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A iLL
Aw ACT TO AMEND THE ELECTORAL Act 1982 AND For MATTERS CONNECTED

“THEREWITH.

Sponsored by : Senator J. A. Openryi,
Egbado North-South Senatorial District,

Ogun State

[. - ]
1 BE IT ENACTED bythe National Assembly of the Federal -

2 Republic of Nigeria as follows—

3 1. Section 5 of the principal Act is hereby amended—

(a) in subsection (1) thereof by substituting for the words ‘an

Executive” the word “a”: and —

(6) in subsection (2) thereof by inserting immediately aafter the

words '‘general directionof the Commission” the:following words—

“expressed by majority vote of its members”.

2 Section 8 of the principal Actis hereby amended by adding

10 immediately after subsection (6) thereof the following new subsection—

11 “(7) Where there ‘is a gross abuseof the use ofregistration cards

12 and they are found in large quantities during or after the compilation

13. or revision of voters’ registers, in unauthorized hands, the National

14 Assembly 3in joint sessionshall, by majority vote pass a resolution,

15 six months before the dissolution of the National Assembly QF an

16 election, as the case may be, cancelling the use of registration cards

17 at any election,”
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1982 No. Electoral (Amendment)

Amendment =] 3. Section 30 of the principal Act is hereby amendedin subsectivatosection30 .
of principal 2 (1) thereof by deleting paragraph (e)Act. SP

Amendment 3 4. For seetion 49 of the principal Actthere shall be substitutedthetosection 49 :

of

principal 4 followingsection— . .

5 “Piural 49.—(1) No voter shail vote fur mure candidates than one
volng pro-
ibited . - .6 hibited ~ or record imore than onc vote in favour of any candidate, at

“7 anyone clection,

8 (2) If the number of votes cast in any polling station

9 exceeds the nuruber ofregistered votes for that polling station

10 the votes cast in that polling station shall be declared null

11 and void and another poll shall be conducted within seven ~

212 days, at that pollingstation :

13 - ’ Provided that where having regard to the number of

14 registered vuters in that polling station, the result of the.
a mo a .

i5 election in a constituency of whichthat polling station is ~

16 a part, cannotnaturallyaffect the result of the election in thar

17 constituency, the votescastfor all candidatesatthat polling

138 station shall be nullified without any further election.”

Amendment . 19 5 Section 64 of the principal Act is hereby amended: by substituting" to section 64

geprinelpal 20 for subsection(1) thereofthefollowingnew subsection—

. 21 “Q) The returning officer shail make arrangements to check the

22 number of votes ascounted under the provisions of section 62 and

23 proceed in the presence of any candidates or counting agents who wish

24

=

to be present, to count the votes ofall the polling stations within the

25 constituency at such place as the Commission may direct and when

26 commenced the counting ofthe votes shall proceed continuouslyuntil

27. . it is completed but.subject to the allowance of a reasonable time for

28 _srefreshments.”’
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1 ~~ 6. Section 65 of the principal Act is hereby amended ty deline  tune twtbiw. At
Pale tgs WFi. ; .

. 9 fp suencg |2 subsection (1) thereof. As
eg oe . eos Arseny. ¢3 7. Section 71 of the princpal Act is heretess amen ted tgeer7

. . . GE pene ral4 (2) by re-numbesing thatti ma, action The ds ated Act.

5 th) by addimg immcliatel. -fterssbee.- tien (ly there fhe fe lccc.,

6 new subzecticn-—

7 2) Where the Commticoing whether ct the Stuteo- Nenn}

8 Headquarters decides to connat and pal deta the re ultek dua. Kelth +2

9 _ by niteans of electronic mus, media, it Call peanct theatte dance t

10 watch committees of five perouns fiem each political party te be

11 present both at counting and at the announcement. t. 2 atel the

‘12 proceedings.”

13 8. In this Act— . Iniespseia-
eragePauses

14 “principal Act” mieans Ele:toral Act 19%2.

15 9. This Act may becited as the Electoral (Anendment} Act Ius3,  Dheattats.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

The purposeofthis Bill is to aniend the Electoral Aut 1962 ¢9 order *
simplify certain provisions of the Act.
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CONNECTED THEREWITH.

Sponsored by Hon. Fot.a Omipyyi,
Egba Alake Federal Constituency,

Ogun State

[ ]:
BE IT ENACTED bythe National Assembly of the Federal.

‘Republic of Nigeria as follows——.

1. Sections 2 and 3 of the principal Act are hereby amended by’

substituting for the expression ‘‘Federal Executive Council” wherever

it may occur, the word “President”.

2. Section 5 of the principal Act is hereby amended ‘by

substituting for subsection (1) thereof the following new subsection—

“(1) It shall be the duty of each Commiodity Board—

(a) to produce and market the relevant commodities ;

(b) to secure the most favourable arrangements for the purchase

and export of the relevant commodities and their products ; -

(c) to procure and distribute sufficient quantities of the

relevant commodities to meet domestic needs throughout Nigeria ;_

_(d) to export any surplus of such relevant commodities not

- required for domestic use ; and
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C 128 1982 No. Commodity Board (Amendment)

1 (e} to promote the development and rehabilitation of the

2 _ producer areas generally and to ensure that all requisite inputs

3 are madeavailable to the producers.

Amendment 4 3. For section 19 there shall be substituted the following new

ofprincipal ction -

6 “Rights of 19, Notwithstanding anything contained in’ this Act
7 vreserved”. any person engaged in the processing of any commodity—

8 (a) shall be entitled to purchase the relevant

9 commodity from any source ; |

10 - (4) shall not be obliged to sell therelevant commodity

11 - to the Board; and |

12 | (c) shal} be entiltled to sell the products derived from

13,0... ~~: the relevant commodity at any market of his choice.

Amendment 14 4. Section 26 of the principal Act is amended by inserting

ofprincipal 45 immediately after the definition cf the word “export” the following

16 new definition— |

17 “President” means President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

Interprets «18-5, Inthis Act— |
“on | 19 “principal Act” means Commodity Board Act 1977.

20 6. This Act may be cited as the Commedity Board (Amendment)Short title.

21 Act 1982.

Explanatory Mestonaspuns

This Bill seeks to harmonize the functions of the Commodity Boards
with cection 16 of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1979
and thereby protect the right of every Nigerian citizen to engage in any
economic activity outside the major sectors of the economy.
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An AcT TO AMEND THE ARMED Forces Pensions AcT 1979 aND FoR MaTTErsCONNECTED THEREWITH. | .

Sponsored by Hon. Davip AtTau,
Okpokwu East Federal Constituency,

' Benue State

Hon. F. O. Ivays,
Okpebho Federal Constituency,

Bendel State

Hon. Barpe M. Gapaxa,
Fika South Federal Constituency,

Borno State

How. Musa Gammo, 4 .
Kabo Federal Constituency,

Kano State

AND

Hon. Umar Sanig,
Kumbotso Federal Constituency,

Kano State

[ J
i BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal

Republic of Nigeria asfullows— | |

: i, Section1 of the principal Actis hereby amended in subsection (1)

theseot--

a eslon ;

2

3

4 .

5 (a) by cubstituting for the full stop at the end of that cubsestisn,
6

7 (6) by inserting iramediately after that cubzection the following

& proviso—
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1. “Provided that if a new salary structure for the armed forces

2 of the Federation is at any time approved, the pension paid to a

3 pensioner under this Act, shall forthwith be adjusted from the

4 - ‘effective date of the new salary structure so that his new'rate of .

5 pension from that date shall be re-computed on the basis ofthe

6 terminal pay to which he would have been entitled if he had retired

7 after the approval of the new salary structure,” ; and —

8 ” (c) by adding immediately after subsection (3) thereof the following

9 new subsection— a

10. _“(4) The gratuity to which an officer is entitled under this Act

11 shall be paid to him on the date of his retirement and where the

12 payment of such gratuity or up to 50% thereof,is delayed, the

13 period during which the said payment is delayed shall count in

14 full as qualifying service and the gratuity and pension of such

15 _ officer shall be re-computed to take into éecount the period during

. 16 which the said payment is delayed. ;

Amendment 17-2, Section 6 of the principal Act is hereby amended by substituting |

ofp.rincipal” 18 for subsection (2) thereof the following new subsection—

- 19 “2) A pension granted under this Act shall not be less than the

20 nationalminimum wageprescribed by law.”

Interpreta- | 21 3. In this Act— _

22 “principal Act” means Armed Forces Pensions Act 1979,

Short title. 23 4. This Act may be cited as the Armed Forces Pensions

24 (Amendment) Act 1982.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks to make: provisions for the atitomatic adjustment of
_ pensions vis-a-vis increases of salaries for the armed forces and to enable

_ pensioners from the armed forces receive notless than the amountofnational
wage as minimum pension.
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-FOR- .
ANAcT To AMEND THE FepErat, HicHwAYsACT AND FOR MATTERS CONNECTEDTHEREWITH.

Sponsored by Hon. D. M. ONWUZULIKE,
_ Aguata Northwest Federal Constituency,
- 4 _ Anambra State

AND

~ Hon, Ataajt MunammanuA, T. Wana,
Waje{Nasarawa Federal Constituency,

- Kano State

[ ] Commeace-
. ment.

1 BE IT ENACTEDbythe National Assembly of the Federal

2 Republic of Nigeria as follows— |

3 1, Section 1 of the Federal Highways Act 1971is hereby amended Amendment_ / to Section 1.
in subsection (2) (6) thereofby deleting the expression “and maintenance”, 1971No.4.

4

§ 2. This Act may be cited as the Federal Highways (Amendment) Short title.
6 Act 1982, |

EXPLaNatory Mremoranpum

‘The purpose of this Bill is to enable the establishment of Government .agencies such as the proposed Federal Highways Authority to undertakeon a permanent and continuing basis, the maintenance offederal highways.



NIGERIANINTERNAL TELECOMMUNICATIO:
AUTHORITY BILL, 1982

Clause ;

Part I—EsrapiisHment oF THE
AUTHorITY

1. Establishment andfunctions ot
the Authority ~

2, Buard of Directors of the Autho-ity, :
3. Director-General, Secretary and

other staff of the Authority.
4. Assets of the Authority,

Part 1i—Powers or THe
UTHORITY, ETC.

5. General functions of the Autho-
rity. :

6. Particular functions of the Autho-
rity.

7. Continuity in the supply of
services, :

8. Land vested in the Authority.
9. Rates and scales of charges for

telecommunication services.
10. Powers of the Minister in relation

to the activities ofthe Authority,
11. Borrowing powers.
12, Fundsof the Authority,
13. Investment of surplus funds.

14,

16.

Part III—InspecroraTe
- Department

Inspectorate Department of the
Authority.

Appointment of Head of the
Inspectorate, ete.

Part IV—Spscrat Powers
Control of other telecommunica-

tion undertakings.  

ARRANGEMENT OF CLAUSES

17.

18,

19,

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

a

Power of the Authority to
disconnect on failure to pay
arrears, etc.

Provision as to work which
involves damage oralteration
to telecommunieation works.

Power to enter land for certain
purposes,

Notice of intention to enter land
. to lay cableor construct tele-
communicationsfacility.

Part V—MiscELLangous AND
SUPPLEMENTAL

Compensation for damage, ete.

Private installations,
Restriction on the grant of

licences under 1961 No. 31.

Exemption of agreement for the
supply of telecommunication
services from stamp duties,

Main

—
_

transmissions systems
excluded from rates,

Authoritynot otherwise exempted
fromtax, : —

Limitation as to
contracts,

Regulation of public access to
Authority’s premises.

Power to make regulation.
Interpretation.
Short title and commencement.

award of

SCHEDULE

Supplementary Provisions
Relating to the Authority.
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An Act TO Provipe FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NIGERIA INTERNAL
‘TELECOMMUNICATIONS AUTHORITY ; TO TRANSFER TO IT CERTAIN PROPERTY
AND STAFF OF THE Department OF Posts AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS;AND FOR Purposes CONNECTED THEREWITH. °

Sponsored by Hon. Mixe Ucwu,
Udi Federal Constituency, Anambra State

[ . J

1 BE IT ENACTED bythe National Assembly of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria as follows:— |

Part I—EsTABLISHMENT OF THE AUTHORITY
. 1.—(1) Thereis hereby established an Authority to be known as the

Act referred to as “the Authority”) and it shall be the duty of the

Y
A

wi
e
w

pv

Authority as from the vesting date to administer, plan, provide and

8 operate internal telecommunication services for all parts of the Federa-

9 tion in an efficient, co-ordinated; economical and profitable manner,

| 10. @) The Authority shall bea bodycorporate with perpetual succes-

11 sion and a commonseal andshall, subject to the provisions of this Act,

12 have ‘the poser to hold. land and all movable and immovable property

13. vested in it under or pursuant to this Act and may, subject to the

14 provisions ‘of this Act or of any other enactment, grant, demise,

15 alienate or otherwise dispose of same.

16 (3) The Authority shall have power to sue and be sued in its

17 corporate name,

Nigerian Internal Telecommunications. Authority (hereinafter in this.

Cc 135
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2—(1) The affairs of the Authority shall be conducted by @ Board.

of Directors of the Authority (hereinafter in this Act referred to as

“the Board”) and the Board shall accordingly be responsible for the

determination of the overall policyof the Authority and in particular

’ for the financial, economic and operational programmes ofthe Authority

and for ensuring the implementation of such policies and programmes, .

(2) The Board shall consist of a Chairman to be appointed by the

President and the following other members, that is—

(5) the Director-General ofthe Authority ; ;

(c) the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry chargedwith responsi-

bilityfortheAuthority ; and - Oo

(2) five other persons appointed by the President who by reason of

any requisite ability, experience and specialised knowledge, have

special skills that will be useful andwill enable them to make effective

contributions to the work of the Authority.

-(3) Subject to this Act, 2 member of the Board who is not an

ex officio member shall, unless he previously relinquishes his member-

ship on the Board— :

(a) hold office for three yeas on such terms as may be specified in

his letter of appointment ; and

(5) be eligible for re-appointment for a further term of three years,

but shall vacate his office atthe expiration of a period of six years.

(4) Members of the Board, other than ex officio members, shall be

paid out of moneys at the disposal of the Board such remuneration and

allowances as the Minister may, with the approval of the President, |

determine.
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(5) The provisionsof the Schedule to this Act shall apply in relation

“to the proceedings of the Board and the other matters mentioned therein.

3-—(1) There shall be appointed by the President, a chief executive

officer of the Authority, who shall be knownas the Director-General,

and who. shall be responsible for the execution of the policy of the
. Authority and the day to day runningofthe affairs ofthe Authority.

(2) The Board may, subject to subsection (3) of this section,

appoint a Secretary to the Board who shall not be a member ofthe

Director-
General -
Secretary
and other
staff ofthe
Authority.

Board, and whoshall keep the records and conduct the correspondence

of the Board and perform such other duties of a similar nature as the

Board may from time to time'direct.

(3) The Board shall, subject to the provisions of this Act, have

power— ° .

(a) to appoint such other. employees of the Authority as it may

determine ; |

(5) to payits employees such remuneration and allowances

as the Board may with the approval of the Minister determine ; and

(c) as regards employee whoareeligible therefor to pay to or in

respect of themsuch pensionsand gratuities or to provide andmaintain

, for them such superannuation scheme (whether contributory or not)

as the Board maydetermine.

