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BIRTHS AND DEATHS (COMPULSORY REGISTRATION)
: DECREE 1979

Decree No. 39
[1st September 1979]

» THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby decrees as
follows :— -

1—(1) Notmthstandmg the provisions of any laws relating to the
registration of births and deaths, the registration of births and deaths shall,
as from 1st September 1979, be compulsory in all cases and such registration
shall be effected ‘as provided under the aforementloned laws and in the
following provisions of this Decree, _

(2) In this section references to laws relating to the registration of births
and deaths are references to any of the following laws that may be appheable

m the State concerned, that is to say—

() the Births and Deaths and Burials Law as in force in the Anambra,
Cross River, Imo and Rwers States ;

(5) the Births, Deaths and Burials Law as inforce in the Bauch: Benue,

Borno, Gongola Kaduna, Kario, Kwara, nger, Plateau and Sokoto States e

(0 the Buths Deaths and Burials Law as in force in Ogun, Ondo and
Oyo States ; o

(@) the Births, Deaths and Burials Law of Lagos State ; and

 (¢) the Bisths, Deaths and Busials Law of Bendel State ;
and the said laws shall hereafter continue to have effect as if they were Federal

enactments but with each such law having effect and applicable as a Federal
enactment to the State concerned.
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—-—(1) There shall be appointed an official to be known as the Registrar-
General who shall exercise the powers and perform the duties conferred

~or imposed under or pursuant to this Decree and until such a person is

appointed, the Head of the Federal Military Government may designate
any public officer in the Cabinet Office to perform the functions conferred
on the Registrar-General under or pursuant to this Decree.

(2) There shall be appointed such number of State Registrars, Régis—

. trars and other supporting staff as may be necessary for the purposes of this

Decree and any act or thing required by or under this Decree to be done by
to or before the Registrar-General may be done by, to or before any such

" officer authorised generally or spec:la]ly in that behalf by the Registrar-

General,

(3) The Registrar-General, State reg-istrars and other staff afore-
mentioned shall be officers in the public service of the Federation within
the meaning of the Constitution of the Federation; but until appointments
are so made, any person discharging the duties of the office of the most senior
registrar in a State pursuant to any of the laws mentioned in section 1 of
%ns Decree shall be deemed to be the State Registrar for the purpos&; of this

ecree.

C)) Every Secretary to a Local Government and every registrar appointed
under or pursuant to any of the aforementioned laws shall be registrars
for the purposes of this Decree.

3. Pei-hal ol Wi Sl mlbon sbised is hereby
appointed as a registrar for the purposes of this Decree and, accordingly,
notwithstanding the provisions of any law in force elsewhere—

(a) every such head shall be responsible for registration of births
and deaths of Nigerian citizens notified to him by any person or authonty
in the country or countries to which he is accredited ; and

(b) the provisions of this Decree relating to the rendering of returns by
State Registrars shall be construed as if references to State Reglstrars
were references to registrars appointed under this section.

4.—(1) Every registrar shall in the months of January, Apnl ]uly

- and October, on such days as may be appointed by the Registrar-General—

(@) make and deliver to the State Registrar in the prescribed form
a true copy certified by him in the prescribed manner, of all the entries
of births and deaths made in the registers kept by him during the period
of three months ending with the last day of the month immediately preced-
ing that in which a copy is required by this section to be made ;

(6) if no birth or death has been registered in his district during that
period, deliver to the State Registrar in the prescnbed form a certificate
to that effect under his hand.

(2) Where a certified copy is delivered to the State Registrar under sub-
section (1) above, the State Registrar shall verify the copy and if the copy is -
found to be correct, shall certify it under his hand to be a true copy ; and
where a certificate that there has been no registration, is so delivered, the ;
_State Registrar shall countersign the certificate. -
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* 5. Every State Registrar shall, four times in every year on such days as
may be appointed by Reglstra:-GeneraI send to the Registrar-General all
certified copies of entries in the register of births or deaths which he has
received during the three months immediately preceding the days so
appointed respectwely, and if the copy of any part of any register has not
" been duly delivered to him, the State Registrar shall procure, as soon as
is poss:cli)iledcens;sten’clv with the provisions of this Decree, that the deficiency
is remedie : :

6. —-(1) Every registrar shall keep safely all registers of births and deaths
which are in his custody and when not in use, the registers shall be kept in the
regnster box provided for the purpose by the Registrar-General.

(2) When a register of births or a register of deaths is filled the regxstrar
shall deliver it to the Smte Regmtra.r to be kept by.him with the records of
his office.

