted by the Court, it shall apply for an extension
before the expiration of the fourteen (14) days.

7. A Motion on Notice shall be supported by an Affidavit setting out the
facts thereof] exhibiting a copy of the Interim Order, Written Address and any
ofthe following documents—
(g) a Warrant of Distraint or Warrant of Access duly executed by the
Executive Chairman of the FIRS as provided for in the Act ;

(b) evidence of service of the Notice of Assessment and or the Demand
Notice on the Respondent ; and

(¢) such other document as may be directed by the Court..

8. A party on whom a Motion on Notice has been served in accordance
- with the preceding Directions, who intends to oppose the said Motion shall file
a Counter Affidavit and Written Address within fourteen (14) days of the
service of the Motion on the party.

9. Where the Respcmdent applies for extension of time, the application
shall be considered subject to Federal High Court (Civil Procedure) Rules on
Default of Appearance.

10. The e-filing provisions as contained in the Federal High Court (Civil
Procedure) Rules shall also be applicable to Tax related matters.

ORDER IV—SERVICE OF PROCESSES

1. Service of Court processes and Hearing Notices may be effected by
e-mail, WhatsApp or as may be directed by the Court and same shall be

deemed as good service.
2. The print-out of same shall be sufficient Proof of Service.

3. Time shall run in accordance with the provisions of the Federal High
Court (Civil Procedure) Rules.
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ORDER V—MODE OF ENTERING APPEARANCE + o'+ A1 i
1. ARespondent shatl within fourtebn (14 days affer the séivice of the

- Court processes mentioned in Orderlil (8) bfthede Practice Directions enter

---Appearance by deliveriiig t the Regiétrar: a Respondent’s Coviter Affidavit

Citation,

Commence-
ment.

entireappﬁ(;atlon. Rl R e TS R she DRI s Sy FHTTeY

and Written Address in support of it
2. Where theResporident is ot céﬁt%stiﬁé?ﬁgébfnIiE:i_t’féﬁ,itﬁé;‘éSpondent
S S e ST o T e Lo ninndr bl 5 ormeaniad i
shall file'an dpplication for the leave of Court to'pay into tl"_l__t;:-' designated bank
account, the Tax Debt or Liability in question'and request'the discharge of the

N LN S P Sefans snitiaid e Yoy st
*+ 3. Where a’Respondent intéfids to challenge an Afs*se_ssmq £ g_ryéd on

the respondent, shall pay half of the assessed amount in'an intérest Yielding
account of the Federal High Court, pending the determiinat

ion of the application.
43 A g asten w20 ZHTY gy e veeeniend vevilnge a7
- i+, ORDER VE—DEFAULT. OF APPEARANGE ", _ :.:,

1. Where on the day of Hearing o on the adjotrned date, the Applicant
does not appear and is not represented, the.application may.be struck out in
the interest of justice. . EOI G de B

' 2When h;{;apjali_t:a,t_igﬁ h_éé beeﬁ strack out due to Noneéppearance of
the Applicant, the Court may upon application direct the application to be re-
listed on terms. ARt e e tp et ar W a e

3. Where a Respondent fails 10 appear, upon Proof of Service, the

Applicant may proceed upon default of appearance, as provided for in the

appropriate provisions of the Federal High Court (Civil Procedure) Rules!
These Practice Directions shall be cited as F ederal High Court (Federal

inland Revenue Service) Practice Directions; 2021.

These Practice Directions shall come into effect from the 1st day of
June, 2021. i B e e

Darep this 31st day of May, 2021.

" Hon. JusTicE Jomy TERHEMB-‘\ st;{o, FICMC,
The Honourable
The Chief Judge Federal High Court of Nigeria



