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S. 1. 27 of 2009 . : \

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL (PROTECTION OF
W/\ll RSHED, MOUNTAINOUS, HILLY AND CATCHMENT
AREAS) REGULATIONS, 2009

[30th September, 2009 |

In exercise of the powers conferred on me by Section 34 of the National
Environmental Stindards and Repulations Enforcement Agency (Establishuent) Act
2007 and all other powers enabling mce in that hehalf, U Joun Opey, Minister of

- Environmentimake the following Regulations:
< Part 1
REGULATIONS ON 'this ust: 01 WATERSHED, MOUNTAINOUS, FliLLY AND
CATCIHMENT AREAS.

1.—(1)-Every land owner or occupicr, while utilising land in a watershed,
mountainous, hilly or catchmentarca shall;

() observe and respect the carrying capacity of the land ;

(b) carry out soil conscrvation measures |

(¢) carry out measures for the protection ol water catchment arcas |

(d) usc the best available environmentally friendly technologices to

“munimisce significant risks and damage (o ccological and landscape
aspects ; and

(¢) maintain adequate vegetation cover.

(2) The Agency shall, with respeet to watersheds, mountainous, hilly
and catchment arcas in a particular environment, control activitics which are

_inconsistent with good fand management practices cspecially in arcas prone
to landslides, lNoods, drought, desertification, siltation, heavy sediment logds,
lalling rocks, lires and damage by wind.

2.—(1)The Agency in conjunction with States and Local Governments
shall identily watersheds, mountainous, hilly and catchment arcas within cach
State jurisdiction and indicate those that are at risk ol degradation.
(2) A watershed, mountainous, hilly or catchment arcacis at risk from
cnvironmental degradation il':
(/) the watersheds, mountainous, hilly or catchment arcivis prone te point
and non- point pollution ;

(/1) there are unsustainable intensive irrigation practices
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(1) there is large scale deforestation and over culliv'}uion atarate faster L
than rcgencration of the vegetation and nutrient replenishment

(iv) there is overgrazing ; |

(V) itis |)l:()llc to soil crosion and looding ;

(vi) landslides havc occurred in such an arca ;

(vii) mud slides huvc_occurrc'd in such an arca ;
(viii) over-cxploitation of waler resources has occurred in such an wrca
and : '

(ix) any other land usc activity in such an arca is likely to lead (o
cnvironmental degradation.

(3) The Agency shall in collaboration with States and Local Governments
collect and collate data for the purpose of maintaining a National Databascol
waltcrshed, mountainous, hilly and catchment arcas.

Registration. 3.—(1) States and Local Governments may register walersheds,
‘mountainous, hilly and catchment arcas within such State and Tocal
Government with the Agency.

(2) The Agency shall on receeipt of the registration form as prescribed in
“the First Schedule consider and where satislicd, register the watersheds,
mountainous, hilly or catchment arca.

. / 2 : : ,
(3) The Agency shall maintain a register ol watersheds, mountainous,

hilly and catchment arcas and also indicate those that arc ynder threat from
cnvironmental degradation. |

. \ Y D

Restriction 4.—(1} A person who desires lo-—

on the usc of o )

Watersheds, (a) graze livestock |

Mouutanous (D) establish a camping or other recreational Tacility for tourist purposes
-Hilty and ‘ ' ) "

Cuchearnt ° (¢) plant or cultivate crops ;

Arcas, (d) carry oul mining activities ; or

(¢) carry out any development activity requiring an Environmental hmpi
Assessment (EIA)

in a walershed, a mountainous, hilly or calchment arca shall submil "'j |
application endorsed by the Chairman of the Local Government Area 10 the
Agcency, subject to these Regulations in the form presceribed in the Secol
Schedule to these Regulations.

(2) The Agency may, after considering, the application submitied und:l'l
sub-regulation (1) of this regulation, grant a permit in the form as |n'050"”’”|
the Third Schedule to these Regulations. 5



(3) A person granted a permit under sub-regulation (2) of this regulation,
Lo carry out an activity in watersheds, mountainous, hilly and catchment arcas
shall take such precautions as may be dirccted by the Agency including the
mcasures specified in the Third Schedule to these Regulations to prevent
cnvironmental degradation.

(4) A person who carries out any activity under sub-regulation (1) of this
regulation contrary (o the provisions ol these Regulations commits an olfence.
(8) Notwithstanding any other provisions of these Regulations any person
who disposcs of any waste in a watershed, mountainous, hilly or catchment
arca commits an offence.
S.—(1) The Agency in collaboration with relevant Federal, State and — Delineation
[.ocal Government bodies, Commuunities and other stakcholders shall cnsure  ©f Rales.

that no individual, group of persons or corporations enter into any watershed,
mountainous, hilly or catchment arca for the following activitics :

(a) logging ;

(D) dredging

(c) bush burning ;

(d) disposal of any waste ; and

(¢) any other land use such as, some agricultural practices, grazing and
mining, that may causc land degradation in such an arca.