(3) The certified copies sent to the Regnstrar—General under section 5
of this Decree shall be [l:'ept in the general register office in such order and
manner as the Registrar-General may think fit. ;

- 7.—(1) No alteration shall be made in any reglster of births or deaths
except as authorised by this or any other enactment.

(2) Any clerical error which may from time to time be dlscovered in any

such register may, in the prescribed manner be corrected by any person
authorised in that behalf by the Reg:stra.r-Genera1

(3) Any error.of fact or substance in any such register may be corrected

by entry in the margin gwithout any alteration of the original entry) by the
officer having custody of the register upon production to him by the person
concerned of a statutory declaration setting forth the nature of the error
and the true facts of the case made by two qualified informants of the birth
or death with reference to which the error has been made ; or in default of

two qualified informants, then by two credible persons havmg knowledge of

the truth of the case.

(4) Where an error of fact or substance (other than an error relating to
the cause of death), occurs in the information given by a coroner’s certificate
concemmg a dead body upon which, or a death touching which, he has held
*.an inquest the coroner may, if satisfied by evidence on oath or statutory.

‘declaration that such an error exists, certify under his hand to the officer

having the custody of the register in which the information is entered the
nature of the error and the true facts of the case as ascertained by him on that
evidence and the errors may thereupon be corrected by that officer in the
register by entering in the margin (without any alteration of the original entry)
the facts as so cemﬁed by the coroner. :

8.—(1) The Reg:strar-General shall cause indexes of all certified copies
of entries in registers sent to him under this Decree or under any other
enactment to be made and kept in the general register office.

. (2) Any person shall be entitled to search the said indexes at any time
when the general register office is open for that purpose and to have a certified
copy of any entry in the said certified copies on payment of the prescribed

fee to the Registrar-General or to such other officer as may be appointed to

act on his behalf.
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9.—(1) Every State Regisi:rar shall cause indexes. of the registers of

 births and registers of deaths in his office to be made and to be kept with the

other records of that office and the Registrar-General shall supply to every
superintendent registrar suitable forms for the making of such indexes.

(2) Any person shall be entitled at any time when the register office is
required to be opened for the transaction of public business to search the
said indexes and to have a certified copy of any entry in the said registers
under the hand of the State Registrar on payment by that person of the
prescribed fee to the State Registrar. PR

10.—(1) The following provisions of this section shall have effect in
relation to entries in registers kept under this Decree or any other enactment.

(2) The entry or a certified copy of any entry of 2 birth or death in a
register, or in a certified copy of a register, shall not be evidence of the birth
or death concerned unless the entry purports to be signed by some person
professing to be the informant and to be such person as might be required
by this Decree or any law at the date of the entry to give to the registrar,
information concerning that birth or death : ' )

Provided that this section shall not apply—

_ (a) in relation to an _éntry of a birth which not being an entry signed by a
. person professing to be a State Registrar purports to have been made with
the authority of the Registrar-General ;or

. (b) in relation to an entry of a death which purports to have been made _
upon a certificate from a coroner ; or :

" (¢) in relation to an entry of a birth or death which purports to have been
made in pursuance of any enactment relating to the registration of births
and deaths at sea,

(3) Where more than three months have intervened between the date of
the birth of any child and the date when any living new-born child was
found exposed and the date of registration of the birth of that child, the entry
or a certified copy of the entry of the birth of the child in the register, or
in a certified copy of the register, shall not be evidence of the birth unless—

(@) if it appears that not more than twelve months have so intervened,
the entry purports either to be signed by the State Registrar as well as by
the registrar or to have been made with the authority -of the Registrar-
General ; ; 2 '

(8) if more than twelve months have so intervened, the entry puports to
have been made with the authority of the Registrar-Genezal : .

Provided that this subsection shall not apply in any case where the
original entry was made before the coming into force of any of the laws
mentioned in section 1 of this Decree. e -

(4) Where more than twelve months have intervened between the date of
the death or of the finding of the dead body of any person and the date of the
registration of that person’s death, the entry or a certified copy of the entry of
the death in the register or in.a certified copy of the tegister shall not be
evidence of the death unless the entry purports to have been made with the
authority of the Registrar-General : - -
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Provided that this subsection shall not apply in any case where the original

entry in the register was made before the coming into force of any of the laws

. mentioned in section 1 of this Decree.