_ (4) Subject to this Act, the transitional and supplemental provisions

relating to. employees of the Authority set out inPart HI of the

Schedule to this Act shall apply accordingly. |

4.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, all property (including

Government Quarters nowbeing occupied by the officers of the Depart-

ment otPosts and Telecommunieations)rights, Habilities andobligations

relating to telecommunications which immediately before the vesting

- Assets ef the
Authority.
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1

2

date were property,rights, liabilities and obligations of a body to whom

this Act applies shall, without furtherassurance, vest in the Authority.

(2) Subject to the provisionsofthis section—

(2) transmission systems, exchanges, lines and ancillary works,

and any property, assets, powers, rights and privileges held by the

body or enjoyed in connection therewith or appertaining thereto;

(6) all property, rights, liabilities and obligations relating to telecom-

munications under agreements to which any body to whom this Act

applies were a party immediately before the vesting date whether

in writing or notand whether or not of such a nature as rights and

- obligations thereunder could be assigned by the body ; and

(c) all investments and cash relating to telecommunications of such

body andall rights andliabilities thereof,

shall vest in the Authority.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this Act, every agreement to which

subsection (2) (c) above relates shall, uuless its terms or subject-matter _

make it impossible that it should have effect as modified in amanner

provided by this subsection, have effect as from the vesting date, as

if— a
' (a) the Authority had been apartyto theagreement;

(5) for any reference (however worded and whether express or

implied) to the body there were substituted, as respects anything

failing to be done on orafter the vesting date, a reference to the

Authority ;

(c) for any reference (however worded, and whether express or

implied)to, or to any partof,or to any sum determined by reference

to, any profits or receipts of the undertaking of the body orany part

of that undertaking there were substituted, as respects profits or
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receipts arising on or after the vesting date, a reference to, or to the

“corresponding part of, or to a sum similarly determined by reference

to, an estimate ofwhat those profits or receipts would have been for the

vesting of the undertaking or part thereof, in the Authority;

(a) for any reference: (however worded andwhether express or

implied) to any memberof the kady there were substituted, as respect

anything falling to be done on orafter the vesting date, a reference

to such person as the Authority may direct or authorise ;

(e) for any reference (however worded and whether express or

implied) to any officer of the body there were substituted, as respects

anything falling to be done on or after the vesting date, 2 reference

to such person as the Authority may appoint or in.default of appoint-

ment, to the officer of the Authority who corresponds as nearly as

may be to the first mentioned officer; | .

(f) in the case of an agreementfor the rendering of personalcervices ~

to the body, the services to which the agreement relates were, on and

after the vesting date, any services under the Authority to be selected

bv that Authority which are reasonably equivalent cervices ; and.

-(g) save as provided byparagraphs (c), (d), (€) and (f) of this sub-

section, for any reference (however worded and whether expres ar

implied) to the undertaking of the body or anvpartof that undertaking

or to the area supply by the body:or anypart of that area there were

substituted, as respects anything falling to be done on orafter the

vesting date, a reference to so much of the business carried on by the

Authority as correspondends to the undertaking or part of the under-

taking of the bedy, or as the case may be, a reference to the area

constituting the said area of supply or part thereof immediately

before the vesting date.
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(4) Any other documents, not being enactments which refer .

whetherspecifically or generally, to any such body,shall be construed in

accordance. with the provisionsof the last foregoing subsection, so far as

applicable.

.- (5) Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing provision -

of this section, where, by the operation of any of. the said provisions,

- any right, liability or obligation vests in the Authority, the Authority

and all other persons shall, as from the vesting date, have the same

rights, powers and remedies (and in particular the same rights as to the

taking or resisting of legal proceedings or the making or resisting of

applications to any authority) for ascertaining, perfecting 0or enforcing

that right, liability or obligation as they would have hadif it had at all

times been a right, liability or obligation of the Authority and any legal

proceedings or applications to any authority pending«on the vesting

date by or against the body, in 30 far as they relate to any property.

right, liability or obligation vested in the Authority by virtue of this Act,

or to any agreemenit of document which has effect in accordance with

subsection (3) or subsection (4) of this section, or any other enactment

shali be continued by or against theJAuthority to the exclusion of the

f

body. . ts

(6) Notwithstanding anything in this section—

(a) where any agreement provides for the borrowing of money by

any such body or the raising of money by the issue ofsecurities of

| any such body and the money has not been borrowed or raised before

the vesting date, no right, liability or obligation under the agreement

shall be transferred to the Authority ;
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Nigerian Internal Telecommunications Authority 1982 No.

(5) no right, liability or obligation under any agreement for the
renderingby any person of services to any such body as a member of

the body (other than a member whois charged with the management
of the body whose functions’aie substantially those of an employee)

shall be transferred to the Authority,’ except anyliability in respect

of fees earned or expenses incurred before the vesting date.

(7) If the lawin force at the place where any assets vesting in the

Authority under this Actis situated provides for the-registration of the .

‘title of the assets of the kind inquestion, the law Shall, so far asit provides

for alterations of a register, apply with necessary modifications to the

vesting of the assets in the Authority, and it shall be the duty of the

Board to furnish such particulars as may be necessary to the proper

officer of the authority which is charged with the duty ofregistering the

assets, and of thatofficerto register thetitle of the Authority accordingly,

without payment of any fee. _

Part Il—Powzrs or THE AUTHORITY,ETC.

5.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Authority shall be

charged with the duty of—

19 (4) managing, maintaining and working the telecommunication
systems which are vested in the Authority under this Act ;

(6) establishing, managing and working ouch telecommunication

systems as the Authority may deem it expedientto. establish in the

public interest;

(c) providing telecommunication services and promoting economic

and efficient telecommunication services and supply at reasonable

pricesto subsscribers;

(2) generally engaging in activities thatwill enhance the telecommu-

nication systemsandservices in‘the overall iinterest of Nigeria.

C 141
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(2) In connection with the discharge ofits duties under sub-

section (1) above theAuthority shall have power — ~

(2) to’ provide telecommunication services and supply to subscribers

in any part of Nigeria and shall for such purposes have and be subject

to all rights, powers, obligations and duties conferred or imposed by

the Wireless Telegraphy Act 1961 ;

(6) to construct, reconstruct, maintain and operate telephone

exchanges, externalplant networks, subscriber installations, domestic |

satellite systems, radio systems, aerostat balloon systems, coaxial cable

systems on, above or below the ground or through water and all

other ancillary facilities, buildings and works necessary for carrying

outits duties under this Act ;

(c) with the approval of the Minister, to provide telecommunication
services in Nigeria in partnership with other personsor to take shares

in any companyincorporated for the purposesofproviding telecommu-

nication services in Nigeria ;

(2) with the approval of, and in such manner as maybe authorised

bythe Minister, to enter into agreements with ay person, authority .

or government department established for the production of tele-

communication services in the countries bordering on and near to

Nigeria for the purchase, sale or interchange of telecommunication

services ;

wo to make regulations regarding the standard of equipmentto be

used with the telecommunication services supplied by the Authority ;
(f) to prescribe the general conditions for installation and wiring

of buildings for its services 3

_ (g) to do anything which in its opinion is calculated to facilitate the
carrying on ofits duties under this Act.
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y 6.—(1) In addition to the duties specified under the foregoing

provisions of this Act, the Authority may carry on-all or any of the

following particular functions— . |

(a) the manufacture or manufacture in joint undertaking with

reputable telecommunicatiuns enterprise of any plant, equipment: and

2

3

4

5

6 materials required for the running of the telecommunication services ;

7 (6) the maintenance of shops and showroomsfor the display, sale

8 and hire of telecommunication equipmentof ali kinds. _

9 (2) All charges made by the Authority for the sale orletting on hire

10 of telephone ortelex lines,fittings, apparatus or appliancesshall be fixed

11 at such rates that the revenue derived by the Authority fromsuch sale

12 and such letting on hire shall not be less thanthe expenditure incurred

13° in or about such sale and letting on hire including the cost of providing

“140 or manufacturing such telephone or telex lines, fittings, apparatus

1§ orappliances, "

16 (3) The Authority shall make regulations regarding the technical

17 -specifications of equipment,fittings, apparatus or-appliances to be used _

18 in conjunction with its services.

19° (4) All telecommunication lines, fittings, apparatus and appliances

20 provided or let on hire by the Authority on a subscriber's premises

21 shall be deemed to form partof the undertakings of the Authority.

22 7—(1) Land vested in the Authority by. virtue of this Act or
23 otherwise shall not be liable to be acquired compulsorily under any

24 enactment, and notwithstanding anything in any other enactment, no

25 mining operations shall- be carried on, in or under any land vested in -

26° the Authority or any land over which the Authority is entitled to right

8 of support for the benefit of land so vested, except with the prior

28 consent in writing of the Minister.

Particular
functions
of the
Authority,

Land vested
in the
Authority.

5
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1964 No. 1.

Continuity

in the supply
ofservices,
1961 No, 31

(2) Any personwho suffers loss by reason of the provisions of.

subsection (1) aboverelating to mining operations shall—

(2) be paid adequate compensation’ ‘by the Authority in respect

_ of the loss ; and .

(0) be entitled to refer any question as to his interest in the.subject-

“matter of the loss and as to the amount of any compensation payable

in pursuance of this subsection for determination by the Federal
_ High Court. |

(3) This section binds the State for the purpose of section 9 ‘of.
the Interpretation Act 1964 and for the purpose of this subsection

“the State” means the Governmentofthe Federation or the Government

of any State in the Federation.

8—(1) The Authority shall maintain continuity in the provision
oftelecommunicationservices as requiredbythe Wireless and Telegraphy
Act 1961 and any regulations made thereunder:

. Provided that the Authority shall have the ‘Sight to suspend che
‘ supply of telecommunication service for such Periods as mayv be
necessary for carrying out inspection, tests or repairs and for the

making of new connections, .
(2) The Authorityshall in no case be under any obligation to pay for

damage or compensation for loss, damage or inconvenience caused to
any subscriber through any suspension, failure, discontinuance or

whole or partial interruption of the supply to any telecommunication
services howsoever caused,

9—{1) The rates and scales of charges for telecommunication
services shall be submitted by the Authority for the approval ofthe
Minister, notwithstanding that the rates and scales aforesaid are the
subject of an agreement between the Authority and any subscriber, -
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(6) the establishment and working of new tlecommuncation

facilities ;
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1 (2) Subject to the provisions of subsection (1), all charges for

2 telecommunication services provided to subscribers and for.services

3 rendered by the Authority shall be fixed at such rates and on such.

4 scales that the revenue derived in any year from such scales and services

5 together with its revenue in such year from other sources, will be

_ 6 sufficient as nearly as may be, to pay—

7 (a) all salaries, working expenses and other out-goings of the

8 Authority poner to income in that year ;

9 (2) ‘the payments failing to be made in such year by the Authority in

10 _— respect of the interest on or repayment of the principal under this

11 Act; |
12-0 . (¢) any sums providing for the redemption of stock issued by the

13. Authority under thisAct ; and |

14 | (d) such sims as the Authority may think proper to set aside in - -

15 that year for a reserve fund, extensions, renewals, depreciation, loans

‘16 and other like purposes. ;

17 —s (3) The charges under this section may,if the Authority thinks fit,

18 be fixed at different rates and scales for different categories of sub-

19 scribers. .

20: 10,—(1) Subject as otherwise provided under section 16 of this Powers of
. the Minister
21 Act, the Minister may, after consultation with the Authority, give to inrelationto

22 the Authority such directions of a general character as_ appear to the Quthosity,

23 Minister to, be requisite in thenational interest and ina particular,

directions 23to—

25 (2) the expansion of existing telecommunication_facilities and ~

26 ancillary works ;

27
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(6) the rendering of services and the supply of telecommunication

services to any Government department ; and

(dj the creationand applicationof a general reserve notwithstanding

that these directions may be of a specific character and thee Authority

- shall give effect to such directions, ,

(2) The Authority shall afford the _Minister every” necessary

facility for obtaining information with respect to the property and

activities of the Authority and shall furnish him with returns, copies

of any minutes, accounts and other information with respect thereto |

and afford him facility for the verification of information furnished in

such a manner and at such time as he may require. -

(3) In this section the reference to a Government department

includes the Governmentof a State or any department of that-Govern-

“ment.

11) The Authority may, with the approval of the Minister,

borrow by way of loan from any source any moneys required by the

Authority for meeting its obligations and discharging the functions of

the Authority under this Act.

(2)Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1) of this

section, the Authority may from time to time and subject as aforesaid

borrow money or raise capital by the issue of debenture stock upon

such terms touching the issue, transfer, interest andredemption as may

be so approved for ail or any of the following purposes—

(a) the provision of working capital ;

(6) the fulfilling of the functions of the Authority under this Act ;

(c) the redemptionofany stock which the Authorityare ‘required or

entitled to redeem ;
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(2) any other expenditure properly chargeable to capital account,
(3) The Government may guarantee, in such manner and on such

conditions as it may think fit, the redemption or repayment of, and the
payment of any: interest on, any debenture stock issued by or any

temporary loan raised by the Authority.

12,~(1) The Authority shall keep proper accounts and proper

records in relation thereto, and shall prepare in respect of each financial
‘year a statement of accounts in such form as the Minister may direct,

being a form which shall conform with the best commercial standards,

(2) TheAuthority shall not later than three months after the end
of the financial year the end ofthe financial year to which the accounts
relate causeits accounts to beaudited,

(3) The auditors shall, on the completion of the audit of the

accounts of the. Authority for each financial year, prepare and submit

to the Authority reports setting out—

‘() general observations and recommendations of theauditors on

the financial affairs ofthe Authority for the year and on any important

matterswhichtheauditors desire to bring tothenotice oftheAuthority ;

and
(6) detailed observations and recommendations of the auditors on

all aspects of the operations of the Authority for that year.
(4) The Authority shall Maintain a fund which shall consist of—

(2) such moneys as may‘from time to time be provided by the
Government of the Federation for thepurposes of this Act by: way -

of grants or loans as the case may be ;; and a

(5) such moneys as may be received by the Authority in the course
of itsoperations or in relation to the exercise by the Authority of any

of its functions underthis Act,

C147

Funds of the
Authority,



 

C 148 1982 No. Nigerian Internal Telecommunications Authority

1 and from such fund there shall be defrayed all expenses incurred
2 by the Board ; and the Board shall submit to the Minister not later —

3 than 3 months before the end of each financial year, estimates ofits

4 expenditure and income (which shall exclude payments to the Board

5 out of moneys provided by the Government of the Federation relating

6 tothe next following financial year.

7 (5) The funds of the Authority for any financial year shall be

8 applied in defraying the following charges—

9 (a) the remuneration,fees and allowances of the members of the

10 Board;

11 (0) the salaries, fees, remuneration, pensions, superannuation allow-

12 ances or gratuities of the employees, agents and other persons -

13s acting under the directive of the Authority ;;

14 (c) working and establishment expenses and expenditure on, or

15 provision for, the maintenance and renewal of any of the facilities

16 of the Authority and-the discharge of the functions of the Authority

17 Properly chargeable to revenue account;

18 (d) interest on any stock issued, or any temporary loan raised, by _

19 the Authority ; and

20 (€) sums required to be transferred to a sinking fund or otherwise

21 set aside for the purpose of making provision for the redemption of

22 debenture stock or the repayment of other borrowed moneys,

23 (6) The balance of such fundsshall be applied,to the creation of a

24 general reserve and such other reserves as may be sanctioned by the

25

26

Minister.