(2) The Agency shall establish and maintain a data basc of all major

walcrsheds, mountainous, hilly or catchment arcas ol cach State.

(3) The Statc Government : _

(a) shall turnish the Agency with the particulars of all major watersheds,
mountainous, hifly or catchment arcas within the state for registration ;

(b) shall ensure that no individual or group of persons go into the major

waltcrsheds for the activities stated under sub-regulation (1) () to (¢) of
this regulation ; and

(¢) may receive application for permit and recommend same Lo the Agency
for approval.

(4) The Local Government:

(a) shall in conjunction with the Statc Government and the Agency
designate arcas to be reserved for grazing and any other activitics necessary
to conscrve the resources of arcas, threatened by degradation

() within whosc jurisdiction activitics likely to degrade the enviromment

ol major watersheds, mountainous, hilly or catchment arcas are taking place
shall inform the State Government and the Agency in writing |



Prevention
of fires.

Land use
mapping.

Alforesttion
and
Reforestition.,,

(¢) shall identify the major watersheds in respect of which written consent
and pcrmit may be issuced to carry out the activifics spcu} icd in sub-regulation
(1) of this regulation ;

() shall reeeive copics of all applications for written consent and permil

~and determine whether such applications satisly the conditions for the
issuance of such permits where recommendations could be made through
the State Government to the Agency for approval ;

(¢) shall recommend Lo the State Government, any applhicant that may
have satisticd the conditions for the issuance ol a written, consent to carry
out activitics ol which permits can be granted.

(5) Every land owner, occupicer or user whose land is situated ina

walcrshed, mountainous, hilly or catchment arca shall take measures to

() reduce water run off through the grassing of medinm and steep
slopes

(H) mulch and bund gardens on medium and steep slopes
(¢) practice agrolorestry ;

() prevent the burning of grass in arcas ol intensive agriculture or on
steep slopes ;

(¢) prevent pollution of the river, streams, lakes or other water bodies

(/) prevent the use ol harmful pesticides within the designated
walershed arcas.

6. No person shall sct fire to a forest (natural or man made) or a grassland
or a walershed, mountainous, hilly and catchment arca.

7. The Ageney in collaboration with the relevant Agency, the State and
Local Government Council shall carry out land use mapping in all watersheds.
mountainous, hilly and catchment arcas within their jurisdiction, showing the
characteristics, status, usc and any other information rclevant (o such arcis.

8.—(1) Where a watershed, mountainous, hilly or catchment arci is il
risk ol cnvironmental degradation, the Agency in collaboration with State, | ocil
Government Council and other stakcholders may issuc an order in writing 104
person or persons holding interest in fapd in the allected arca to plant tree
and other vegetation as well as take appropriate measures (o protect the arct

(2) Pursuant to any order issucd under sub-regulation (l)nl this regutatiol
the Agency shall in consultation with the person or persons, prescribe the
management plan including the species ol trees 1o be planted.

(3) Any tree planted pursuant to an order issucd under this l'ugulil“”"
shall be the property of the person or persons who planted it



. ' FLEY;

(4) Any person who contravencs any provision of an orter made under
. . . [}
. these Regulations commits an offence.

(5) Where a person on whom an order under these Regulations has been
served, Tails, neglects or refuses to take the action required by the order, the
Agency in collaboration with the State and Local Government Council may
enter the land, subject to the order and take all the necessary actions in respecl
ol the activity to which that order relates and enforee that order as deemed fir.

9.—(1) The Agency in collaboration with the State shatl restrict grazing. Graziae ol
m such watersheds, mountainous, hilly and catchment arcas that are identihied Pivestock
as threatened by environmental degradation.

(2) The'Agency in collaboration with the State and Local Government
may issuc an order prescribing the maximum number ol animals that may grize
or be permitied to graze on any particular arca of land.

(3) Any order issued under sub-regulation (2) of this regulation shall be
communicaled (o the target audience through the appropriate channel.

(4) A person shall not causc or permit any livestock belonging (o him or
under his control to graze on any walershed, mountainous, hilly or catchment
arcain respect of which there is in force an order made by the Agency pronibiting
grazing.

o

(5) A person who causes or permits any livestock belonging to him or
under his control to grize onany such wiershed, imountainous, hilly or catchiment
arca in contravention ol sub-regulation (4) ol this regulation commits an offence,

Parr Il—Miscellancous

10.—(1), Any person who contravences any. of (he provisions ol these  Offences and
Regulations : . Peniliics.
" («) may have his permit revoked ; or

(H) shall be liable upon conviction to- imprisonment of not more than one
- year or Lo a finc of not more than Two Hundred Thousand (N200, 000:00)
Naira or both.
(2) In the casc of afforestation and delorestation the violator shall be
liable on conviction o imprisonment for a term not exceeding six (6) months or
o a linc ol not less than Fifty Thousand Naira (NSO, 000:00) only or hoth.