(5) A certified copy of an entry in a register or in a certified copy of a
register shall be deemed to be a true copy notwithstanding that it is made on
gf‘m differentfrom that of which the original entry wasmade if any differ-
ences in the column headings under which the particulars appear in the
: origflni)al entry and. the copy are respectively differences of form only and not
-of substance. Rt : -

(6) The Registrar-General shall cause any certified copy of an entry

given in the general register office to be sealed or stamped with the seal of that

office ; and subject to the foregoing provisions of this section any certified copy

of an ‘entry purporting to be sealed or stamped with the said seal shall be

-received as evidence of the birth or death to which it relates without any’

further or other proof of the entry and no certified copy purporting to have

been given by the said office shall be of any force or effect unless it is sealed or

stamped as aforesaid. -

11. Itshall be the duty of the persons si)eciﬁed below to give or cause tobe

given, either orally or in writing within such time as may be prescribed,

 information to a registrar of the several particulars required to be entered in

prescribed forms, that is to say—

(@) in respect of births and deaths in 2 house, whether residential or non-

residential, not beinga place referred to in paragraphs (b) to (d) below, the
head of the house, or in case more than one household live in the house, the
‘head of each household, the head being the person who is so recognised by
the house or the household, and if he is not present in the house at any time

during the period within which the birth or death has to be reported, the
nearest relative of the head present in the house, and in the absence of any of

the above mentioned persons, any person present therein during the said
period ; ek ' : 5 :

(5) in respect of births and deaths in a hospital, health centre, maternity,

nursing home or other like institution, the medical officer in charge or any -

person authorised by him in that behalf; _
{c) inrespect of births and deathsin a prison, the officer in charge ;
~ (d) in respect of births and deaths in a hostel, boarding house, lodging
hl;)use, hotel, tavern, barracks or place of public resort, the person in charge
‘thereof ; : : ; & T :

(é) in respect of anew born child or dead body found deserted in a ﬁﬁblic
place, the village head or ward head (where such village head or ward head

1s not himself a registrar) in the case of a village and the officer in charge of a

police station elsewhere. s
12, If any person commits any of the fol]owing offences, that is to say—

(a) if being a registrar he refuses or without reasonable cause omits to
register any birth or death, or particulars concerning which information

has been tendered to him by a qualified informant and which he is required .

by or under this Decree to register ; or

Offences.
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(b) if being a person having custody of any register of births or register
of deaths, he carelessly loses or damages the register or allows the register
to be damaged, '

he shall be liable on conviction to a fine of 3200 or to impriéonment for six
months or to both such fine and imprisonment. ;

13. If any person commits any of the following offences, that is to say—

(a) if being required by or under this Decree or any other enactment
to give information concerning any birth or death or any living new born
child or any dead body, he wilfully refuses to answer any question put
to him by the registrar relating to the particulars required to be registered
concerning the birth or death or save as provided in this Decree, fails to
comply with any requirement of the registrar made hereunder ; :

(b) if he refuses or fails without reasonable excuse to give, deliver or

seng, any certificate which he is required by this Decree to give, deliver or
send ; '

t
(¢) if being a parent and save as Frovided in this Decree he fails to give
. information concerning the birth of his child as required by this Decree ;

(d) if beinga personupon whom a duty to give information concerning

.a death is imposed by any enactment he fails to give that information and
that information i$ not given, :

he shall be liable on conviction to a fine of not more than 350 or imprisonment

for one month or to both such fine and imprisonment in respect of each
offence. . : _ . '

14. If any person forges or falsifies any certificate, declaration or order |
under this Decree, or knowingly uses or gives or sends to any person as genuine
any false or forged certificates, declaration or order for the purposes of this

Decree, he shall be liable on conviction to a fine of 3200 or imprisonment
for six months or to both such fip. iraprisonment. :

15. The Federal Execytive Council may make regulations generally
for the purposes of this Defree and for the due administration thereof.

16. In this Decree, unless the context otherwise requires—
“birth” means the birth of a child born alive ;

“prescribed” means prescribed by regulations made under section 15

| of this Decree ;

“““qualified informant” in relation to any birth or deathi means a person
who by this Decree, or in the case of a birth or death occurring before 1st
September 1979 by any other enactment, is required or stated to be qualified

. to give information concerning that birth or death ¢

“registrar” in relation to any birth or death means the registrar of births
and deaths for a district in which the birth or death takes place.or where
any living new born child is found exposed or any dead body is found and
no information as to the place of birth or'death is available for the
district in which the child or dead body is found and includes every
registrar appointed by or pursuant to any law mentioned in section 1 of
this Decree ; _ &

“Registrar-General” means the person appointed as such pursuant to
section 2 of this Decree ; '
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~ “State Registrar” in relation to aﬁy registrar means the registrar of births
and deaths in a State in the Federation appointed pursuant to this Decree.

