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AGENGIES FROM OWNING SHARES IN ANYBoDyYsET UP FOR PUBLICATION
-. OF Newspapers : To Divest THE‘GOVERNMENToR:ANYAGENCY AFORE-

‘SAID°OF EXISTING SHARESIN SUCHVENTURES : ANDFORPURPOSES CON- —
_ NECTED. THEREWITH.

» tbentoredby,Senator IsaOhare] oe .

BE IT ENACTED by tithe National Assembly of the Federal

Republic ofNigeria and by nathority: ofsatné gafollows :a

1.—(1). Not:laterthan.sixmonthsafter the commencementofthis

Act, the Government of theFederationshall divest itself and cause
¢

any. bodyset up under any Federal enactment to divest itselfby way of

public sale thereofof any shares owned.‘by itor bysuch bodyin any.

C33...

Commence-
ment,

Federal ~
_ Government’
to divest
itself of
ownership
of news-~

. papers,

company or any other body. (whethercorporate or tinincorporate) of |

shares or other beneficial ownershipin any newspaper published iin

Nigeria andiin particular, but withoutprejudice to the generality of

the foregoing,iin the ventures specified hereunder, that iis to say

(a) the Daily Times of Nigeria Limited;; and

(6) the New Nigerian Newspapers Limited
“ (2) Subject to section 6 of the Interpretation, Act 1964 (which .

provides, inter alia,that the repeal of:an:enactment.shall not affect the

previous operationof‘such enactment:or anything dulydone or‘suffered
under the enactment);the DailyTimes of Nigetia Limited (Transfer

“of Certain Shares) Decree1979.3is. hereby consequentially repealed,

18 2. As from the commencement of this Act, itshall be unlawful.

and illegal forthe‘Government of the Federation orany body setup
underanyFederal enactment toown and.TUN,0orforthat Government to

X

* Federal .
Government
prohibited
from owning
newspapers
ereafter,
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a

establish a body. (whether corporate or wnincorporate) to. own and run—

anybusinesswhose Purpose.or ostensible purpose isto publish any

newspaper for general circulation im Nigeria or any part thereof or

elsewhere. a . |

3. Without prejudice to the. generality of section 2of this Act’

7 7

every person shall beentitled to own, establishand operate any medium,

other than a television or‘wireless broadcasting station, for the dis-

semination of information, ideas andopinions: .

4Teanypersonactsin contravention of the provisions. ofsection 2,

he shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to’

imprisonment‘for $term ‘of five years iz in. the.case of a body

corporate‘to a fine ofnotJess than 23100,0000fF a » r"

"5Where an offence under this Act which‘has been committed

- bya body corporatei proyed to have been committed with the consent —:

or connivance of or to be attributable to any neglect on the part of,

any director, manager, secretary or other similar officer of the body «

coporate,or any person purporting to act in any such capacity, he shall

bedeemedtobe guilty ofthat offenceand shallbeliable to be proceeded “

against and punished accordingly. a | a

6. In this Act— a . — -

“Government of the Federation” includes<any civil servant. or any

other public :officer” | | |

: “Newspaper” means.s any paper containing public:news, intelligence

or occurrences or any remarks, ‘observations or comments thereon

printed for sale‘and publishedin Nigeria periodically, or in parts

or numbers «+ but doesnot include—

(a) the Federal ‘Republic of Nigeria Official Gazette;5

(5) any publication issued by any ministry or department of the - oS
—_—



Nousbabers (Prohibition of GovernmentOranership)2! 1980No. oo CBE

4 Federal Government<orbyaany body established by or pursuant

to any Federal enactment in the course ofor closely connected

with its official duties;

© anylearned journal published.or. issued under authority of

any body mentionediin paragraph (8) above.

& This Act maybecitedas the Newspapers (Prohibition of Govern- Short Title.

ment Ownership) Act 1980. os

EXPLANATORY NOTE

. This Bill seeksto give effect to therealintention and apitit of section
36'(1) of the Constitution ofthe. Federal Republicof Nigeria so as to gua-
ranteetrue freedom of the Press and remove any impediment totheopera-

. tion Of th> Constitutional Provisions. or

Ss eeSmvatorIsa Onno,
mt i  Rewara South)
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other public officer”. .

establish abody.(whether corporate or unincorporate) to own and-“run

any business ‘whose purposeor ostensible Purpose is to publish any

newspaper.for general circulation iin‘Nigeria or any part thereof or

elsewhere, . -

3, Withoutprejudice to ‘the. generality of section. 2. ofthis Act.

everyperson shall be entitled to own, establish and operate any mediuin,

_ otherthan a television or wireless°broadcastingstation, for the dis-

semination of information, ideas.and opinions.

4. Ifanyperson actsin.contravention of theProvisionsof section 2,

heshshall be guilty of an offence andshall be liable on conviction- to .

. imprisonment for a term of five years or in. the case ofa body 7

corporate to a fine of nnot3 less than ¥100.,000.

5Where an offence ‘under. this Act which has. been conimitted |

-bya body corporate is proved tohavebeen committed with the consent

or connivance of orto be attributable to any neglect on the part of, .

any director, manager, secretary or other supilar officer of the body .

coporate, or. any person purporting toactiin any suchcapacity, he shall

_ be deemedtobeguilty ofthat offence and shall be liable to be proceeded

against. and. punished_abeciingly.

6. In thisAct— Te
“Government of the Federation” includes any civil servant or any

.»

“Newspaper” meansany papercontaining public news, intelligence -

r-rocourrences or any remarks, observations or comments thereon2

printed for sale andpublished in Nigeria periodically, «or-in\ parts

- ornumbers5but does not

t

include— |

@) the Federal Repub|of Nigeria Official Gazette ;

(0) any¥ publication issued by any ministry or departmentofthe oe
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1 Federal Government or byany body established by or pursuant —

“toany Federal. enactment in the course of or closely connected

with Jits official duties;

any. body mentioned in paragraph(b) above. -

2

A (c) any learned journal. published or issued under authority of

6

7

7. This Act maybecitedasthe Newspapers (Prohibition of Govern- shortTile,

-

: ft

‘7 ment Ownership) Act1980.

. ot
- EXPLANATORY NOTE _ ; .

_. This Bill seeksto give effect to-the real intention and spirit of section.
36 (1) of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria'so as to ‘gua--

'-Yantee true freedom ofthe Press andremove any impediment to the opera-
_ tion of th> Constitutionalprovisions. ,

: - °° > Sgwaror Isa Oxaro,
Se (Kwara South).
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