(3) Where an oflfence is commitied by o corparate bhody, it shall on
conviction, be liable to a line not exceeding one milhan (N 000, 000:00) Nara
and an additional finc of” Fifty Thousand Naira (NSO, 000:00) for every day the
offence subsists.
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Appeals,

" nterpre-
tation.

‘

11.—(1) A person dissatisficd with the du,lxml\ of the Agencey undey
these Regulations may submit a written appeal (o the Hlonourable Minister,

(2) The Honourable Minister shall consider the uppcnl and communicye
the decision to the applicant.
Parr HH—CGENERAT,
12. |nl¢rprclulion
In these Regulations unlcss the context otherwisce requires :

“Acr™ means National Environmental Standards and Regulations Agency
(Enforcement) Act, 2007

“Agency” means National Environmental Standards and Regulations
Enforcement Agency established under section 1ol the Act :

“Agro forestry” mcans an ccologically basced natural resource
management system in which trees and animals arc intcerated in L armband
and mnvcland

‘Ap/)eal means a lm mal request (0 a higher authority demandingd -

change in or confirmation of a decision ;
“Aricdl” means a place lacking sufTicient water or rainfall :
“Bye-Law™ means a rule -mudc by local authority -

¥ |{1|I
(“(u/\'ma' Eapacity means a level of Tand use or human activity g
ihe
can be permanently accommodated without an irrevessible changt in

quality ol the Tand ; '

o vk
“Catclunent area” means arca from which rainfall fTows into d

ey it
stream, lake, reservoir or other water bodies including the tribut Wl
the entire basin draining into the water body

il
syl
“Conservation”™ mcans protection ol valued resources: the I"OLI [t
management, and carc ol natural resources lor present
generations T
e
[ y ] (1) '()' a ;
Deforestation”™ mcans unsustainable or unregulated removit
cover from an arca il
i I
ni .
“Drought” mcans an extended period of months or years whe u"" :
atet
notes a deficiency in ils water supply or when the supply of W
sustain the ccosystem ; _ Jali? =

N | [
“Lcological Stability” mcans the appearance of st 1l)ll|ly0' the' | ke ol

]l
density in relationship between the many species of organisms |
a biotic u)mmunlty ’

L
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“Ecosysten’” means plants, animals and other _org'.misms inu}mcling with
cach other and with their environment in such a way as to perpetuate them
morc or less indelinitely ;

“Environmental Degradation” mcans the deterioration ol the
environment through depletion of resources, such as air, waler, land and -
vegelation :

“Lnvironmental hnpact Assessment”™ means processes by which the
cnvironmental conscquences of a proposed project or prograinme arce
cevaluated and alternatives arc analyzed

“Flood™ means rising of a body of water and its overflowing onto normally
dry land ;

“Forest cover” mcans a plant community made up of trees and other
woody vegetation, growing more or less closcly together

“Forest Officer” means a person cmployed for forest services '

“Harmful pesticide” means hazardous chemical substance applicd to Kill
pests especially insects '

“Hilly areas™ means an arca with a natural clevation ol land of the local

. . Al . .

arca and a well defined outline higher than a rise and lower than a mountain

usually not Iess than 300metres but not up o 600 metres above the surrounding,
land ;

“Land Owner” mcans a resident who owns land and has exchisive right
onit; .

. / . .

“Landscape™ means the visible features of an arca of land, including
physical clements, such as landforms and living elecments of (lora and
fauna ;

“Landslide”™ means the movement of soil and bedrock downhill in response
o gravity ;

“Land-Use Mapping® mcans a map showing the human use to which
fand is put at a given time; categories could be pasture, natural forest,
agricultural land, waste land and so on ;

“Minister” mcans the Minister responsible for environmental matlters ;

“Mountain area” mcans an arca with steep clevation with a restricted
summid arca projecting 600 metres or more above the surrounding land |

“Occupier” means a person in occupation of any land on which there is
an activity ;

“Permir” mcans an act ol giving a formal (usually written) authorization |
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Citation.

“Protection” means keeping the. watersheds, mountainous, hilly and
catchment arcas safc from harm and destruction ol the ccosystem ;

“Siltation”™ mcans the process in which higher soil fractions are
transported into a w: werway and carried downstream 1o be de p(mlul n
low flow or sl|ll arca as silt;

“Sustainable use”™ mcans the present use which does not compromise
the right to use the same resource by future generations
!