. 17.—(1) This Decree may be cited as-the Births and Deaths (Com-
pulsory Registration) Decree 1979 and shall come into force on 1st September
1979, : ' § s T . '

. (2) The provisions of this Decree are in addition to and not in derogation
of the Laws mentioned in section 1 herein, so however-that where the pro-
visions of any such Law is in conflict with any provisions of this Decree,
the provisions of this Decree shall prevail.

MADE at Lagos this 3rd day of August 1979.

GeneraL O. Oasanjo,
Head of the Federal Military Govermnent,
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces,
Federal Republic of Nigeria

_ EXPLANATORY NOTE _
(This note does not form part of the above Decree
but is intended to explain its purpose).

; 'I_'He Decree makes it compulsory for every birth and death occurring as
from 1st September 1979 to be registered in accordance with this Decree and
as supplemented by existing laws. It makes provision for the appointment of a

Registrar-General to whom all returns relating to births and deaths in Nigeria

(and in the case of Nigerians abroad by our diplomatic missions) shall be
made from time to time and for other sundry matters for the due administra-
tion thereof. Penalties are provided for in the Decree for failure of any person
responsible therefor in registering a birth or a death.

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY OF THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF NIGERTA
AND PRINTED BY THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION, PRINTING Division, Lacos

Citation, etc.




INDUSTRIAL PROMOTION DECREE 1979

Decree No. 40 o
[3rd August 1979]

WhaeReas the importation of certain goods has been, and may hereafter
_ be, prohibited by law and it is necessary that any such prohibition should
. remain in force for a reasonable length of time in ‘order to encourage the
manufacture of such goods, or as the case may require of expansion in
production thereof, by industrial undertakings in Nigeria, in sufficient
quantities for both the domestic market and for export trade : ' .
AND WHEREAS it is necessary and expedient to make provision by law
in that behalf and for the purposes of ensuring the maintenance of high
- quality of any such goods and competitive pricing thereof and other matters
connected therewith : .
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- NOW, THEREFORE, THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERN-

MENT hereby decrees as follows :—

1.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Decree, goods the importation
of which—" =~ . .

L

'3 i .
: (a) is prohibited by Part II of Schedule 1 to the Import Prohibition
"~ Order 1979 ; or k :

(6) is hereafter prohibited by the Customs and Excise Management Act
1958 or by any subsidiary legislation made thereunder ; -
shall remain prohibited for a period of eight years from the date of coming

.into force of the prohibition concerned. o

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, the provisions of this Decree shall not
apply in respect of goods the importation of which is so prohibited if the
production or manufacture, sale or purchase, possession or use of any such

. goods in Nigeria is unlawful pursuant to the aforesaid Act or any other
enactment or law. -

2.—(1) Every manufacturer of any of the goods mentioned in subsection
(1) of section 1 of this Decree— - _ :
(a) shall, where production of the goods has started in Nigeria and the
quality of the goods concerned i5 not already so, take steps to enhance the
- said quality as soon asmay be afterthe coming into force of the prohibition
concerned so as to ensure that it compares favourably with the quality of
similar goods manufactured to the highest standards elsewhere ; '
(6) shall, where production of the goods has not started in Nigeria, take
steps to ensure that upon starting production thereof in Nigeria, the
quality of such goods shall compare favourably with the quality of similar
goods manufactured to the highest standards elsewhere ;
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and shall, subject to section 11a of the Nigerian Standards Organisation
Decree 1971 (relating to Mandatory Industrial Standards), conform with any
Nigerian Industrial Standards prescribed under that Decree as may be
directed by the Facilitation Committee in that behalf. o

(2) In addition to the exercise of powers conferred on any person or

" authority under the provisions of the Price Control Decree 1977, the Pro-

ductivity, Prices and Incomes Board Decree 1977 or any other enactment’
relating to prices of goods, the Commissioner may direct the Facilitation

Committee to specify the price at which any such manufacturer may sell .

the goods concerned or to establish a scheme or arrangement relating to
resale price maintenance for the manufacturers and distributors (whether
selling by wholesale or retail) of such goods. -

(3) Where any manufacturer directed by the Committee to coh:piy with
a Nigerian Industrial Standard feels aggrieved by the decision, it may within

30 days after receipt of any such direction appeal to the Commissioner

against the decision and any determination of the Commissioner in respect of
any such appeal shall be final and shall not be subject to any further appeal.