(7) Without prejudice to the generality of section 9 (2) above, it
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shall be the duty of the Authority toPrepare and submit tto the Minister
not later than4 months after the end of each financial year a report which

shall be in such form as the Minister maydirect and shall relate to the
activities of the Authority during the immediately preceding financial
year. -

(8) Thereport shall include a copy of the audited accounts of the
Authority for that year and a copyof the auditor’s report on the accounts,

and such report shall bé presented to the Governmentofthe Federation
. by the Minister as soon as maybeafter the receipt thereof.

13. The Minister may, with the approval of theGovernmentofthe
Federation, issueto the Board suchdirectivesa he maythink necessary
as to the disposal of any surplus fundsof the Authority, and subject to

any such directives, the Authority may invest its funds and maintain a

general reserve.

Part III—Inspectorate DEPARTMENT

14.—(1) There shall be established a department of the Authority

to be known as Postal Services Inspectorate Department which shall,
subject to the other provisions of this section, be an integral part of the
Authority.

of the powers conferred upon the Minister by this Act or,any other

enactment as he may deem necessary and in particular but without

prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, responsibility for the

following matters, that is—

(2) issuing permits or licences for all activities connected with

telecommunication works ;; . .
(5) investigating by members of the public of misconduct by

employees of the Authority ; |

(2) The Ministermay delegate to» the head of the Department such

Investment
of surplus

s.

Inspectorate

of the
Authority.
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‘29.

(c) carrying out such other functions of a similar nature as above as

the Minister may direct from timeto time. _

(3) In the exercise ofthe powers conferred upon the head &the

Department under this Act, he shall not be subject to the direction or.

control of any other person or authority in the Authority except the

‘ Minister.

(4) The Departmentshall not exercise any commercial functions in

respectof any activities of the Authority.

15.—(1) There shall be appointed by the Authority with the prior

approval ofthe Minister a person to be the head ofthe Departmentto be

_known by such designation as the Minister may determine.

(2) There shall be appointed by the Authority such other employees

as may be necessary to assist the head of the Departmentin theefficient |

discharge of the functions conferred on him under or pursuant to this-  ~

Act.

Part IV—SprciaL Powers

16.—(1) If so requested by the Minister, the Authority shall .

supervise, manage or take over any telecommunication undertaking un-

der the supervision and managementofany relevant Government depart-

ment subject to— | | |

(a) payment of compensation in appropriate cases;

(6) paymentofall expenses involved in the supervision, management.

or taking over of such undertaking ; and-

(c) such additional charges as could be agreed upon between the.

parties or as may be specified by the Minister. | |

(2) The reference in this section to “any relevant Government

department” is a reference to any department of a Government in the

Federation, corporation or any other body, immediately beforecoming

into operation of this Act, not being a body to whom this Act applies,

oo
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17.—(1) Whenever any subscriber who has beenprovided with

telecommunication services by the Authorityfails to pay the charges due

from him, the Authority shall be entitled to disconnect the services and_

recover the arrears from him,

(2) Any person whose services shall be discontinued‘ under sub-

‘section (1) of this section shall not be entitled to any oftheservices.

rendered by the Authority until the arrears are fully discharged and any

relevant penalties shall have been paid.

 18.—(1) Where any work proposed to be done inthe execution

of an authorised undertaking involves or is likely to involve an alter-

ation either temporarily or permanently in any telecommunication .

works, and provision is not otherwise made by enactment, agreement or

otherwise with respectto such alteration or to giving notice to the

Authority thereof or to the expenses of or incidental thereto, the

following provisions of this Act shall apply, that is to say—

(a) any person wishing to undertake or execute such work shall

_ give tothe authorised officer notless than seven ormore thanfourteen

" days previous notice of the time and place at which the work will

be begun and the nature of the alteration required ;

(5) before the expiration of fourteen days after the notice is given

anauthorised officer may give the persona counter-notice either

stating his intention himself to make, or requiring the person to make

under the supervision andto thesatisfaction of any authorised officer, ©

- such alteration in the telecommunication works as he deems necessary

or expedient to be made in consequence of the proposed work ;

(c) if thé authorised officer by his counternotice states thatit is the

intention of the Authority to make such alteration, it shall be lawful

for such authorised officer to makethe same, and the person shall

Power of the
Authority to
disconnect

- on failure to
pay arrears,
etc,

Provision as
to work
which
involves
damage or
alteration to
telecom-
munication
works,.
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1 pay to the Authority all the expenses incurred by authorised officer —

(2 of-and incidental thereto, and the amount of any loss or damage

3 sustained by him in consequence thereof *:

4 (d) if the Authority requires the person to make such alteration,

5 it shall issue a certificate in that behalf to the undertakers or their

6 agents to pay the Authority all the expenses incurred by him of and

7 incidenial to such supervision, also the amount of any loss or damage

8 sustained by him in consequence of the alteration ; |

9 (c) if the Authority fails to give a counternotice,or if having under-

10 taken to make the alteration, the Authority should fail to make within

11 a reasonable time the alteration, the person concerned may make .

12 the alteration to reasonable satisfaction of the Authority ; |

13 (f) if any person fails to serve on the Authority such notice as is

14 required by this section with respect to any work, or begin to dothe

15 . work specified in a notice served under this section before the expira-

16 tion.of seven days after the notice is given, ‘such person sall_be .

17 guilty of an offence under this Act and liable— -

18 (a) in the case of an individual toa fine of 8500 ortwelve

19 months imprisonment ; | :

20 (6) in the case of a body corporate to a fine of 2€20,000. :

21 —_——~Provided, that nothing in this section shall subject any person to a

22 fine for omitting to comply with any requirements of the Authority,

23 or for executing without previous notice any work if they satisfy the

24 court having congnizance of the case that any such’ requirement was

25 unreasonable or that the immediate execution of the work was required —

26 to avoid an accident, or otherwise was a work of emergency, and that

27 they forthwith served -on the Authority or the office of the Authority
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1 nearestto the place where the work was done a notice of the execution

2 thereof, stating the reason for executing the same without previous

3 notice.

4 (2) In this section, the words “authorised officer” shall include
5 the Director-General, any employee of the Authority and agents ofthé ~

6 Authority.

7 “Person” includes contractors, sub-contractors, agents and any

8 Ministry or department of the Governmentof the Federation (not being

9 any department for which the Minister has responsibility) or a State or

10 Local Government Council or any other public body established by.

11. or pursuant to any enactment or law orany other lawful authority
12 whatsoever.

13 19, Where anyperson destroys or injures any telecommunication Compensa-
, . tion andfine

14 works of the Authority, such person shall be liable to pay to the for injury to
munication

15 Authority two hundred per cent of the original value of the equip- theA of ‘
and tor16 ment damaged : interruption

; to telecom-
.

>
° i ti -17 Provided that a person shall not be liable to pay compensation rks. ””

18 under the Criminal Justice (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1975.
, a s ee . , * ° te19 20.—(1) Subject to the provisionsof subsection (4) ofthis section, Powerto4

- . for certain
20 the Authority may byits employees or agents with all necessary workmen Purpose.

21 and other servants enter fromtime to time on any landsfor all or any

22 ofthe following purposes_

23 (a) the surveying and taking of levels; ;

2440 (6) the construction, placing, maintenance, examination, repair,

25 alteration, or removal of any telephone ortelex or main transmission

line ; |26
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(c) the cutting and removal underneath or near, oron each side of

| any proposed.or existing cable or other telecommunication or main

transmission line ofall such trees and underwood as may interfere

or be likely to interfere with the construction or proper working or

any suchcablefacility ; —

(d) attaching to any wall, house or other building any bracket of

other suitable fixture required for the carrying or support oftelephone

pole or cable or any other telecommunication equipment;

(e) any other work connected with the supply of telecommunication

- services. .

(2) The Authority shallwhen practicable give notice tothe occupier

of any land on whichitis intended to enter.

(3) Forall or any of the purposes aforesaid such employees, agents

workmen or other servants may remain on any such land for such

reasonable time and executeand doall such work and things as may

be necessary. . To

(4) The Authority shall not construct, place, maintain, examine,

repair, alter, or remove any cableor other telecommunication facilities

under,in, upon, over, along, or across any land, road, building, embank-

ment, dock, harbour or pierunderthe control of a departmentofGovern-

mentorother public authority without the prior approval of the head

of the department or of suchpublic authority concerned.

(5) Any cable or main transmission system placed across or over

any road shall be placed so as not to interfere with passage along such

road, and the Authority shall make good any road opened or broken

upfor the purposes referred to in subsection (1) ofthis sectich.

“
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21.—(1)Before laying a new cable or constructing other tele-

communication facility across any land or attaching any fixture to any

building the Authority shall when practicable-serve on the occupier of’

suchland or building such notice as may be prescribed by the Minister _

and which shall be in writing giving a description of the natureofthe line

or fixture and the manner in whichit is intended to be constructed or

attached, .

| (2) If within30 days after the service of such Noticethe occupier

fails to lodge an objection with the Authority in writing to the work

specified in the notice, the Authority a proceed with that work.

(3) If within 30 days after the service of such notice the occupier

lodges an objection with the Authority in writing to the work specified

in the notice, such work shall not be undertaken by the Authority

unless and until the Authority has obtained the approval in writing ofthe

Minister, - |

(4) If the owner of any land or buildingon which a cable
or other telecommunication facility or fixture hasbeen constructed

or attached requires the position of such cable orfacility to be altered,

the Minister, if satisfied that the requirements of such owner are such

as to warrantthealteration of the position of the cableor fixture, may

by notice in writing require the Authority to alter the position of such

cable orfixture subject to conditions which,failing agreement between

the parties, may be prescribed by the Minister, and unless the Minister

decides to the contrary the cost_of such alteration shall be paid to the

Authority by the person requiring the alteration and the Authority

shall not be compelled to carryoutthealteration until the paymentofthe

cost thereof has been secured to it,

Notice of
intention to
enter land to
lay cable or
construct
telecommu-

facility.
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~ 1 Part V—MisceLLANEOus AnD SUPPLEMENTAL

Compensa- 2 22.—(1) In the exercise of the powers conferredby section 17 of
ion for,

damage etc. , .
8 ' 3. this Act, the Authority, its employees and agents shall do as little damage

| 4 asmay be andtheAuthority shall pay compensationforany damage done

5 to any buildings, crops or economictrees.

6 (2) In the case of a dispute as to the amount of compensation

7 payable, the sameshall be determined by a magistrate exercisingjurisdic-

8 tion in the place wherethelandis situate or the Federal High Court. ~

Private | 9 23.—(1) A person who wishes the Authority to extend any ofits
installations. -- . .

10 services outside an exchange area shall, subject to the approval of the

11 Authority, bear the cost of such installation and any other charges

12 the Authority may impose.

13 (2) If any dispute or question arises between any person and the

14 Authority as to the amount of such charges such dispute or question

15 shall bedeterminedin thefirst instance by the Ministeror, ifthe Minister.

16 thinks fit by an arbitrator appointed by him.

Restriction 17 24. Notwithstanding any of the provisions of the Wireless Tele-
. on the grant
of licences . ‘ . ;
under1961. 18 graph Act 1961, no licence shall, on or after the vesting date, be granted

_ No. 31.; ao '

: ' 19 underthe provisions ofthesaidActto any personother than the Authority

20 unless.notice ofthe particularsofthe application for such licence has been

21 given to the Authority and except withthe prior approval of the Minister. -

Exemption of 22 25. Transmission systems shall be deemed to be goods, wares or
agreement , oe

only of .23 merchandise for the purposes of the exemption numbered (3) under

telecommu- oo. ‘ neo ; an
nication 24 the heading “Agreemient of any Memorandum of an Agreement’
services: _-

fromstamp 25 contained in the Schedule to the Stamp Duties Act.
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26.—(1) The exchanges, cable network and transmission systems

of the Authority with their ancillary equipment and plant shall not be

regarded as hereditaments or tenements to be valued for rating purposes.

. (2) In this section, “transmission system” includes radio system,
—

‘satellite communication- systems, aerostat balloon systems, cable

systems, overhead lines and similar installations used - for trans-

mitting, conveying or distributing telecommunication traffic from

one telephone exchange to another or to a private branch exchange

and similar installations but does notinclude residential buildings.

27. Save as is provided in sections 25 and 26of this Act, nothingin

this Act shall be deemed to exempt the Authority from liability for any

tax, duty, rate, levy or other charge whatsoever, whethergeneralorlocal.

28. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or any other

enactment or law to the contrary, any contract relating to any project

shall be awarded in accordance with such directions and . guidelines as

may be issued by the President from time to time.

29.—(1) The Authority may, with the approval of the Minister,

make by-laws— |

C3) prohibiting or restricting the access of members of the public

to any premises vested in, occupied by or under the control of the

Authority ; , |

(b) regulating the hours during which, the means whereby, the

purposes for which andthe conditions subject to which members ofthe

public or any class of members of the public may have access to or

egress from any such premises or part thereof;

(c) for ensuring the maintenance of good order and discipline

amongst members of the public at any time when upon any such

premises ;

Main
transmission
systems

excluded
‘from rates.

Authority
not otherwise |
exempted
from tax.

Limitation
as to award
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Regulation
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Authority's
premises,
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1 (d) prohibiting or restricting the use to which land over, underneath

2 or near which cables or transmission systems run, and for preventing

3 - the unauthorised or improper use of or the wilful. or negligent

4 occasioning of injury to any property owned, vested in, occupied

5 by or underthecontrol of the Authority.

6 (2) Regulations made under theprovisions of this section shall not

7 come into force until they have been approved by the Minister and

8 published in such manner as he shall direct,

9 (3) Regulations made under this section may provide that for the

10 contravention of such regulations there may be imposed on the convic-

- 11 tion of any person for any such contravention a fine not exceeding

12 2,000 or in default of payment thereof imprisonment for a term not

13 exceeding twelve months. .

14 ~— (4). For the puposes of this section members of the Board and

15 employees of the Authority shall not be deemed to be members ofthe

16 public. . ~

17 (5) In this section “premises” includes telephone exchanges,

18 lands, plants and ancillary works. |

Power to 19 30. The Minister may make regulations for all or any of the follow-
regulations. 99 ing— :

2 (a) prescribing the general conditions under which telecommunica- -

22 tion services shall be supplied or discontinued to consumers;

23 (6) prescribing the general conditions ofsale or letting on hire

24 oftelecommunication equipmentof all kinds ;

25 (c) prescribing the form ofand conditions to be contained in and the

26 method of service of any notice required or authorised under this

27 Act ;
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by the Minister by an Order published in the Gazette.

SCHEDULE Section 2

PaRT I_-Proceepincs

(which provides for decisions of a statutory body to be taken by a majority of
its members and for the person presiding to have a second or casting vote)
the Board may make standing orders regulating the proceedings of the
Board or any committee thereof, especially as regards—

(a) the holding of meetings;

(5) notice to be givenof such meetings and proceedings thereat ;; .
(c) the keeping of minutes, and the custody, productionand inspection

of such minutes ; and

C 159

1 (2) prescribing any fee or anything which is to be ‘prescribed

2 generally and for the better. carrying out of the Purposes‘and provisions

of this Act.

4 31. In this Act, unless the- context otherwise: requires— Interpreta-

5 “the Authority” means the Nigerian Internal Telecommunications fon.

6 Authority established by section 1 of this Act ; |

7 “the Board” means the Board of Directors appointed pursuant to

8 section 2 of this Act;.

9 “functions” includes powers and duties ;

10 “the Minister” means the Minister charged with responsibility for

the Authority.

12 . “vesting day” means the day appointed for the coming into force

13 ofthis Act pursuantto section 32(3) thereof.;

14 —(1) This Act maybecited as theNigerian Internal Telecom- Short title.

