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AGENGIES FROM OWNING SHARES IN ANY BODY SET UP FOR PUBLICATION

. OF NEwWsPAPERS : T'o DIvesT THE GOVERNMENT OR ANY AGENCY AFORE-
SAID°OF Ex,rsme SHARES IN SUCH vmrrunxs Am: FOR Punposm CON=

NECTED THEREWITH.
: [Spausored by Senator Isa Obam]

BE IT ENACTED by the _Na&anai Asseinbly of the Federal
Republic of N1ger1a and by aufhority of-'same as follows :—

-1.—(1) Not later than s six ‘months after the commencement of thls
Act the Government of the Federaﬁon shall divest 1tse1f and cause

any body set up under any Federal enactment to d.weet itself by way of

public sale thereof of any shares owned. by 1t or by su,ch body in any.

company or any other body (whether corporate or umncorporate) of

shares or other bene.ﬁcxal ownersth in any newspaper published in

-N:geua and in part.lcular, but thhout PJ:&]UI:].ICC to the generality of

the foregomg, in the ventures sPemﬁed hereunder, that is to say——

(a) the Daﬂy Tlmes of ngena Lxm.tted ;and
() the New Nigerian Newspapers Limited

(2) Subject to section 6 of the Interpre?:atxon Act 1964 (whlch i

provides, infer aluz ‘that the repeal of an’ enactment shall not affect the
prevmus operatlon of such enactment or anythmg duly done or suﬁ”ered
under the enactment), ‘the Dally 'I‘xmes of ngena. Lm.uted (Transfer

-of Certain Sharec) Decree 1979 is. hereby consequentlally repealed.
18

2. As from the commencement of this Act, it shall be unlawful
and illegal for the Govemment of the Federatzan or any body set up

_under any Federal enactment to own and. run, or forthat Govemment to
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establish a body_,- (whether corporate or unincorporate) to own and run

any bulmess Whose purpose or ostensible purpose is to publish any

newspaper for general e:rculatlon n ngena or any part thereof or
elsewhere

b "

3. Without prefudios 15 the. generility of sedioh 2 of this Acr

every peréon shall be entitled to nwe, establish and operate any medium,

. other than a telewmon or wireless hmadmsﬂng stat:on, for the dxs-

semnauon of mformatmn, 1cleas and opinions.

4. If any person acts in contravention of the prov:smna of sect:on 2,

he shall be gmlty of an oﬁ‘ence and shall be liable on conviction to’

-

imprisonment ‘for 4 term of five- years (l)r in the. case of a body
corporate to a fine of not less than ¥100,000. ©  * o
) Where an oﬁ'ence under this Act wh:ch has been comrmtted

. by a body corporate is proved to have been commtted w:th the eonsent :

or connivance of or to be attributable to any neglect on the part of
any director, manager secretary or other similar officer of the bedy -
coporate, or any person purportmg to act in any Such capamty, he shall
be deeméc?to be guﬂty of that oﬁ'ence and shall be ].lable to be proceeded
against and pumshed aeeerdmgly. : '

6. In t]ns Act— _

‘“Government of the Federation” inclu des any civil servant or any
qther public - officer”. | .
| ! “News papef” means any papE.l; containing public news, intelligence
or occurrences or any remarks, observatmns or comments theteun

printed for sale and pnbhshed 1in Nigeria penodlcally, .or in parts

~or numbers but does not mclude——

(6) the Federal Re_gt_g:hc- of Nigeria Official Gagette ;

—

(8) any publication issued by any ministry or department of the -
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, Newspapers (Prohibition of Government Ounership) . -~ 1980 No.

1 Federal 'Govemmen't or by any body established by or pursuant

with its oﬂiclal dutles !

(c) any ‘learned ]ou:nal pubhshed or 1ssued under authonty of
a.ny body ment:oned in paragraph (5) above.
7 This Act may be citedasthe Newspapers (Prohxblhon of Govem—
ment Owne:smp) Act 1980 e

EXPLANATORY N om

_This Bill seeks to give effect to the real intention and spmt of section
36'(1) of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria so as to gua-

rantee true freedom of the Press and remove any impediment to the opera- |
_ tmn of ths Consﬂtutmnal prov;sr.ons -

Sa B 3 : RE Lady Ny ._Smmn_lsa.osano,
AR I T . (Kwara South)

to any Federal enactment in the course of or closely connected
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3. Without prejudice to the. generality of section 2 of this Acr

other than a televmon or wireless ‘broadcasting station, for the dis-

semination of mformanon, xdeas and op:mons
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corporate to a fine of not less than 3¥100,000.

14 bya body corporate is proved to have been commn‘ted with the consent
15 or connivance of or to be attnbutable to any neglect on the part of '
16 any dn-ector manager secretary or other supxlar ofﬁcer of the body

- 17 coporate, or.any person purporting to act in any such capamty,- he shall

18 be deemed to be gl.u.lty of that offence and shall be hable to be proceeded

2@ ' 6. In tbzsAct—-— : _ _. _ " .
21 “Govemment of the Federation” includes any civil servant or any

.l

23 “Newspaper means any Paper containing pubhc news, 1nte1hgence

24 nr roccurrences or .any remarks, observatmns or comments thereon 2

25 pnnted for sale and published in ngena. penodncal]y, or.in parus

26 - or numbers  but does no;_nclude-— |

27 (a) the Federal Repul;E of N:gena Official Gazette ;

any. business ‘whose purpose or ostensxble purpose is to publish any_
newspaper, for general cxrculatxon in ngena or any part thereof or

every person shall be entitled to own, establish and operate any medium,

4. If any person acts in contravention of the provisions of section 2,
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,xmpnsonment foraterm of five years or in .the case ofa body"

13~ - 5, Where an oﬁ'ence under this Act Wh!Ch has- been comn:utted .
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i N Federa._l Government or by anj- ﬂb&}-gstéblished_ by or pursuant

2 to any Federal enactment m _the. course of or closely-on.;:nneq;ed

3 with its official duties § A b

% - (c) any learned jourﬁal_pﬁlﬁiiéﬁ_ed or issued under 'autho_rit_v of

-3 any. Body Iheﬂti(-;‘ned in paragraph ..(b) above. - - . - |

6 | 7. This Act maybecitedasthe Néwapépers(l’_i‘ohibition of Govern- IShq%t']i‘i.tle,
"7 ment qwﬁérship) Act 1980. Gk E
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-~ .- Exeranarory Note . a B
. This Bill seeks to give effect to-the real intention and spirit of section .
36 (1) of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria so as to gua--
- rantee true freedom of the Press and remove any impediment to the opera-
tion of th> Constitutional provisions. = S ; :
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SENATOR Isa OBARO, - !
(Kwara South).