(4) Where pursuant to subsection (2) above I_:he price of goods is specified
or where any resale price maintenance scheme or arrangement is established
by the Committee in relation thereto, then the goods concerned shall, as the
case may require— . b _ .

(@) be deemed to be goods of the class specified in Schedule 1 to the

Price Control Decree 1977 ; or ' o ¥ no @ .

(b) be deemed to be goods in respect of which an order is in force

pursuant to section 8 of the aforesaid Decree. ;
(5) Any person who contravenes the provisions of ‘subsection (1), (2)
or (4) of this section shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction—
(@) in respect of any offence under subsection (1), to the penalties
prescribed in section 11a of the Nigerian Standards Organisation Decree
1971 ; and ' ‘ : ,

(b) in respect of any offence under subsection (2) or (4), to the penalties
prescribed in section 6 or, as the case may require, section 8 of the Price
Control Decree 1977 ;

and accordingly, the other provisions of those enactments shall be construed .

- with such modifications as may be necessary to give effect to the provisions of

" this section.
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3. For the purposes of the proper implementation and due administration

~ of the provisions of this Decree, the Commissioner may “issue directions
‘generally to manufacturers of the goods referred to in subsection (1) of section

1 of this Décree or specially to any manufacturer of any such goods and it shall
be the duty of the manufacturers or manufacturer concerned to comply with

such directions or cause them to be complied with.

4.—(1) There is hereby established a committee to be known as the
Facilitation Committee which shall advise the Commissioner on the
implementation of the provisions of this Decree and discharge any other

function conferred on it by this Decree. e
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(2) The Committee shall consist of the Permanent Secretary, Federal
Ministry of Industries, as the Chairman thereof and the following other
members, that is— :

(a) a representative of each of the following. Federal Ministries, that is—
(#) Agriculture and Water Resources, - ' :
'(#) Economic Development, and
(%) Finance ;
(b) a representative each of the following bodies, that is—
(¢) the Nigerian Standards Organisation,
(%) the Price Control Board, and
(##) the Department of Customs and Excise ;

(¢) two representatives of the Manufacturers Association of Nigeria ; -

- (d) two representatives of the Nigerian Chamber of Commerce, Industry,
Mines and Agriculture ; and ' |

(¢) two representatives of consumers’ interests. (at least one of whom
shall be a woman) to be appointed by the Commissioner.

- (3) Members of the Committee (not being public officers) shall hold
office for two years and shall be eligible for re-appointment for one further
period of two years.

5.-—(1) The quorum for meetings of the Committee shall be six af least
one of whom shall be a member appointed under paragraph (c), (d) or (e)
of subsection (1) of section 4 of this Decree. : '

(2) The Committee may co-opt persons who are not members thereof

to any meeting of the Committee and such persons may take part in the
deliberations of the Committee but shall not be entitled to vote at a meeting of
the Committee. _

(3) The Committee shall have power to regulate its proceedings and may
make standing orders for that purpose and, subject to any such standing orders,
‘may function notwithstanding any vacancy in its' membership or the absence
of any member,

(4) There shall be a Secretary to the Committee who shall be a public
officer designated as such in the Federal Ministry of Industries.

(5) The administrative expenses of the Committee shall be borne by the

Federal Military Government.

6.—(1) For the purposes of this Decree, the Secretary of the Committee
may by notice in writing addressed to or served on any person carrying on
an. industrial undertaking in respect of goods referred to in subsection (1)
of section 1 of this Decree require that person to furnish in such form as
he may direct information on such matters as may be specified by him,

(2) A person required to furnish returns pursuant to subsection (1)
above, shall within 42 days of the notice comply with the notice. ,

" 7.—~1) Any manufacturer of goods mentioned in subsection .(1) of
section 1 of this Decree who, for the purpose of complying with section 6
of this Decree— - : g
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(@) makes or presents.ﬁny declaration or statement which is false j or

(b) produces any invoice or other document which is false in any
material particular or has not been given by the person by whom it purports
to have been given or which has in any way been altered or tampered with,

shall be guilty of an offence under this section unless such manufacturer
proves that it had taken all reasonable steps to ascertain the truth of the
statement made, or contained in any document so presented or produced
or to satisfy itself of the genuineness of the invoice or undertaking.’