15 -munications Authority Act 1982. |

16 (2) Referencesinthis Act to body affected by this Act are references

17 to the branch of the Department of Post and Telecommunications

18 hereby reconstituted by this Act into the Authority.

19 (3) This Act shall come into force on such day as may be appointed

20

1. Subject to this Act andsection 26 of the Interpretation Act 1964 - |
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(d) the opening, keeping, closing and auditing of accounts.

2. Every meeting of the Board shall be presided over by the Chairman
or, if the Chairman is unable to attend any particular meeting, by another
member appointed by themembers presentat themeeting to act as Chairman
for that particular meeting.

3. The quorum at a meeting of the Board shall be the Chairman (or, -
in an appropriate case, the person appointed to act as Chairman under
paragraph 2 above) and three other members one of whom is not an ex-
officio member.

4. Where standing orders made under paragraph 1 of this.Schedule
provide for the Board to co-opt persons who are not members of fhe Board
such persons may advise the Board on any matter referred to them by the
Board,butshall not be entitled to vote at a meeting ofthe Board.

5. With the approval of the Minister, the Board may make regulations
providing for—

(a) the grant of pensions, gratuities and other retiring allowances and
benefits to its employees and their,dependants, -and the grantof gratuities
to the estates, or dependants ofits deceased employees ; and ,

(6) the establishment and maintenanceof medical benefit funds,
superannuation funds and provident funds and the contributions payable
thereto and the benefits receivable therefrom.

6. The Authority shall have a commonseal andtheaffixing of the seal
shall be authenticated by the signatures of the-Chairman or some other
member of the Board authorised, either generally or specially, by the Board
to act for that purpose, and of the Secretary or some person authorised either
generallyor specially by the Board to act for that purpose ; and every
documentpurporting to be an orderor other instrumentissued by the Board
andto seal with the seal of theAuthority authenticated in the mannerprovided
by this paragraph, or to be signed by the Secretary, shall be received in
evidence and be deemed to be such order or instrument without further —
proof, unless the contrary is shown.

7. Any contract orinstrument which, if made or executed by any person
“not being a body corporate would not be required to be under seal, may
bemade or executed on behalf of the Authority by any person generally
or especially authorised to act for that purposebythe Board,

8. Thevalidity of any proceedings of the Board shall not be affected—~
(a) by any vacancy in the membership of the Board, or _
(5) by any defect in the appointment of a member of the Board, or
(c) by reason thata person notentitled to do so took part in the proceed-

ings of the Board.

_ Part Il—Dury or Mempers—DIsc.osure oF INTEREST

_9. A member of the Board who has any interest in any company or
concern with which the Board proposes to make any contract or arrangement
shall disclose to the Board the fact of such interest and the nature thereof,
and such disclosure shall be recorded in the minutes of the Board, and such
‘membershalltake no part in any deliberation or decision of the Board relating
to such contract or arrangement.
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10, Every person appointed to be a member ofthe Board shall within
three monthsafter his appointment absolutelysell and dispose ofall shares
inany telecommunicationbusiness which he shall at the time of his appoint-
ment own or be interested in for his ownbenefit, and if any shares in any
such business shall come to orvest in amember ofthe Board by will orsucces-
sion for his own benefit, he shall within three months after the same have
so come to or vested in him, absolutely sell and dispose of the sameorhis
interest therein. : |

11. A memberof the Board shall not, while he holds thatoffice, purchase,
take or becomeinterested in-or for his own benefit anyshares in any telecom-

_ munication business.

12, Any memberofthe Board whoshallretain, purchase, take or become
interested inany shares in any telecommunication business in contravention
of this section shall be disqualified from and be deemed to have vacated his
office-as such member. " ~

13, In this section, the expression “shares in any telecommunication
business” includes any stock, shares, debentures, debenture stock, bonds,
or other securities of any company engaged in telecommunication business
or the manufacture of or wholesale orretail dealing in telecommunication
equipment, materials or fittings and includes any shares cr interest in any~
undertaking similarly engaged.

Part ITJ—EmpLoyeks OF THE AUTHORITY, ETC.

14, Employees of a body to whom this Act applies who, on thevesting
date, are on the establishedstaff of such body shall be deemied to be seconded
for such period as may be specified by the Board by an instrument addressed
to the said officer or servant from the service of the-body in question to the
service of the Authority subject to such limitation as regards periods of
service as may be provided bytheir existing terms of service in that body.

15. The Board shall within the period specified in such instrumentoffer
to each employee whois then in the service of the body, employment by the
Authority on such terms and conditions as the Authority shall determine.

16. No such employee shall be offered employment by the Authority
upon terms and conditions generally less favourable than those enjoyed by
the employee at the date of such offer.

17. If the Board thinks it expedient that any vacancy in the staff of the
Authority should befilled by a person holding office in anyof the public
service in the Federation, it shall inform the relevant Civil Service Commis-
sion or other appropriate body to that effect and thereafter the Board
may fill the vacancy by way ofsecondmentortransfer.

18. Where a memberofany of the public services of the Federation is
seconded under paragraph 17 above, he shall be notified of the terms and
conditions of the secondment ; and the secondmentshall bewithout prejudice
-to any pension rights which, but for the secondment, would accrue to him.
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19. A person seconded under paragraph 17 of this Part may elect to be
transferred to the staff ofthe Authority, in which case anypreviousservice in
any ofthepublic services as aforesaid shall count as service for thepurposes of
any pension subsequently payable by the Authority.

20. The Board may with the approval of the Minister make rules and
| regulations for matters connected with the foregoing, and alsoinrelation to
the appointment, promotion and discipline ofthe employee ofthe Authority.

21. Within the twelvemonths next after the making of this Act the
“Minister, if he thinks fit, may by order in the Gazette make additional
transitional or saving provisions for the better carrying out ofthe objectives
of this Schedule,

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM ~~

TheBill hives off the telecommunications section of theDepartmentof
Posts and Telecommunications to constitute an authority to be knownas the
Nigerian Internal Telecommunications Authority arid confers upon it the
duty to administer, plan, provide and operate internal telecommunication
services forall parts ofthe Federation in an efficient, co-ordinated, economical
and profitable manner. In addition to the general duties of the Authority,
theAuthoritymaycarryon all or anyofthe followingparticularfunctions— _

(a) the manufacture or manufacture in joint undertaking with any repu-
table telecommunication enterprise of any plant, equipment and materials
required for therunningofthetelecommunicationservices ;

(6) the maintenance of shops and showrooms for the display, sale and —
hireoftelecommunicationequipmentofallkinds. _

The Bill also provides that theaffairs ofthe Authority shall be conducted
bya BoardofDirectorsoftheAuthoritywhichshallaccordinglyberesponsible
for the determination of the overall policy ofthe Authority and in particular
for the financial, economic and operational programmes of the Authority -
and for ensuring the implementation of such policies and programmes.
The Board shall consist of a Chairman to be appointed by the President and
the following other members, that is— ot

(2) the General Manager, Nigerian External Telecommunications

(5) the Director-General of the Authority ;

_(c) the PermanentSecretary ofthe Ministry charged with responsibility
for the Authority ; and

(d)five other persons appointed by the Presidentwho by reason ofany
requisite ability, experience and specialised knowledge, have special skills __
that will be useful and will enable them to make effective contributions to
the workoftheAuthority.

Provisions are made for the appointment of a Director-General, a Secre-
taryto the Board and otherstaffofthe Authority. The Bill confers upon the
General Manager the responsibility for the execution of the policy of the
Authority and the day to day running ofthe affairs oftheAuthority.

The Bill also provides for the transfer ofthe staff, assets andliabilities of
theDepartment ofPosts andTelecommunications of the Ministry ofCommu-
nications in so far as they relate to Telecommunications Services to the new
Authoritytobe established pursuantto the provisions ofthe Bill.
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AUTHORITY THE TRANSFER THERETO OF CERTAIN STAFF ASSETS AND LABILITIES OF THE AUTHORITY OF Posts AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND
FORPURPOSES CONNECTED THEREWITH.

Sponsored by Hox, Mixe Uewe,
Udi Federal Constituency, Anambra State

{ - . ]

BE IT ENACTEDby the National’ Assembly of | the Federal

Republic of Nigeria as follows :—- - \

Part 1—Esrasuisnnent OF THE NIGERIAN Pos7aL .

. SERVICES AUTHORITY, ETC.

1.—{1) There is hereby established a quasi-commercial Authority
in the Ministry of Communications to be known as the Nigerian Postal
Services Authority (hereinafter in this Act referred to as “the Autho-
rity”) which under that name shall be a body corporate with perpetual

succession and a common seal and may sue and be sued in its corporate
name, oy

- ~(2) It ‘shall be the duty of the Authority as from the vesting date

to develop and maintain efficient, co-ordinated and economic postal
services for the Federation and to arrange and exchange mails with

foreign postal administrationsinaccordancewith internationalregulations.
(3) The provisions of the Schedule to this Act shall apply in

relation to the proceedings of the Board and the other matters therein

mentioned.

2.—{1) There is hereby established 2 body to be known as the

management Board of the Nigerian Postal Services Authority herein-

after inthis Act referred to the “Board? which shall.
consist of a Chairman to be appointed by the President andthefolfo-

Wing other members, that is—

'(@) the Director-Generalofthe Authority ;

C 165
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1 (6) the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Communications or his

Z representative ; and -.

3 (c) 5 other persons to be appointed by the President being persons

4 whoby reason of their ability, experience or specialised knowledge of

" .5 postal services or of business or professional attainments are capable

6 ofmaking useful contributions to thework of the Authority. |
7 r¢3) Subject to any general or special guidelines issued to the Board

| 8 in that behalf by the Minister, the Board shall be responsible for—

9 (G) determining thefinancial and operational programmes of the |

16 Authority and for ensuring implementation ofsuch ‘Programmes ;; |

11 (6) advising the Minister on the discharge of the function of the

12 Authority under this Act and or such other matters as may be

13 referred to it from timeto time by the Minister; .
14 (c) the discharge of any other function vested in it under the other

15 provisions of this Act ; and |

16 (d) carrying out such otheractivities as are necessary or expedient

17, for the full dischargeofits functions under orpursuantto this Act.

Tenure of 18 3.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, a person appointed

19 to be a memberof the Board of the Authority, not-being an ex-officio

member, shall hold office for a period of three years fromthe date of

his appointment andshall be aa for re-appointment for one further

period of three years.

(2)Any member, not being an ex-officio member, may resign his

appointment bya letteraddressed to the’Minister.

(3) Membersofthe Board, not being ex-officio members, shall be

paid such remuneration and allowances as the President may from

time to time determine.
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1G)If it appears to. the Minister that a member of the Board.
2 should be removed from office on the ground of misconduct orinability |

3 to perform the functions of his office, the Minister shall make a

4 recommendation to that effect to the President and if the President

‘5 approves the recommendation, the Minister may declare, in writing,
6 the office of that member vacant,
7 4.—{1) Without prejudice tothe power ofthe Minister to iEsue Power offhe

. / . {inister

| -& guidelines to the Board pursuant to section 2 (2) ofthis Act, the Mini- aieins
te9 ster may give theBoard directions of a general character or relatic:x Authority.

10 generally to particular matters (but not toany individualor «case) with

11 regard to the exercise by the Authority ofits fanctionsunder this Act

12 andit shall be the dutyof the Board to comply with suchdirections or
13 cause them to be complied with.

14

-

. §.(1) There shall be a Director-General of the Authority who TheDirec,

15 shall be appointed by the President. ; Authority.

16 (2) Subject to the general control of the Minister and subject

17 thereto, of the Board, the Director-General shall be the chief executive ,

“18. officer of the Authority and shall be responsible for the execution ofthe |
19 policy of the Authorityand the day-to-day running of the affairs of |
20 the Authority. ;
21 6.—(1) The Board may appoint anyfit and proper persons on appointment

of other
22 permanerit, temporary or contract basis as employees of the Authority a
23 as it may consider necessary.

24. (2) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1) of this

25 section, the Board may appoint persons as employeesof the Authority

.26 either by wayoftransfer or secondmentfrom anyofthe publicservices

27 in the Federation or otherwise howsoever asit considers necessary.

28 7%—{(1) It is hereby declared that service in the Authority shal] Pensions,

29 be approved service for the purposes of the Pensions Act 1979 and, 1979No 102.

30 accordingly, officers and other persons employed in the Authority
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shall in respect oftheir service in the Authority be entitled to pensions,

gratuities and other retirement benefits as are prescribed thereunder, s0

however that nothing in this Act shall prevent the appointment of a

person to any office on terms which preclude the grant of a pension and

gratuity in respect of that office.

(2) For the purposes ofthe application of the provisions of the

Pensions Act 1979, any power exercisable thereunder by a Minister or

other authority of theGovernment of the Federation (not being power

to make regulations under section 23thereof) are hereby vested in and

shall be exercisable by the Board and not by any other person or

authority. | -

8—(1) The Authority shall have thé exclusive - privilege of

conveying all letters from one place to another between which postal

communication shall be established under this Act.

-(2) The Authority shall have the exclusive privilege ofperforming

all the incidental, services ofreceiving, collecting, sending,despatching

and delivering all letters from any one place to another between

which such postal communication shall be established.

(3) The Authority shall have the exclusive privilege of issuing

“postal orders and money orders on a commission basis and any

other financial instrument as may from timeto time be approved by

the President.

(4) The Authority shall also take on desirable agency services

on commission for the Federal Ministry of Finance in respect of

Federal Savings Bank and collection of custom duties on incoming

overseasparcels and anyother agencyservices approvedbytheMinister.
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VESTING OF PROPERTY AND Assets

9.—(1) Subject to the provisions ofthis Act, all property, including

Government quarters nowbeing occupied by the officers of the Autho-

rity of Posts and Telecommunications and all rights, liabilities and

obligations in so far as they exclusively relateto postalservices which

immediately before the vesting datewere property, rights, liabilities and

obligations of a body to whom this Act applies shall on that dayvest or |

. be deemed tohave vested by virtue of this Act and without any futher

assurance in the Authority.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this section— _

(2) post offices, lands and ancillary worksand any property, ©

assets, powers, ‘rights and privileges held by the body or enjoyed in

connection therewithor appertainingthereto ;

(6) all property relating to postal services rights, liabilities and

obligations under agreements to which any body to whom this. Act

applied was a party immediately before the vesting date whether

in writing or not and whether or not of such a natureas rights and

obligations thereunder could be assigned by the body ; and -

(c) all investments and cash -telating to postal servicesof such

bodyandall rights and lHtabilities thereof ;

shall vest in the Authority. mo

(3) Subject to the provisionsof this Act, every agreement to which

subsection (2) (c) above relates shall, unlessits terms or subject-matter

~ makeit impossible that it should have effect as modified in the manner

provided by this subsection, have effect as from the vesting date as if-—

(2) the Authority hadbeen a party to the agreement;

(6) for any reference (howsoever wordedand whether express or _

implied) to the body there were substituted, as respects anything

Vesting of
property and
assets
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1 falling to be done on orafter the vesting date, a reference to the

2 Authority; | OO
3 (c) for any reference (howsoever worded and whether express or

4 implied) to, or to any part of, or to any sum determined by reference

5 to, ary profits or receipts of the postal undertaking of the body or

6 ; any part of that undertaking there were substituted, as respects

7 profits or receipte arising on or after the vesting date, a reference to,

8 or to the corresponding part of, or to a sum similarly determined

9 by reference,to, an estimate of what those profits or receipts would

10 have been for thevesting ofthe undertaking or part thereof in the

“11 Authority ; a
12 - . (d) for any reference (howsoever worded and whether express or .