“Vegetation™ means a general term for plant life ol g region ; the ground
cover life forms structure, spatial extent or any other specific geogriaphic
characteristic ;

“Watershed” mcans the total Tand arca that drains directly or indirectly
into a particular stream or river

“Wildlife habitar™ mcans natural arcas where non domesticated animals
find food, water and shelter

“Wise nse”™ means sustainable use ol watersheds, mountaimous, hilly and
catchnjent arcas in a way compatible with maintenance of the naturl
propettics of the ceosystem in perpetuity

“Zoning” means public regulation of land and building to control the
character of a.place;

13. These Regulations may be cited as the National Environment

(Wd(ush(,d Mountainous, Hilly and Catchment Arcas) Regulations, 2000,

X "v,'.



‘ " FIRST SCHEDULE (. .

1

l\'(',ﬂﬂ!;(ii()lt 3
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL (PROTECTION OF WATERNHEDS,
MOUNTAINOUS, HILLY ANI) CAYCHMENT 1\1{1'/\\) REGULATION, 2009,
RIE QUFSI FOR RIE GISIRAI ION OFF WATILEE RSHI: DS, MOUNTAINOUS,

' 4 HILLY AND CATCHMENT /\I\I JAS
[ hercby request for the mglsu.m(m ol :

a winershedsues vajitnl g

a mountainous arca (specify) . 5,0 1 e e e

a hilly arca (specily)

Catchmént area (specily)

(Indicate which onc is applicable) ol which particulars are given below :

Name and jddress of applicant

......................................................................................

Namc of watershed, mountainous, hilly and calchiment arca .o...ooooeeeeveoeeeceeeeeee e
(VITTAZE, LLGA, SHULE) etiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt ettt ee e e e
Extent of Watershed, mountainous, hilly and catchment arca ........... N oo e o e s S in Km-J
Purposc...ccoceeeennene, T e, mr e g o Bt e
Actlivities being carricd out in (RE AICH . ..eviii v
Nature of environmental degradation occuring or likely (0 0CCUr
Resolution of NESREA or LGA (Pleasc attach) Any other information........
Dale i,

Signaturc ........ N S ST S oo, SO

Designation or Title oo,

Official Scal

IFOR OFFICIAL USLE ONLY
Application received DY i N I ooce
Dircctor-General and CEO
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SECOND SCHEDULE |

Regulation 4(yy |

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL (PROTECTION OF WATERSIHEDS,
- MOUNTAINOUS, HILLY AND CATCHMENT AREAS) REGULATION, 2009,
© APPLICATION FOR A PERMIT TO CARRY OUT ACTIVITIES IN WATERSHEDS,
MOUNTAINOUS, THLLY AND CATCHMENT ARIEEAS
I hereby apply Tor a permit to carry out activitics in ;
a watcrshed arca (specily)
a mountainous arca (specily)
a hilly arca (specily)
Catchment arca (spccify)
Particulars arc given below ¢
Name and address of applicant ...

Location ol walershed, ihountainous, hilly and catchment arca (Village. LGA, State)

.....................................................................................................................

Estimated e span of aCliVillY. i

Proposcd arca-(in hectares) Tor 1he aCliVIlICS. .o cseneieeeeee E
WL om0
Environmental Impact Asscssment (ETA), (please attach report(s) and pcrmn(»)“‘
Federal Ministry of Environment where applicable) .o
ANY Other infOrMation..........eiveereeiereiriiies e |
L D F: | (T TP SIENALUIC oooileieiieccieceeieeeneeee 3

e |
--------------------------------------------------------------

i
.
.
.
e
.
o
e
5 v
..............................................................................

Director-General and CEEQ



THIRD SCHEDULE |

I
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

THIE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL (PROTECTION OF WATERSHEDS,
MOUNTAINOUS, HILLY AND CATCIIMENT AREAS) REGULATION, 2009.

PERMIT TO CARRY OUT ACTIVITIES IN WATERSHEDS, MOUNTAINOLUIS,
7 HHLLY AND CATCHMENT AREAS
Permit No. .
Name 0F APPHCANT oo

A U S S ittt e e ettt et e b et et et e ey a et ———————

You arc hercby permitted to carry out the following aclivitics

...........................................

...........................................................................................................................................

.....................................................

/
(Location)  StalCy.eviiiviiieriieiiineeneeireee e, | L .S POt S
This permit is granted @ valid from (date) oo 1o

The permit is subject to the conditions listed in Part 1 (4) of these Regulations.

...................................................................................................................................

................................................ Signature

................................................

Dircctor-General

Datep at Abuja this 30th day of Scptember, 2009.

M Joun Obiiy,
Honourable Minister,
Ministry of  Lnvironment