(2) Any manufacturer found guilty of an offence under this section
shall be liable on conviction— _— :

(a) in the case of an individual, to a fine of 31,000 or jmprisonment
for two years or to both such fine and imprisonment ; and :
“(b) in the case of a body corporate, to a fine of not less than 35,000.

8. Where an offence under this Decree is committed by a body corporate
or firm or other association of individuals— L

(a) every director, manager, secretary -or other similar officer of the
body corporate ; : . :
(b) every partner or officer of the firm ;

(c) every person concerned in the management of the affairs of the
association ; or : ' '
* (d) every person who was purporting to act in any such capacity as
aforesaid, o . o

shall severally be guilty of that offence and liable to be prosecuted and
punished for the offence in like manner as if he had himself ‘committed the’

* offence in an individual capacity, unless he proves that the act or omission

constituting the offence took place without his knowledge, consent or conni-
vance. ' R : ’

9.—(1) Offences under this Decree shall, unless otherwise provided
for under any other enactment, be triable by the Federal Revenue Court.

_ (2) The prosecution of offences under this Decree shall, subject as
aforesaid, be at the instance of the Attorney-General of the Federation.

10. In this Decree, unless the context otherwise requires—

“Chairman” means the Chairman of the Committee ;

“Commissioner” means the Federal Commissioner charged with
responsibility for industries ;

“Committee” means the Facilitation Committee. established under
section 4 of this Decree ; ; :

“consumer” includes any person'(whether or not another manufacturer)
who buys goods from a wholesale or retail trader in the goods concerned ;

.“manufacttrer" means any person who carries on a business in Nigeria
of manufacturing goods, whether directly from raw materials or by way
of assembly of imported parts or otherwise howsoever, and includes—



Industrial Promotion __ " 1979 No. 40 _ |

A329

* (@) a person who, in the course or for the purposes of his busiheas,
applies a chargeable process in the course of making goods ; and

(&) 'n'persun who manufactures goods for or in use in or in connection
with a business carried on by him or any other manufacturer ;

“member” includes the Chairman,

11. This Decree may be cited as the Industrial Promotion Decree 1979.

MabE at Lagos this 3rd day of August 1979.

" GeneraL O. OBasANjo, _
Head of the Federal Military Government,

Commander-in-Chief of the Arined Forces,

-Federal Republic of Nigeria

ExpLANATORY NOTE.

(This note does not form part of the above Decree
- but is intended to explain its purpose)

The Decree provides that goods the importation of which is absolutély ._

prohibited by any order shall remain prohibited for a period of eight years
from the operative date of such order so as to encourage the manufacture
of such goods in Nigeria, and where already manufactured to facilitate
expansion of production thereof, not only to satisfy domestic demand but
also for export, ,

- The Decree makes it obligatory for manufacturers to ensure that the
quality of the goods concerned is not below the highest standards available
outside Nigeria while machinery is devised in the Decree to ensure competitive
pricing of any such goods, :

. PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY OF THE FRDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA
AND PRINTED BY THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION, PRINTING DivisioN, LAGos

Citation.



SUPREME COURT (AMENDMENT) DECREE 1979

Decree No, 41
[30th Suly 1979]

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby decrees as
follows :— - : '

1. Section 3 (1) of the Supreme Court Act 1960 éas. substituted by the
Adaptation of Laws (Federal Provisions) Order 1960 and subsequently
amended by the Justices of the Supreme Court Act 1964 and the Supreme
- Court (Amendment) Decree 1977) which proyides that the number of Justices

of the Supreme Court apart from the Chief Justice. of Nigeria shall be ten is

hereby further amended by the substitution for the word “ten” of the word
“tWClVC”. a8 . .. ‘ ‘ : .

2.—(1) This Decree may be cited as the Supreme Court (Amendment)
- Decree 1979 and shall be deemed to have come into force on 30th July 1979,
 (2) The Justices of the Supreme Court Act 1964 which is spent and the

Supreme Court (Amendment) Decree 1977 are heréby consequentially
repealed. _ ' ' . .

MAabE at Lagos this 3rd day of August 1979..

- 'GENERAL O, OBASANJO,
Head of the Federal Military Government,

Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces,

Federal Republic of Nigeria

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY OF THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA
AND PRINTED BY THE MINISTRY-OoF INFORMATION, PRINTING DiIvisioN, LAGos
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NATIONAL YOUTH SERVICE CORPS (AMENDMENT)
(No. 2) DECREE 1979

Decree No. 42
[Sth May 1979]

i THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNI\«IENT hereby decrees as
ollows :—

1.—(1) The Natmnal Youth Service Corps Decree 1973 (as amended
- by the National Youth Service Corps (Amendment) Decree 1979) is hereby
- anended as follows :—

(@) in subsection (2) of section 2 thereof for the words “]anuary 1977”
there shall be substituted the words “Ist July 19777 ;

(5) for subsections (2) and (3) of Sectlon 3 thereof, there shall be sub-
- stituted the following new subsections— .