13° implied) to any member of the body there were substituted, as

14 respects anythingfalling tobe done on or after the vesting date, a

15 reference to such person as the Authority may direct or authorise ; |

16 (e) for any reference (howsoeves worded and whether express or

17 implied) to any officer of the body there were substituted, as respects |

18 anything falling to be done on orafter the vesting date, a reference

19 ‘to such person as the Authority may appoint or, in default of

. 20 appointment, to the officer of the Authority who corresponds as

21 nearly as may be to the first mentioned officer ; |

22 | (f) in the caseof an agreementforthe rendering of personalservices

‘23 to the body, the services to. which the agreement relates were,

24 on and after the vesting date, any sesvices under the Authority
25 which are reasonably equivalent services ; and lo, L

26 (g) save as provided by the last foregoing paragraphs, for any

27 reference (howsoever worded and whether express or implied) to the
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undertaking of the body or any part of that undertaking or to the

area of supply of the body or any part of that area there were sub-

stituted, as respectsanything falling to bedoneon orafter the vesting

date, a referencetoso much of the businesscarried on bythe Authority

as corresponds to the undertaking or part of the undertaking of

the body or, as thecase may be, a referenceto the area constituting

the said area of supply or part thereof immediately before the vesting
date. /

(4) Other documents, not being enactments, which refer_whether

specifically or generally, to any such body, shall be construed in accord-

ance with the provisions of the last foregoing subsection, so far as

applicable. | .

(5) Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing provisions

of this section, where by the. operation of anyof the said provisions,

any right, liability or obligation vested in the Authority by virtue

of this Act or to any agreement or documentwhich has effect in accord-

ance with subsection (3) or subsection (4) of this section or any other

enactment shall be continued by or against the Authority to the

exclusion of the body.

(3) Notwithstanding anything iin this ssection—

(a) where any agreement provides for the issue ofsecurities of any .

such body. and the money has not been borrowed or raised

before the vesting date, all rights, liabilities or obligations under

the agreement shall be transferred to the Authority ;

" @) no right, liability or obligation underany agreement for the

rendering by any person of serviceto any such body as a member of

the body (other than a memberwho is charged with the management

of the body whose functions are substantially those of an employee)
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Inspectorate
Department

Authority.

shall be transferred to the Authority, except any liability in respect

_ Of fees earned or expenses incurred before the vesting date.

| (7) Hf the lawin force at the place where any assets vesting in the

Authority under this Act is situated provides for the registration of

the title of the assets of the kind in question the law.shall, so far as it

provides for alterations of a register,apply with necessary modifications

to the vestingof tthe assets in the Authority and it shall be the duty 7

of the Director-General to furnish such particulars -as may be

necessary to the properofficer of the authority which is charged with the

duty of registering the assets and of that officer to register thetitle of the

Authority accordingly without payment of any fee. | —

| (8) Subject to the provisions of this Act, a body to whom this Act

applies shall be dissolved or be deemed to have been dissolved on the

vesting date, | |

Part II—Inspecroratg DEPARTMENT .

10.—(1) There ‘shall be established a division of the Authority

to be known as Postal Services Inspectorate Department which shail,

subject to the other provisionsofthis section, be an integral part of the

Authority. :

(2) TheMinister maydelegate tothe head ofthe Departmentsuchof

thepowers conferred upon the Minister by this Act or any other enact-

mentas he may deem necessary and in particular but without prejudice

to the generality of the foregoing, responsibility for the following

matters, that is—

(a) issuing permits or licences for all activities connected with

postal services works ;

(7) investigating by members. of the public of misconduct by

* employees of the Authority ;
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(c) carryingout such other-functions of a similar nature as above as

the ‘Minister may direct from timeto time. 1

(3) In the exercise of the powers conferred upon the head ofthe

Department underthis Act, he shall not be subject to the direction or

control of any other person or authority in the Authority except the

Minister. — -, |

(4) The Departmentshall not exercise any commercial functions in

respect of any activities of the Authority.

11.(1) There shall be appointed by the Authority with the

prior approval of the Minister a person to be the head ofthe Department: - rite, eta,

‘to be known by such designation as the Minister may determine.

(2) There shall be appointed by the Authority such other

employees as may be necessary to assist the headofthe Departmentiin the

efficient discharge“of the functions conferred on him under or pursuant

to this Act.

Parr ITI.—EsTasLisHMENT oF Post OFFICES

12.(1) All postal. establishments heretofore establishediin Nigeria

shall be deemed to be established under this Act.

(2) The Authority may establish post offices, sub-post offices

-and postal agencies at such places as it thinks fit and discontinue any

such post offices, sub-post offices and postal agencies,

13. The Authority may establish postal communications between

places in Nigeria and between Nigeria and other countries.

14,—(1) The Authority may provide receiving boxes for the

deposit of postal articles and shall cause the boxes to be cleared as often

as public convenience reasonablyrequires. -

: (2) The Authority may also provide private mail bags, private

letter boxes, sub-post offices and postal agencies for delivery of mails.

Appointment
of Head cf
the Inspecto-
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offices.

Postal
communica
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‘Receiving
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privilegeand 1 15. The exclusive privilege of conveying letters conferred upon the

cP" ~—-2._ Authority by subsection (2) of section 1 of this Act shall not extend to—
3 (2) letters sent by a private friend, without hire or reward, on his

4.way, journey or travel, so as such letters be delivered to the party to

5 whomthey shall be directed ; . | |

6 (b) letters sent by a messenger concerning or connected with the

| 7 - private affair or business of the sender or receiver thereof;

3. (¢) commissions or returns thereofand affidavits and writs, processes

9 orproceedings orreturns thereof, issuing out ofa court of justice ;

10- (d) letters of merchant, owners of vessels of merchandise or the

11 cargoor loading therein sent by such vessels or by any person employed_ :

12. by such owners for the carriage ofsuch letter according to their

13 respective directions and delivered to the respective persons to

14 whom ‘they shall be directed,withoutpaying or receiving hire, re- .

15 ward advantages or profit for the same in any manner howsoever a

16 (e) letters concerning goods or merchandise sent by persons known

17 - ascommoncarriers, to be delivered with the goods which such letters

18 concern without hire or reward or other profit or advantage for

19 ~ receivingor delivering such letters : |

20 Provided that nothing herein contained shall authorise any

21 — person to make : collection of such excepted letters for the purpose of

22 sending them in themanner hereby authorise.

Specialvom. 23 16. The following persons are expressly forbidden to carry a letter

24 or to receive or collect or deliver a letter and shall not receive hire or .

25 reward for thesame— .

26 (2) commoncarriers, excepta letter. concerning goods which. they

27 are conveying ;
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() officers of the Authority, except in the discharge of their duties ;

© owners, masters or commanders of vessels ssiling or passing

coastwise or otherwise between ports or places in Nigeria, except in

" respect of letters concerning goods on board orletters belonging to

the owners of such vessels or letters carried for the Authority ;

(¢) passengers, members of the crew or other persons on board

anysuch vessel as is mentioned in paragraph (c)above ;  - .

(e) the owners of or members of the crew or others on board a

vessel passing orrepassing on a river, lagoon or navigable canal in

Nigeria with which’ postal communication has not been established

or with respect to letters carried for the Authority.

17. If any person, not authorised by or in pursuance of this Act,

does any of the following things, namely, sends or causes to be sent,

or tenders or delivers in order to be sent or conveys or performs any

-service incidental to conveying, otherwise than by post, any letter not

excepted from the. exclusive privilege of the Authority or makes a

collection of those excepted lettersfor the purpose of conveying or

‘sendingthemeitherby post or otherwise, he shall be guilty ofan offence

under this Act and shall be liable on ‘conviction to a fine of 8200 or

6 months imprisonmentor to bothsuch fine and imprisonment.

18.—(1) No letters, unless exempted bylaw,shallbe conveyed into

or out of Nigeria from or to any place betweenwhich any Nigerian postal

communications are established or be deliveredor be distributed ia

Nigeria otherwise than byor through thepast.

(2) A person who contravenes the provisions of subsection of this

sectionshall be guilty of an offence andshall— _ .

(a) in the case of an individual be liable to a fine of 200;

Offence and
penalty,

Restriction
on con-

- Veyance of
letters excep: -
by Post,
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(5) in the case of a body corporate beliable toa fine ofnot less than

232,000. .

Exception 19.—(1) The Authority. shall not incur anyliability by reason

loss, mis-
delivery,
delay or

1

2

3 .

liability for 4 of the loss, mis-delivery or delay of or damage to any postal article in

5 courseoftransmission by post,
damage, ; beat

6 (2) No officer of the Authority shall incur any. liability.by reason |

7 of any suchloss, mis-delivery, delay- or damage, unless that person has
a

8 knowingly caused the same fraudulently or maliciously or by ‘wilful

9 actor default.

Power to 10 20. The Board subject to the approval of the Minister, may
fix rates. =

11 determine the rates to’ be charged for the transmission, registration

12 "and insurance of the different descriptions of postal articles and com-

13 “missions to be charged on postal orders and mosey orders by the

14 Authority. |
Issue of . .
sens 15. 21,—(1) The Authority may cause to be provided stamps,.

Ausbority, 16 postal orders and money orders, stamped envelopes, stamped wrappers

17 and envelopes for registered postal matter and postal cards of all kinds

18 and the Authority shall have the exclusive privilege of issuing.the

19 same ; Provided that the Minister may appoint persons to retailthesame

20 under such conditions as regards remuneration and otherwise a3 may be

21 prescribed, a
22 = (2) Any person soappointed who shall sell anysuch stamp, enve-

23 lope, wrapper or postal card at a Price other than that fixed by the

24 Authority shall be guilty of an offence and shall on conviction be

25 Hiable—

26 (a) iin the case of an individual to a fine of 4100 or three 1months

27 imprisonment or to both such fine and iimprisonment;
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26

27

(6)in the case of a body corporate to a fineof notless than 1,000.

22.—(1) The President may, by notice in the Gazette, exempt any

person or class or body of persons from the payment of postage for

. the. transmission within Nigeria by the Authority ‘of any postal

article or class ofpostalarticles,

(2) Any exemption granted under the provisions of subsection

(1) of this section shall be subject to such conditions or limitations as

the President may think fit to impose and may be for a specified period

or otherwise.

- 23. Except where special arrangements for payment are made,

all postage imposed under this Act shall be paid by means of stamps,

which shall be affixed before posting to all postal articles liable to such

postage to the amountofthe rates of postage payablethereon.

24, If any postal articles shall be underpaid with stamps or shall

“not have any stamps thereon, the same shall be liable to double the

unpaid or underpaid postage as the case mayoe and such double

postageshall bepaid by the person to whom such postal article may

be addressed or on his behalf, unless he or such person shall refuse to

receive the same, in which case such double postage maybe recovered

from the person sending such postal article, if he is in Nigeria. _

25. When any article is delivered to the Authority and has

thereby become liable to postage and evidence is adduced tothe satisfac-

tion of the Authority that such article has been delivered to the Authority

‘by mistake, any authorised officer may cause such article to be

opened in the presence of another officer of the Authority and may

return the same without charge to the person interested, unless such

article.contains any letter or manuscriptliable to postage, in which case

Power to
exempt from
paymentof
postage. -

Payment of
postage.

Sarc
fori .
ciently

’ articles,

Articles
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1 the said authorised officer shall retain the article until the full rate of .

2 postal upon suchletter or manuscript has been paid thereon.

Recovery of 3  — 26, All postage imposed by or under this Act may be sued for

dues. 4 and recovered with full costs of suit before any court on the complaint

5 of anyofficer of the Authorityin charge of a. postoffice,

Fostne 6 27. In every proceeding for the recovery of any postage or other | -
facie 7 sum alleged to be due under this Act in respect of a postal article—

8 (a) the production of a postal article having thereon the official

9 . mark of the Authority denotingthat the article has been refused

10 or unclaimed or that the addressee is dead or cannot be found,

11 shall be primafacie evidence of the fact so denoted ; and

12 (5) the person from whom thepostal article purports to have come -
13 shall, until the contrary is proved, be-deemedto be the sender thereof.

Evidencepf 4 28, The official mark on a postal article denoting that any postage

posnage- 15 or other sum is due in respect thereof to the Authority of Nigeria

16 or of any foreign country shall be prima facie evidence that the sum .

17 denoted as aforesaidisdue,

Powerwo 18 29. Any mail bag may be detained or opened under the written

beg.mail 19 authority of the Director-General | |

Prohibition 20 30.—(1) After any postal: article has been delivered to the post

crployeer_ 21 office, noPerson employed by or under the Authority shall, except

toopenor : 22 as otherwise prescribed, open or return the same to any person or

article, 23 procure or suffer the same to be opened or returned unless heiis

24 authorised to do so by express warrant in writing under the handofthe

25 Director. .

26 (2) Any person found guilty of an offence underthis section shall

27 on conviction be liable to a fine of 8500 or imprisonment for one year
28 or to both such fine and imprisonment,
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1 31. The Director-General may, in the interests of justice or in any (peningand
2 individual circumstance which appears to him to warrant such a course, Poles.
3 grant warrants for the opening or returning of any specified postal articles,

4 32,—(1) On the occurrence of any public emergency or in the ofabtion
5 interest of public safety or tranquillity, the Director-General may, by | orneea
6 order in‘writing, direct that any postalarticle or class or description of
7 postalarticles shall be intercepted or detained,or shall be delivered to any
8 officer of the Government mentioned in the order to be disposed of in
9 such manner as the Director-General maydirect.

10 . (2) If any doubt arises as to the existence of a public emergency
11 or as to whether any act done under the last preceding subsection was

12 itrthe interest of public safety or tranquillity a certificate signed by the
13° Minister charged with responsibility for matters relating to public
14 safety and public ordershall be conclusive proof on the point,

15 33. Anyofficer in charge of a post office may detain any postal Towerto
16 | article which has been posted contrary to the provisions of this Act and article,
17 deal with the same in such manner asmay be prescribed.
18 34.—(1) If the officer in charge of a postoffice has reason to believe fowerto
19° that any postal article contains goods in respect of which an offence is fnicle in
20 being committed oris being attempted to be committed orifheis reques- . whichan
21 ted to do so by a police officer not below the prescribed rank, he shall conitted,
22 require by notice in writing, the attendance of such postal article or of
23 some agent deputed in writing by such ‘addressee andofthe person,if
24 any, who made the request or of his agent deputedin writing and such
25 postal article shall then be opened by the addressee or his agent in the

26 presence of an officer of the Department deputed for the purpose by the
27 Director-General and of any other person named orreferred to in the

‘notice whoattends, |
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- (2) Ifthe addressee or his agent fails to attend in pursuance ofthe -

notice or refuses to open the article the same shall be opened by the

officer of the Authority in the presence of any of the persons named.

or referred to in the notice who attends. .

~ G) In all cases a postal article, after being opened under this

section, shall be delivered to the addressee unless it is required for the

purpose of any further proceedings under this or any other Act for

the time being in force. |

35,—(1) The officer in charge of a post office may detain and

withhold from delivery any postal article bearing or containing any -

fictitious postage stamp or purporting to be prepaid with any postage”

stamp whichhas been previously usedto prepa
y the postage onany other

postal article or for the paymentofany revenue, dutyor tax. .

(2) Any postalarticle detained under this section shallbedealt with

as the Director-General shall in such case direct, but shall not be deli- -

yered to the addressee without a direction to that effect, nor until such

addressee shall have given such information with regard to the name and

address of the sender and such otherparticulars as the Director-General

may require.

36,—(1) The Minister may’determine the rates of. gratuities tobe

paid to‘the carriers, owners or agents of vessels, not being Government

or contract vessels, for the conveyance of mail bags and postalarticles

generally or in particular cases. 4

(2) Before payment is made the Director-General may require the

master of any vessel to produce

a

certificate from the post office of desti-

nation that such articles have been duly received from him.
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1 (3) No gratuity shall be payable—

2 (2) for a second or subsequent transmission of any mail bags or
3 postal articles when such second or subsequent transmission is in
4

—

the same vessel as the first transmission orin vessel having the same
5 __ owneroragentas the yessel offirst transmission ; - :
6 (5)for the transmission ofany mail bags or postal articles to be
7 delivered to an officer of the Authority in Nigeria for onward
8. ‘transmission by a contract vessel when such first transmission is |
9 inthe same vessel asthe intended onward transmission or ina vessel
10 haying the same Owner or agent as the vessel of intended onward
11 transmission ; | |
12. () unless application be made for payment within twelve months
13 of the date of despatch ofsuchpostal articles | |
14 (4) if there has been unreasonable delay on the part of the carrier
15 in delivering any mail bag orpostal article at the post office Of desti-
16 nation ; or

|
17 (¢) if any mail bag or Postal article has been damaged in transit
18

—
_

unless the master Proves to the satisfaction of the Director-General
19 that such damage isnot dueto any faultor to lackofsufficient care on
20 _his part,

21 (4) If the carrier of mailssatiation the Director-General that he will
22 not retum to Nigeria within the twelve months prescribed by subsection
23 (3) (c) of this section, the Authority may pay the gratuitiesin advance.
24 37. Any carrier of mails who unlawfully— Penskyof
25 (a) opens or suffers to be opened a sealed mail bag with which -mailbes
26

__

he is entrusted for conveyance; or . same:

27 (6) takes out or suffers to be taken out of a mail bag any postal
238
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1 shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction—

2 (8) in the case ofan individual to a fine of #500 or imprisonment

3 for six months or to both such fine and imprisonment ;

4 (ii) in the case of a corporate bodyto a fine of 5,000.-

Contracts " 5 38. The Authority may enter into such contracts as may be

conveyance - ; . ;

ofmails and 6 necessary for the conveyance of mails and other postal articles. =~

o - mo
=

ticles.
.

Penalty for 7 39. Any person under a contract for the conveyance of mails or |

unlawful |
|

openingof 8 postal articles and any person employed by any such person who.

bags. 9 unlawfully—

10.~ (a) opens or suffers tto be openeda sealed mail bag with which he

11 ‘is entrusted for conveyance ; or

(b) takes out or suffers to be taken out of a mail bag any postal

13 article with which he is entrustedfor conveyance;

14 shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine of 500 or

15 .. imprisonment for twelve monthsorto both suchfine and imprisonment.

Issue ofPost 16 40. The Director-General may, with the approval of the Minister,

Office Guide. a ; : -

"47 - issue and from timeto time issue a revised edition of a Post Office Guide

- 3 .

18- containing all or any of the following—

19 (a) a declaration of the adoption of the regulations agreed upon °

20 ~~ by the Universal Postal Union for or respecting or relating to the

21.

_—‘

transmission of postal matter and that the same or any part or modifi-

22 cation thereof shailbeiin force within Nigeria;

=

-
gy

L 23 (6) rules for théwiden and control of the public dealing with the

4

=

Authority;~

25° (a statement of the rates of postage fixed bythe Minister pur-.

26° ~~ suant to this Act; ; oo

27 (d) a declaration“of what articles may and. what articles may not

28 ~«ibe transmitted as postal articles ;
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29

30

(6) a classification of postal articles for the purposes of pestal

charges 3 .

Cf) the conditions for the registration and insurance of -pastal

articles and a declaration of the cases in which registration and

insurancemay be compulsory ; |

(g) any regulations made by the Minister under section 505

(h) conditions for the issue and payment of money er lers and

postal orders, including the rates of commission thereon :

(i) rules for the disposal of undeliverable postal artic'es;

(7) the conditions underwhich and-the manner in which special

services will be performed forthe convenience of individuals 7

(2) rules for the guidance, conduct and discipline of oltivers and

servants of the Authority and the performance of theirs: veral

duties ;

(1) a statementof the hours during which postoffices sha!l ke open

for the transaction ofvarious classes of public business;

(m) astatement of the hoursforthie pinsting of postalarticles.

Part TV—DaMaGE OR ALTERATION TO Postal. SERVICES

Works AND COMPENSATION THERETO

41:—(1) Where any work proposed to be donein the execution

of an authorised undestaking involvesoris likely to invelve an alteraticr:

either temporarily or permanently in any postal services wearks, and

provision is not otherwise made by enactment, agreement or «-therwise

with respect to such alteration or to giving notice to the Authority

thereof or to the expenses of or incidental thercto, the following provi-

sions of this Act shall apply, that is to say—

(a) any person wishing to undertake or execute such work shall

give to the authorised officer not less than seven or more than fourteen ©

days previous notice of the time. and place at which the work will Fe

begun andthe nature of the alteration required ;

Provisien 25
to works
which inval-
veo dunisse
or altersticn,
in postal ser-
vices works,
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1 (8) before the expiration of fourteen days after the notice is given

2 an authorised officer may give the person a counternotice either

3 stating his intention himselfto make, or requiring the person to make

4 under the supervision and to the satisfaction of any authorised officer,

5 such alteration in the postal works as he deems necessary or expedient

6 to bemadeinconsequence ofthe proposedwork ;

7 ~~ @&)if the authorised officer by his counternotice states that it is the

8 intention of the Authority to make suchalteration, it shall be lawful.

9 forsuch authorised officer to make the same, and the person shall pay

10 to the Authority all the expenses incurred by the authorised officer of

11 and incidental thereto, and the amountofany loss or damage sustained

12 byhim in consequence thereof; 7

13 (d) if the Authority requires the person to make such alteration,

14 it shall issue a certificate in that behalf to the undertakers or their —

15 agents to pay the Authority all the expenses incurred by him of and

16 incidental to such supervision, also the amount of any loss o1 damage

17 sustainedby him in consequence of the alteration ; |

18 (e) if the Authority fails to give a counternotice, or if having

19 undertaken to makethe alteration, the Authority shouldfail to make

20 within a reasonable time the alteration, the person concerned may

21 make the alteration to reasonable satisfaction of the Authority; _
22 (f) if any person fails to serve on the Authority such notice as

23 is required by this section with respect to any work, or begin todo

2% the work specified in a notice served under this section before the

25 - expiration of seven days after the notice is given, such person shall

26 _beguilty ofan offence underthis Act and shallbeliable—
27 (a) in the case of an individual to a fine of 99500 or twelve months

imprisonment ; .
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(6) in the case of2 body corportate to a fine of8¥20,000 :

Provided that nothing in this section shall subject any person to

a fine for omitting to comply with any requirements of the Authority

or for executing without previous notice any work if they satisfy the

court having congnizanceof the case that any such requirement was

unreasonable or that the immediate execution of.iework was required

to avoid an1 accident, or otherwise was a| work of. emergency, and that

he forthwith served on the Authority or the office of the Authority

nearest to the place where the work was done a notice of the execution

thereof, stating the reason for executing the same without previous

notice.

(2) In this section, the words—

“authorised officer” shall include the Director-General, any employee

of the Authority and agents of the Authority and the word ;

“Person”? includes contractors, sub-contractors, agents _ and any

Ministry or department of the Government of the Federation (not

being any department for which the Minister has responsibility) ora

State or Local Government Council or any other public body estab-

lished by or pursuant to any enactmentor law or any other lawful De-

partment whatsoever.

42. Where any person destroys or injures any postal services

works of the Department, such person shallbe liable to pay to the

Department two hundred percent ofthe orignal value of the equipment

damaged :

Provided that a person shall not be liable to pay’ compensation

underthe Criminal Justice (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1975.

Compensa-
tion andfine
for injury to

servi-

theAuthority
interruption
to the postal
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43.—(1) Subject as otherwise provided in this Act, the Minister may

give to the Board such directions of a general character as appear

to the Minister to be requisite in the national interest and in particular,

directions as to—

_  (@) the expansion of existing postal services and ancillary works ;

(b) the establishment and working of Postal Union and Postal

Services : .

(c) the rendering of services and the supply of postal services to

any Government department ; and

' (d) the creation and application of a general reserve and, notwith-

standing that these directions may be of a specific character, the

Authorityshall give effect to any such directions.

(2) The Board shall afford the Minister every necessary facility

for obtaining information with respect tothe property and activities of

‘the Department and shall furnish him with returns, copies of any

minutes, accounts and other information with respect thereto and

afford him facility for the verification of information furnished in such a

mannerat such time as he may require.

(3) In this section the referenceto a Government authority includes

the Governmentof a State or Local Government Councilor any depart-

Part IV—FinanctaL Provisions

44.—(1) The Board may, with the. approval of the Minister,

‘borrow by way of loan from any source any moneys required by the

Authority for meeting its obligations and discharging the functions

of the Authority under this Act.

(2) Without prejudice to the gerierality of subsection (1) above,

the Boardmayfromtimetotime and subject as aforesaid borrow money or.
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1 raise capital by the issue of debenture stock upon such terms touching

2 the issue, transfer, interest.and redemption as may beso approved

3 for all or any of the following purposes—

4 ~ (a) the provision of workingcapital ; ~

5 (6) the fulfilling of the functions of the Authority under this Act;

6 (c) the redemption of any stock which theyare required. or entitled

7 to redeem ; : ’

8 (d) any other expenditure properly chargeable to capital account.

9 (3) The Government may guarantee, in such manner and en such

10 conditions asit may think fit, the redemption or repaymentof and the

11 paymentof anyinterest on any debenture steck issued by or any tempo- -

12 rary loan raised by the Board.

13 45.—(1) The Board shall cause to be kept Proper accounts of the funds of
the

14 Authority and proper records in relation thereto and shall prepare in

15 respect of each financial year a statement of accounts in suchform as the

16 Minister may direct, being a form which shall conform with the best
17 commercial standards. |

18 (2) The Board shall as. scon as may be after the end ef the

19 financial year to which the. accounts relate cause the accounts of the

29 Authority to be audited. :

21 (3) The Boardshall cause to,be maintained for the Authority a

22 fund which shall consist of—

23 (a) such moneys as may; from: time to time be provided hy the

24“ Federal Government for the purposes of this Act by way of grants

25 | or loan as the case may be or both ; and

26 (6) such moneys as may be received -by the Authority in the

27 _causeofits operations orin relation to the exercise by the Authorityof

28 anyofitsfunctions under this Acts;

29 and from such fund there shal subject to subsections (4) and (5)

30 below, bedefrayed all expenses incurred by the Authority ; and

31 the Board shall submit to the Minister not later than 5 months

Authority.
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1 before the end of each year, estimates of the expenditure and income

2 of the Authority (which shall exclude payments to the Authority

3 out of moneys provided by the Federal Government) relating to the

4 next following year. | |

5 (4) The funds of the Authority for any year shall be applied :

6 in defraying the following charges— |

7 (a) the remuneration, fees and allowances of the members of the

8 Board ; |

9 _(@) the salaries, fees, remuneration, pensions, superannuation

40 allowances and gratuities of the officers, servants, agents and other

- persons acting under the directives of the Authority ;; :

12 (c) working and establishment expenses and expenditure on or

13 provision for the maintenance and renewal of any of the facilities

14 of the Authority and the discharge of the functions of the Authority

15

_

properly chargeable to revenue account ;

16 ®@ interest on any stock issued or any temporary Joan raised by

AT the Authority ; and

18 (e) sums required to be transferred toa1 sinking fund or otherwise

19 set aside for the purpose of making provision for the redemption

20: of debenture stock or the repayment of other borrowed moneys.

21 (5) The balance of such funds shall be applied subject to. the.

22. provisions of section 44 below to the creation of a general reserve and

23 such other reserves as maybe sanctioned bythe Minister. |

Investment 24 . 46, The Minister may issue to the Board such directions as he may

funds. 25 think necessary as to the disposal of any surplus funds of the Authority’ |

26 - and, subject to any such directions, the Board mayinvest thefunds ofthe —

27 Authority and maintain a general reserve.° }
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| Part IV—Lacat Proceepines

2 47.—(1) No suit against the Authority, a member of the Board Limitation
of sui

3 or any staff of the Authority for any act done in pursuance or execution Athorite,
ete,

4 of any public duties or authority or in respect of any alleged neglect or

5 default in the execution of such duties or authority, shall lie or be

6 instituted in any court unless it is commenced within twelve months

7 next after the act, neglect or default complained ofor, in the case of a

8 continuance of damage or injury, within twelve months next after the

9 ceasing thereof. : .

10 (2) No suit shall be commenced against the. Authority before

11 the expiration ofa period of one month after written notice of intention

12 to commence the suit shall have been served upon the Authority by

13 the intending plaintiff or his agent ; and the notice shall clearly and

14 explicitly state the cause of action, the particulars of the claim, the

15 name and place of abode of the intending plaintiff and the relief which

16 he claims. |

17 48, Thenotice referred to in section 45 (2) above and any summons Service of
. documents.

18 notice or other document required or authorised to be served upon the

19 Authority under the provisions of this Act or any other enactment

20 or law may be served by delivering the same to the Chairman or by

21 sending it by registered post addressed to the Director-General at

22 theprincipal office of the Authority or the relevantterritorial office.

49. Inany action or suit against the Authority no execution, Restriction .
on

. . . execution
24 attachment or process in the nature thereof shall be issued against the agains: the

. ; property
, oe : : f th

25 Authority, but any sums of money which by the judgmentof the ‘Authority.

26



 

C 190 1982 No. Nigerian Postal Services Authority

1 given by the court wherenotice of appealhad beengiven by the Autho-

2 rity in respect of the said judgment, be paid by the Board from the

3 funds of the Authority. . .

indemnity 4. 80. Every member of the Board, agent, auditor or staff for the

_ ofmembers
-

and sta
ofthe. 5 time being of the Authority shall be indeminified out of the assets

Authority.
,

. . 6 of the Authority againstany liability incurred by him in defending any —

7 proceedings whethercivil or criminal in whichjudgmentis given in his

8 favour orinwhichheiis acquitted, ifany such proceeding is brought against

9 him inhis capacity as such member,agent, auditor oor staff as aforesaid.

10 Parr V—MISCELLANEOUS AND SUPPLEMENTARY

Annual li 51. The Board shall prepare and submit to the Minister not

report.
.

12 later than 30th June in each year a report in such form ashe maydirect

13 on the activities of the Authority during the immediately proceeding

14 ye and shall include in such report a copy of the audited accounts

: 15 of the Authority for that year and the auditors’ report theron.

pegnbsions 16 52. The Ministermay by ‘regulations published ‘iin the Gazette

Ministez- 17 prescribe anything falling to be prescribed generally forthe purposes

: 18 of this Act. |

Staff 19° 53.—(1) The Board may, with the approval of the Minister make

regulations.

20 staff regulations relating generally to the conditions of service ofthe

: 2! officers and servants of the Authority ; and without prejudice to the

22 generality ofthe foregoing, such staff regulations may provide for—

23 (a) the appointment and disciplinary control ‘of all employees of

24

~~

the Authority ; and .

25 (b) appeals by such employees against dismissal or other disciplinary

26 measures.