~ “(2) The Directorate shall comprise the followmg members, that is—
(@) aChairman ;

(b) five persons to represent the universities in Nigeria in rotatlon,
so however that no two of them shall come from one university at
the same time ;

(¢) one meml;er of the _armed forces of Nigena 3
(@) one member of the Nigéria Police Force ;

(e) a representatnve of the ngenan Employers Consultative
Association;

(f) the Director appoin_ted under section 5 of this Decree ;
(2) one répresentative of the Cabinet Office ;
(%) onc representative of the Federal Ministry of Education ; 1

* (4) one representative of the Federal Mlmstry of Labour, Youth

and Sports
B¢ two representatives each of the follamng, that isto say—— _
(f) polytechnics or equivalent institutions,
(#%) advanced teacher training colleges ;and -~ .
- (%) three other persons, at least one of whom shall be a woman.

(3) The Chairman and members of the Directorate shall be appomted '

by Head of the Federal Miltary Government.
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(4) A member of the Directorate who is not a public officer shall hold
office for a term of three years from the date of his appointment and shall

_ be eligible for re-appointment for one further term only.”

2. This Decree may be cited as the National Youth Service 'Corps
(Amendment) (No. 2) Decree 1979 and shall be deemed to have come into
force on 8th May 1979. _ '

MaADE at Lagos this 3rd day of August 1979.

GeneraL O. OBasAN]oO,
Head of the Federal Military Government,
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces,
Federal Republic of Nigeria

ExpLANATORY NOTE

(This note does not form part of the above Decree
but is intended to explain its purpose)

The Decree further amends the National Youth Service Corps Decree
1973 to make it clear that the removal of the age requirement for compulsory

~ service in the Youth Corps was effective from 1st July 1977 and not January -

1977.

PuBLISHED BY AUTHORITY OF THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA -

AND PRINTED By THE MINISTRY OF, INFORMATION, PRINTING DivisioN, LaGos



NIGERIAN INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
(AMENDMENT) DECREE 1979 :

Decree No. ‘_{3
:  [3rd August 1979]

» THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby decrees as
ollows :— . - o

1. Paragraph (c) of section 2 of the Nige'ﬁén Institute of International

Affairs Decree 1971 (which relates to the power of the Institute to establish

branches of the Institute in Nigeria) is hereby repealed.

2. This Decree may be cited as the Nigerian Institute of International
Affairs (Amendment) Decree 1979,

 Mape at Lagos this 3rd day of August 1979,

, - GENERAL O, OBasaNjo,

L o ' Head of the Federal Military Government,

R ' Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces,
' , - - Federal Republic of Nigeria

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY OF THR FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA
AND PRINTED BY THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION, PRINTING DivisioN, Lacos
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NIGERIAN NATIONAL PETROLEUM CORPORATION

(AMENDMENT) DECREE 1979

Decree No. 44

[1st October 1978]

;. THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hercby “dectees a8
ollows :(— ' .

" 1. The Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation Decres 1977 (as
amended by the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (Amendment)
Decree 1978) is hereby amended as follows :— '

(a) in section 1 thereof—

1

(£) for subsection (3) thei'e.s‘hall be substituted the following new
subsection— ' T ; :

. “(3) The Chairman shall be.a Commissioner in the Government -

of the Federation to be known and styled as the Federal Com-

_missioner for Petrolgum.” $and 5 o

(#) in subsection (4), immediately after the words “‘members of the
Board” there shall be inserted thé expression “(other than the Chair-

-man)” ; o :
. ﬁb) immediately after section 1 thereof, there shall be inserted the -
fo ' ' :

owing new section 1la—

- “Alternate  1a,—(1) There may be appointed bjr the Supreme Mhtary

Chairman,

| Cap. 122.

Council an Alternate Chairman who may, pursuant to any general
or special delegation given in that behalf by the Commissioner,

exercise the powers conferred upon the Commissioner or Chair- -

man under this Decreg %

i

* Provided that nothing in' the foregoing shall be construed as

preventing' the exercise by the Commissioner himself of any
power so delegated. _

(2) The provisions of the Ministers’ Statutory powers and

Duties (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act shall not apply to any

delegation made under this section and the question whether

- any delegation has been made hereunder shall not be inquired
* into except at the instance of the Commissioner.” ; .