~
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i (2) Staff regulations made under subsection (1) above anced not bs:

2 published inthe Gazette but the Beardshali bringthem tothe nutice of all

3 affected persons in such manner as it may from time to time determine.

t | $4. ‘Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act of amy. Considera-

5 other enactment or law to the contrary, anv cuntract relating tw any vontrcet

6 project of a valtie of not fess than 500,000 (or such higherlimit as say

7 be specified from time to time by the President) shall be referred by the

8 Board to the President for approval through the Minister befure

9 any award of such contract is made.

10 §5..--(1) ‘Tbe Post Office Act.is hereby repealed and the following, Repeats and

11 enactments, thatiis to say— . | Cap “I 6

12 (i) the Post Office (Amendment) Act 1958; i988 Ne 40

13 - (i) the PostOffice (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1966 ; 1966 No, 22.

14 (iit) the Post Office (Amendment) Act 1966; and 1966 No.81.

15 " (iv) the Post Office (Miscellaneous Provisions) (Amendment)11969 1969 No. 14.

16 are hereby, ¢con:equentially, repealed. |

17 (2) Without prejudice tu section 6 of the Interpretation Act 1964, 1964 No. 1.

18° nothing in this Act shall invalidate or utherwice prejudicially affect

19 anything done or purported to be dune undez the repealed enactments.

20 56. In this Act, unless the contextotherwise requires _ inteexpreta-

21 “the Board” means the Board established by section 2 of this Act,

22 “contract vessel” means any vessel for the conveyance of mails ©

23 pursuant to contract or continuing arrangement;

24 “the Authority’ means the Nigerian Postal Services Authority

25 established by- section 1 of this Act; |

26 “the Director-General” means the Director-General of the

27
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1

—s

“fictitious postage stamp” means any facsimile or imitation or ~

2 representation-whether on paper or otherwise of any stamp or stamped

3s impression for denoting any rate of postage including any stamp or

4 . stamped impression for denoting a tateof postageof anypart of the

5. Commonwealthor of any foreign country ;

6 “letter” includes aerogramme and postcard ;

7° / “mail bag’? means any bag, box, basket, parcel or other envelope

8 or covering in which postal articles in the course of transmission

9 by post are conveyed whether it does not contain any sucharticle ;

10 “masterof a vessel’ means any person in chargeof a vessel except

11 . asea pilot;

12 “the Minister “means the minister of the Government” of the ..

13. Federation for the time being charged with responsibility for the .

14 Authority ;

5 “port” means any place designated a customs port or customs

16 airport under any enactment ; .

17 . “post office” includes every house, building, room, vessel, carriage

18 or place used for the purposé of the Authority and a letter

19 box provided by the Authority for the receipt of postal articles ;

20 “postage” means the duty chargeable for the transmission by post |

2 ofpostal articles ;

22 “postage stamp” means any label, stamp or stamped impression -

23 for denoting any rate of postage payable in respect of postal articles

24 and includes adhesive postage stamps and stampsprinted, embosed,

25 _irapressed or otherwise indicated on any envelope, wrapper, postcard

or otherarticle ;

&



 

2

addressee), and where the addressee is a guest or in resident at «

Nigerian PostalServices Authority 1982 No. C193

1 “postal article” includes any letter, aerogramme, postcard, news-

2 paper, book, document, pamphlet, pattern or sample packet, parcel

3 or package or otherarticle whatsoever transmissible by post ;

4 : “vessel” means any ship or other vessel including aeroplane or ,

5 airship.

6 57. For the purposes of this Act— Mesning

7. (a) a postal article shall be deemedto be in course of transmission roar

8 by post from the time of its being posted at or delivered to a post “delivery”.

9 office to the time of its being delivered to or taken delivery of by

10 - the addressee or its beingreturned to the sender or otherwise disposed

11. of underthe provisions of this Act ;

| 12 - (b) a postal article shall be deemed to cease to be such from the

13 time of its being delivered by the addressee or of its being returned

14___ anddelivered to the sender or otherwise disposed of under the provi-

15

__

sionsofthis Act ; .

16 (c) the placing of an article in any receiving box for the deposit ~

17. of postal articles or the delivery of an article to an officer of the

18 ~~ Authority in the course of his duties shall be deemedto be delivered

19 toa postoffice ; | |

20 _(d) the delivery of a postal article at the house or office of the

. addressee orintoany private box or bag used for the receipt of postal

22 articles for the addressee or tothe addressee (orto his servant or agent

23 - or other person considered to be authorised to receive the article

24

—

according to the usual manner of delivering postal articles to the

25
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Shorttitle,
etc.

pa
ne

s

hotel, delivery to the proprietor or manager thereof or to his agent

N shall be deemedto bedelivery to the addressee.

3 58.—(1) This Act may be- cited as the Nigerian Postal Services

4 Authority Act 1982,

5 (2) References in this Actto bodyaffected by this Act are references

6 to the branch of the Authority of Posts and Telecommunications

“7“‘hereby reconstituted by this Act into the Authority.

8 (3) This Act shall comeinto force on suchday as may be appointed

_ 9 by the Minister by an Order published in the Gazette.

SCHEDULE.

‘SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE Boarp,ETC.

: Part I—Proceedings and Powers of the Authority .

1, The Authority shall have a commonsealand theaffixing of the
seal shall be authenticated by the signatures of the Chairman, Director Gen-
eral or some other person authorised, either generally or specially, by the
Board ta act for that purpose ; and every document purporting to be
an orderorother instrumentissued by the Authority and to be sealed with
the seal of the Authority authenticated in the manner provided by this
paragraph shall be received in evidence and be deemed to be such order of
instrument without further proof, unless the contrary is shown.

2, Any contract or instrument which, if made or executed by any person.
not being a body corporate would not be required to be underseal, may
be made or executed on behalf of the Authority by.any person generally
or specially authorised to act for that purpose by the Board. :

Part 1i—Officers and Servants ofthe Authority, etc.

3. Officers and servants of a body to whomthis Act applies who, on the
vesting date, are on the established staff of such body shall be deemed to be
seconded for such period as may be specified-by the Board by an instrument
addressed to the said officer or servant from the service of the
body in question to the service of the Authority subject to such limitation
as regards periods of service as may be provided by their existing terms of
service in that body. -

4. The Board shall within the period specified in such instrument
offer to each such officer or servant whois then in the service of the body,
employment by the Board on such terms and conditions as the Board shall
determine.
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5. No such officer or servant shall be offered employment by theBoard upon terms and conditions generally less favourable than thoseenjoyedby theofficerat the date ofsuch offer.

6. If the Board thinks -it expedient that any vacancy in the staffofthe Authority should be filled by a person holdingoffice in and ofthe civilservices of the Federation,it shall inform the Civil Service Commission con-cerned to that effect, and thereafter the Board may fill the vacancy by wayof secondmentortransfer.

7. Where a member ofany of thecivil services in the Federation is‘seconded under paragraph 4 above, he shall be notified of the terms andconditions ofthe secondment; and the secondmentshall be without prejudiceto any pension rights which, but for the secondment, would accrueto him.

8. A person seconded under paragraph 4above ‘may elect to betransferred to the staff of ‘the Authority, in which case any previousservice in any of the civil services as aforesaid shall count as service forthe purposes of any pension subsequently payable by the Authority.

9. Where a person who is a memberof any of the civil services in theFederation is transferred to the service of the Authority, then,—
(a) that person’s former -service in that civil service shall be takeninto accountin applying the provisions of the Pensions Act 1979, and
(5) that Act shall have effect as if that person’s subsequent servicewith the Authority were service in thatcivil service.

10. Within the twelve months next after the-making of this Act theMinister, if he thinks fit, may by order in the Gazette make additionaltransitional or saving provisions for the better carrying out of the objectivesof this Part of this Schedule. oo

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

The Bill establishes a quasi-commercial authority in the Ministry ofCommunications to be known as “the Nigerian Postal Services Authority”as a bodycorporate.It confers on the department the exclusiveprivileges of—
(2) conveying all letters from oneplace to another between whichpostal communications are established ; -
(5) performing theservices of receiving, collecting, sending, dispatchingand deliveringall letters from one place to another ;

(c) issuing postal orders and money orders on commission basis and inother Governmentinstrument as may be approved by the President fromtime to time ;

(d) taking on agency services on commission in respect of FederalSaving Banks andcollection ofCustom duties on incoming Overseas parcels,
TheBill also establishes the Management Board of the Nigerian PostalServices Authority to consist of_a Chairman to be appointed by the Presi-dent and the following other members—
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. (a) the Director-Generalofthe Nigerian Postal Services Authority ;

(b) the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Communications or his repre-

sentative ; .

(c) five other persons to be appointed by the President, who by reason

ot their ability, experience or special knowledge of postal services or of

business or profession attainment are capable of making useful contribu- -

tions to the work of the authority.

“Transitional provisions are contained in the Billfor the transfer of staff,

assets andliabilities, legal proceedings etc. of the existing equivalent section -

of the Ministry to the Authority when it becomesoperational.

This Bill and the Nigerian Internal Communications Authority Bill

are complementary measuresdesigned for the modernisation and re-organisa-

tion of the P & T.



A BILL
FOR

An Acr To PRrescrisz THE Nationat, ORDER oF PRECEDENCE AND FOR
MATTERS CONNECTED THEREWITH.

Sponsored by Senator J, A. O. Ovegrys,
Egbado North|South Senatorial District,

Ogun State.

ot }°
BEITENACTED bythe NationalAssembly ofthe FederalRepublic

of Nigeria as follows— |

1, All publicoffice holders of the Federation and other dignitaries

shall, at state occasions organized or sponsored by the Government of

the Federation, take thei precedence in the ordei prescribed in the

Scheduleto this Act.

2. At ‘state occasions organized or sponsored. by the Government

of any State, and where public office holders of the Federation are in

attendance, such office holders and other dignitaries shall take their

precedence in the order prescribed in the Schedule to this Act :

Provided that the Governor of that State shall take his precedence

immediately after the Vice-President of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria,

c i

Commences
mient,

State
occasions by
Federal
Government,

State
occasions by
State
Government,
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Interpre-
tation.

Short title.

p
e

&
S

NH

1.

2.

3.

. Chief Justice of Nigeria.

. Speaker of the House of Representatives. cos

. Former Heads of State of the Government of the Federation.

N
H
w
s

o
O

10.

il,
12. |
13.

44,

15.
16.

17,
48,
19,

20.

3. In this Act—

“Federation” means Federal Republic of Nigeria.

4. This Act may, be cited as the National Order of Precedence

Act 1982.

SCHEDULE |

"(Section 1

NaTIONAL ORDER OF PRECEDENCE

President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

Vice-President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

President of the Senate.

National Leaders of political parties in the order of their respective

numerical strength in the- National Assembly.

. Governors of the States of the Federation. >

. Justices of the Supreme Court and President of the Federal Court of

. Appeal.
Deputy President of the Senate and Deputy Speaker of the House of

Representatives.

Membersof the Council of State.

Membersof the National Assembly. |

Deputy Governors of the States of the Federation.

Federal Ministers of Cabinet Rank and Secretary to the Government

of the Federation.

Ambassadors and High Commissioners ofForeign Powers.

Federal Ministers of Non-Cabinet Rank, Head of the Civil Service

of the Federation and Clerk to the National Assembly.

Traditional Rulers.
Chief of Defence Staff.

Deputy Chief. of Defence Staff, ©
Chief of Army Staff,
Chief of Air Staff,
Chief of Naval Staff, and
Inspector-General ofPolice.

Judges of the Federal Court of Appeal

Chief Judge of the Federal High Court and Chief Judges of State .

High Courts.

S
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21,

. 22,,

23.

. 24,

26.

27.

28.
29.

~ 30.

31.

32,

33,

34,

Judges of the Federal High Court and Judges of State High Courts.
Special Advisers to the President, .
Chairman of the Federal Civil Service Commission,
Chairman of the Federal Electoral Commission,
Chairman of the National Population Commission, and.
Chairman of the Police Service Commission.

Governor of the Central Bank’of Nigeria.

. Chairman of the National Assembly Service Commission.

Chief Registrar of the Supreme Court,
Auditor-General of the Federation,
Clerk of the Senate,
Clerk of the House of Representatives,
Chief Legislative Draftsman of the National Assembly, and
Federal Permanent Secretaries.

Deputy Chief of Army Staff,
Deputy Chief of Air Staff,
Deputy Chief of Naval Staff,
Deputy Inspector-General of Police, and Special Assistants to the
President. -

Nigerian Ambassadors and High Commissioners.
Bishops and Chief Imams.

Charge D’Affairs of Foreign Powers and Representatives of Interna--
tional Organisations,

Chief of Presidential Personal Staff and ~
Chief Press Secretary to the President. , =

Chairmen of Federal Boards, Corporations and Pauastatals. ©

Directors and Heads of Federal Government. Departments and
Parastatals,

Federal Officials and Military-Personnel on Grade Level 14 and
above. ‘ .

Aa
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A BILL
FOR

An Acr To AMEND THE Pensions Acr 1979 aND FoR MATTERS CONNECTED
THEREWITH.

Sponsored by Hon. Davip Atran,
Okpokwu East Federal Constituency,

Benue State

Hon.F. O. Ivavy1;:
Okpebho Federal Constituency,

Bendel State

Hon. Barpe M. Gapaxa,
Fika South Federal Constituency,

Borno State .

Hon. Musa. Gamo,
-Kabo Federal Constituency,

Kano State

. Hon. Umar Sania,
Kumbotso Federal Constituency,

Kano State \

[ J Commence-
. ment. |

1 BE IT ENACTEDbythe National Assembly of the Federal
2 Republic of Nigeria as follows—

3 1. Section 4 of the principal Act is hereby amended in subsection Amendment

4 (1) thereof— | of|Principal

_(@) by substituting for the full stop at the end of that subsection,w
m

6 a colon ;
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1982 No. Pensions (Amendment)

1 (b) by inserting immediately after that subsection the following

Z

~~

provizo— |

3 “Provided that if a new salary structure for the public service of

4 the Federation is at any time approved, the pension paid tu a

5 pensioner under this Act shall forthwith be adjusted from the

“6 effective date of the new salary structure, so that his new rate of

7 pension from that date shall be re-computed on the basis of the

8 terminal pay to which he would have been entitled if he had retired

9 after the approval of the newsalary structure”; and

10, (c) by adding immediately after subsection (3) thereof, the

ii followingnew subsection—

12° .**“(4)-The gratuity to which an officer is entitled under this Act

13 shall be paid to him on the dateof his retirement and where the .

14 payment of such gratuity or more than 50% thereof, is delayed,

- 415 the period during which the said payment is delayed shall count in

16 full as qualifying service and the gratuity andpension of such |

17 officer shall be re-computed to take into account the period during

18 which the said paymentis delayed.”

Amendment| 19 . 2. Section 7 of the principal Act is hereby amended in subsection

principalAct. 9 2) thereof by substituting for the figure “70” the new figure “80”.

Amendment, 21 3. Section 12 of the principal Act is hereby amended by substituting

of Principal 22 for subsection (2) thereof the following new subsection—

23 (2) Where an officer who—

- 24 (a) had retired from the public service on account of ill health,

25 abolition of office or re-organisation in a ministry ‘oF department. _

* 26 for the purpose of effecting greater efficiency or economy, is |

27 subsequently re-employed in the public service ; or oo



Pensions (Amendment) , 1982 No. C203
 

N
w

w
o
o
f

ot

(b) has left any pensionable service under a voluntary agency

teaching service and is subsequently re-employed in the public

service in the service of other vuluntary agency teaching service ;
’

or

(c) has left any pensionable service in the public service or in the

public service of a State and is subsequently re-employed in the

public service ; | |

the break in service shall be condoned for purposes of the |

calculation of qualifying, service under this Act and the officer

stall, on retirement and subject to subsection (3) of this section, be
paid such pension or gratuity as may be due him in respect of the

total pensionable service rendered by him.”

4. For section 13 of the principal Act there shall be substituted the

following new section—

“Contract or 13, Where an officer holding “an unestablished ortempora:TYat

sepointmentby ‘emporary or contract appointment in the public service

appointment. transfers to a permanent one, the periodduring which he

was on such unestzblished, temporary or contract

appointment shall count in full as qualifying service ;

” Provided that— |

(a) any extra pay in the form of contract addition to

salary or contract gratuity which was granted him while

holding such ‘unestablished, temporary or contract

appointment shall be refunded in full as a debt to the |

‘Government of the Federation-; and

(5) in calculating a pension or gratuity under this

section no account shall be taken ofany period during

- which the officer was not in the service.”

to section 13
of principal
Act.
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Amendenent, 1 5. For section 14 of the principal Act there shall be substituted

of

principal 2. the following new section— ,

| “Service not 14,—(1) In i ifyi i iod
3 able as -—{I) thecomputationofqualifyingservice,noperiod |

4 qualifying during which an officer is less than 15 years of age or was

.. § . absent from dutyon leave without pay or withdrew from

| 6 service, shall be taken into account unless such absence or

7... . withdrawal was for the purpose of vlizing: a bursary or

8 scholarship awarded to him by the Government of the

9. Federation or of a State or for the purpose of pursuing a

10. course of study after which he is re-employed in the public

i service or voluntary agency teaching service as the case may :

12 be, or for suchother purpose as the Minister may permit.

13 (2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section the

14 . period of the Nigerian civil war between 27th May 1967

15 >and 15th January 1970 inclusive, shall count in full as

4% 16 qualifying service.”

Amendment 17 _ 6.For section 15 of the principal Act there shall be substituted

to section 15 . ‘ ’

of principal 18 the following new section—

Act 49 “Pension -—‘15._(1) Where an officer in pensionable service—
rightspre-

20 setvediin (a) transfersfromthepublicserviceto the public service

21 Probibition

_

of a State or voluntary agency teachingservice within the

ofdouble |
\

22 benefits. Federation or vice versa; OF

3 °C; (6) transfers. from the public serviceofone State to the

24 _ public service of another State ;

25 the Federal Government shall bear responsibility for the

26 payment to him of his pension and gratuity in respect of

27, the total pensionable service rendered by him in the

28 public services concerned or the .voluntary agency

 

teaching service,as the case may be,

|
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20
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22
23

24

Pensions (Amendment) - 4982 No.

(2) In addition to anydeclaration made underany other

enactment, service in any of the organizations listed in

Schedule 2 to this Act is hereby declared to be public

service for purposes of calculating qualifying service under

this Act ‘ .

Provided that such organization— |

| (a) is subject to» the unified sa'ary structure applicable

to the public service ; os |

(b) transfers to the Federal Governmentall funds, if

asty, reserved orr established for purposes of the payment

of provident or superannuation benefitsto its staff ; and

(c) ‘shall not be liable in any way to pay to anyofits

staff any retirement benefits (by whatever name called).

; otherwise than underthis Act.”

7. Section 22 of the principalAct is herebyamended—

(a) in subsection (1) thereof by substituting for the figure 70” the

new figure “80”; and

(b) by substituting for subsection (2) thereof, the: following new

subsection— / .

(2) A pension granted under this Act shall not be Jess than the

national minimum wage prescribed by law.”

8. Schedule 1to the principal Act is hereby amended by substituting

for Table A and Table B thereof the new Tables prescribed in the

Scheduleto this Act. |

9. In this Act—

“principal Act” means Pensions Act 1979,

et

C205

Amendment
to section 22
of principal
Act.

Amendment
to Schedule 1
of principal
Act. }

Interpre-
tation.
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Short title. j 10. This Act may be cited as the Pensions (Amendment) Act 1982. .-

SCHEDULE

Tasie A

Section 3 (3) (6)
~dy
Oe

FORMULA FOR CALCULATION OF PENSIONS AND GRATUITY IN
Respecr or RETIREMENT BETWEEN Ist Apri, 1974 AND

31st Marcn 1977 :

oT - Gratuity as Pension as per-
Years of percentage offinal centage of
Service pay final pay

10. 100%, 40%
11 110%, 42%,

120 120% hog,

13 130% 46% -
4s 140% 48% :
15 | 150% 50%
16 | , 160%, 520,
17 . 170%, 549%

18 180% 56%

"49 190% 58%
20 200%, 60%
21 210%, 62%,

22 7 220% 64%
23 230%, 66%
24 - 240% 68%,

25 | : 2509, 70%,
_ 26 260%, 729,

oy 27 270% 74%,

28 280% 76%

29 290% - .789f, -

30 and above 300% ; 80%,
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‘TasteB

Section 3 (5)
FORMULA FoR PENSION AND GRATUITY CALCULATIONS BASED ON

PERCENTAGE OF FrxaL SALARY IN RESPECT OF RETIREMENT AFTER
31st Marcn, 1977

Years of Gratuity as Pension asqualifying percentase of percentage ofservice final pav - final pay
10 - 100%. aad _
VW 110% . -
2° . 10%  — _
13 130%, _—
14 140% _— :
1S 7 100% 40%
16 - 110% : 42%,
17 . 120%, 449,
18 130% . 46%
19 140% . 48%,
20 150% 50% .
21 - - 160%, 5204
22 170% 540,
23 7 . "180%, 56%
24 “Lo 1909, 58°,
25 200°, 60%
26 ~ 290%. 62%
27 2208, " 64%
28 2305, 66%
29 240%, = 68%
30 250% 70%,
31 260%, - 729%,
320CO 70°, 74%
33 - 280°, 76%
34 290% + 73%
35 / 300%, ~ . , 802%

EXPLANATORY Memoraxpum

The purpose of this Bill is to update the Pensions Act 1979 thereby
temoving existing anomalies, inadequacies and discriminatory policies
generally affecting pensioners. This Bill also seeks to make provisions for
the automatic adjustment of pensions vis-a-vis increases of salaries for
public officers and to enable pensioners receive not less than the amount of
the national minimum wage as minimum pension.
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A BILL
FOR

THEREWITH.

Sponsored byHon. Dr Cutke OBIHARA,
Owerri South Federal Constituency,

Imo State.

| -
BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal

Republic of Nigeria as follows— .

1. Section 2 of the principal Act is hereby amended by inserting

immediately after the definition of the word. “firearm” the following

new definition—

“President” ‘means President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

2.Section 4 to the principal Act is hereby amended by deleting

the words from “which licences”to “‘Council’’ inclusive.

3. Section7 of the principal Act is hereby amended—

(a) by substituting for subsection (1) thereof the following new

subsection—

“(1) Every ‘Nigerian citizen shall be entitled tto the grant0ofany

licence or permit under this Act : . -

Provided that—
a

AY

C 209

Commence-
ment.

~

Amendment
to section 2
of principal
Act.

Amendment
to section 4
of principal
Act.

Amendment
to section 7
of principal
Act.
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1 (a) the euthority having the function of granting such

2° licence or permit may, at any time, in the public interest or

3 for the public safety, refuse the grant of such licence or

4 renewalof such licence or permit already granted as the case ;

5 may be ;

6 (5) where the authority is not the President any person

7 aggrieved by the decision of the authority pursuant to para-

8 | graph (a) above, may appeal to the President whose decision

9 shall be final’ ; and |

10 (6) in subsection (2) thereof by adding immediately after paragraph

11 (e) the following new paragraphs—

12 “(f) has no visible means oflivelihood ;

3; (g) has no permanent homeaddress ; "

~ it (f) has during the previous five years, failed to pay his;

15. personal income tax forany year”.

Amendment 16 — 4. Section 28 of the principal Act is hereby amended by sub-

to section 28 . ;

ofprincipal 17 stituting for the expression “two hundred pounds”, the figure “2500”.

Amendment: 18 °§. Section 39 of the principal Act is hereby amended by deleting

to section 39 ‘

ofprincipal 19 the words“of the United Kingdom”.

Interprete- 20 - 6. In this Act— ;

tion.
.

21 “principal Act” means Firearms Act. /

Short title, 22 7. This Act may be cited as the Firearms (Amendment) Act 1982,

ExpLANATORY MEMORANDUM

The purpose of this Bill is to enable every Nigerian citizen obtain, as

- of right, the licence for the possession of firearms, subject to necessary

safeguards. oo

fy
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13

14

15

FOR MATTERS.CONNECTED THEREWITH.

Sponsored by Hon. AkintUNDE Roti
Ekiti North Federal Constituency,

Ondo State

]
BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal

Republic of Nigeria as follows :-—-

Part IESTABLISHMENT AND COMEOSITION

1.—(1) There is hereby established a corporation to he known as

the National Road Transport Corporation. .

(2) The Corporation shall be a body corpurate with perpetual

succession and 2 common seal, and with power to sue and be sued in

its corporate name and to own, held and dispese of property (whether

movable or immovable).

2.~(1) The Corporation shall consist of the following members

all of whom shall be appointed by the President -~

(a) a Chairman ; and |

(6) one person from each State of the Federation.

(2) A membershall hold office for three years from the date of his

appointmentbut shall be eligible for re-appointment.

C 211i

Coramence-
. ment.

Establish-
ment of
Corperation.

Membership
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1 (3) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (2) ofthis _

2 section, the President may at any time revoke the appointmentof any

3 member and a member may by writing under his hand addressedto

4 the President at any time resign his appointment. —

Provisions 5 3. The provisions contained in the Schedule to this Act shall

Corporation. -6 apply to the Corporation. .

Genera 7 4.—(1) The Presidentshall appoint a fit and proper person to be ©

8 the General Manager of the Corporation.

9° (2) The General Manager shall be the chief executive of the

10 Corporation and shall subject to the policy of the Corporation—

11 (a) control and co-ordinate the day to day operations ‘of the Cor-

12 poration ; and

13 (6) perform such other duties as the Corporation may from time

14 to time direct. - | |
15 -(3) The salary and allowances to be paid to the General Manager

16 shall not beless thanthose payable to the Permanent Secretary of any

17 Ministry of the Government of the Federation. .

Secretary. 18 _ 5. The Corporation shall appoint a Secretary to the Corporation

19 and the Secretary shall subject to the policy of the Corporation—

20 (a) keep custody ofthe records of the proceedings of the Corpora-

21 timsand | 7 #.

| 22 (6) perform such other duties as the Corporation may direct.

23 _ Parr II—Functions

Functions. 24 6. The functions of the Corporation shall be—

25 (a) to operate an efficient and effective inter-State bus and other

26 xoad transport service to link the Federal Capital with all the State

| capitals and other major cities in the Federation;

ty

27

eo
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1 (b) to operate an efficient and effective bus and other transport

2 service within the Federal Capital Territory ; | .

3 (c) to develop and: maintain garages, workshops, cafeteria, hotels

4 and other services and facilities which are in the opinion of the

5 Corporation necessary for the effective operation of the said road

6 _ transport service ; and , 2

7 (d) to create conditions necessary for the development in the most

8

/

economic and efficient manner, of the said road transport service.

9 7. The Corporation shall have power— | . CaerSOFne

10 (a) subject to such terms and conditions as the Corporation

11 may approve, to employ staff (other than the General Manager),

12 ~ agents, contractors and other workers to carry out anyofits function

13 under this Act ;

14 (5) to establish such offices and branches of the Corporation as.

15. - the Corporation may require in each State of the Federation for the

-16 performance of any of its functions under this Act ;

17 (c) to fix and charge fees and rates for its services; and. ;

18 (d) to do such other things as the Corporation may from time to

' 19 time decide, for carrying out its functions under this Act.

20 _‘&. The funds ofthe Corporation shall comprise— Funds.

— 2h (a) grants provided by the Government of the Federation ;

22 (6) revenue from its services;-and

23 (c) such other revenue as may accrue to the Corporation from

24 anyothersource.

25 9,—(1) Subject to subsection (2) of this section the Corporation roeiellais

26 may borrow such sums of money as it mayrequire in the exercise of

27 its functions under this Act.
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(2) The power of the Corporation under subsection (1),to boriow

money shall Besubject to the approvalofthe Minister where the sum to

be borrowed at any one time exceeds a total of N500,000.00.

(3) The Corporation may, subject to the guarantee of the

Governmentof the Federation,‘ky the issue of bonds borrow. such sums

as the Corporation may require for purposes of its functions under

this Act. -

10.°The Corporation shall; not later than 30th June of each

year, submit to the Minister estimates of its income and expenditure

for the next*eucceedingfinancialyear. .

11. As soon as may beafter the end of each financial year the

Corporation shall— ,

Assembly, a report on its activities for the proceeding year, including

_ its audited account for that year; and

(b) publish in the Gazette a copy-of the said’ audited account.

12, The Corporation may make standing orders to regulate its

own proceedings,

13.—(1) The Corporation may subject to the approval of the

(a) submit to the Minister and. each House of the Natiofal”

Minister, make regulations for carrying into effect any of the provisions

of this Act.

_ (2) Without prejudice to subsection(1) of this section the regulations

made by the Corporation shall have effect from the date on which they

are published in the Gazette or such later date as the regulations may

prescribe, | |

(3) The Corporation shall as_soon as may be after making any

regulations, lay before each House of the National Assembly copies .

of those regulations,
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i 14, In this Act— Interpreta-

: - tion.

2 “Corporation” means Corporation established under section | ;

3 “Gazette’”’ means Oficial Gazette of the Federation ;

4 “Minister” means Minister of the Federal Government responsible

5 for transport ;

6 “President” means President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

7 Short title.15, This Act may be cited as the National Road Transport Cor-

8 poration Act 1982. a

SCHEDULE Section 3

Provisions RELATING TO THE CORPORATION

1, At any meeting of the Corporation the Chairman shall preside and
in his absence the members present shall appoint one of their number to
preside at that meeting. ‘ :

2. The quorum at any meeting of the Corporation shall be eight.

3. The proceedings of the Corporation shall not be affected by any
vacancy in its membershipor defect inthe appointment of a memberor by
reason that a person whois not a member has taken part in such proceedings.

4,—(1) Where the Corporation is desirous to obtain the advice of any
person on anyparticular matter the Corporation may co-opt that person a3
memberof the Corporation for suchmeeting or meetings as the Corporation
may decide. i,

_ (2) The person so co-opted shall have all the privileges of a member

except that he shall not be entitled to vote at any meeting of the Corporation
or count towards a quorum.

5.—(1) Thefixing of the seal of the Corporation shall be authenticated
by the signature of the Chairman or the General Manager or any member
authorized in that behalf by the Corporation.

(2) Any instrument or contract which if made or executed by an
individual need not be underseal, may be made ur executedon behalf of the

Corporation by any person generally or specifically authorized in that behalf
by the Corporation.

(3) Any document purported to be a document executed underseal of
the Corporation shall be received in evidence and shall unless the contrary :
is proved be presumedto be so executed.

' EXpLaNaTORY MEMORANDUM

This’ Bill seeks to establish a Corporation to organise an efficient and
effective inter-State road transportservice to link the Federal Capital with
all .State Capitals and other major cities of the Federation, and run a

similar transport service for the Federal Capital Territory.

Presiding at
“meetings.

Quorurn,

Validity ut
proreedings.

Co-sption.

Authenti-
cation of
instruments.