(c) in subsection (2) of section 9 thereof for the words “The Commissioner
may delegate’ there shall be substituted the words “The Commissioner

and

may delegate to-the Alternate Chairman (where one is appointed) or” ;

A 337
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(d) immediately after paragraph 2 of Schedule 1 thereto; there shall be =
re-instated paragraph 3 (previously repealed) as follows— s
“3. The provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 above shall not apply to
‘the Chairman.” EE

Citation, 2.—(1) This Decree may be cited as the Nigerian National Petroleum

commence-  Corporation (Amendment) Decree 1979 and shall be deemed to have come

g’;ﬁ:l?nd - into force on 1st October 1978. ' .o

1078 No.16. (2) The Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (Amendment) Decree
1978 is hereby consequentially repealed. -

Mabe at Lagos this 3rd"day of August 1979,

' GeneraL Q. OBasanjo, ,
Head of the Federal Military Government,

- Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces,
Federal Republic of Nigeria o

ExpLanaTORY NOTE

(This note does not form part of the above Decree but is
intended to explain its purpose)
The Decree amends the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation
Decree 1977 and, amongst other things, provides for the appointment of an
_ alternate chairman for the Corporation to whom the Commissioner may
from time to time delegate his. powers.

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY OF THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF Nmm_
AND PRINTED BY THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION, PRINTING DivisioN, LAGos



DIPLOMATI‘IC IMMUNITIES AND PRIVILEGES (AMENDMENT)
* ' DECREE 1979 :

Decree No, 45

[3rd August 1979]

. THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby decress as

follows - :—

. 1. The application of section 11 of the Diplomatic Immunities and_
Privileges Act 1962 (pertaining to the immunities and privileges of interna- -

tional organisations and persons connected- therewith) shall extend to the
- international organisations known as “National - Liberation Movements”

(Bereinafter referred to as “‘the movements’) and- accordingly that section shall
have effect as if — ' ' - _

(a) the reference in subsection (1) thereof to an organisation in respect
of which the Commissioner may make an order included a reference to the
~movements ; and CoRT '

(b) the persons described in subsection (2) (b) (i) thereof included
- persons, classes or groups of persons connected with the movements and
specified by name or otherwise or described by reference to their
. professions - or - undertakings. . _

2. This Decree may be cited as the Diplomatic Immunities and Privileges
(Amendment) Decree 1979. - s

MabE at Lagos this 3rd day of August 1979, -

+ . Generar O, OBasanjo, *u

- Head of the Federal Military Government,

' Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces,
Federal Republic of Nigeria :
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ExpPLANATORY NOTE

(This note does not form part of the above Decree but 1 is intended to
explain its purpose)

The Decree extends the application of the Diplomatic Immunities and

- Privileges Act 1962 to include national liberation movements and enables

. the Commissioner for External Affairs to make anorder the effect of which

will grant immunities and privileges to those movements affected by such
order and their representatives in Nigeria. ’

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY OF THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA
AND PRINTED BY THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION, PRINTING DIVISION, LAGOS



KAINJI LAKE NATIONAL PARK DECREE 1979

ARRANGF.MENT OF SECTIONS

Section

Establuhmem of the Kany: Lake
National Park and Management
Board ete.

- 1. Establishment of the Kainji Lake' .

National Park and )anagement
Board.

I 2. Functions of the Board.
3. Controller of the Park.
4. Staff of the Board.
5, Vesting of assets.
6. Financial provisions.
7. Annual reports,
Offences of Penalty
8. -Restrictions -on entry into or
residence in the Park.

" 9. Restriction on. hunting, etc. in the
: Park.

10. Restrictions on weapons, etc. in

the Park.

11. Prohxbmon of introduction of
d animals, etc. into the Park.

12. Prohibition of domestlc ammals
inthe Park, .

13, Prohxbmon of introduction of

vegetable into the Park.
14. Penalty."
15. Right to search.

| Miscellaneous and Supplemtm
16. Regulattons

17. Interpretation.
18. Citation.

SCHEDULES

Schedule 1 Doro River Forast
Raserve

schedulez'-' Central  Borgu
Forest Reserve

Schedu.leB Zugurma Game -

Reserve

Schedule 4- : Tenure of ufﬁce,

Decree No. 46

THE FEDERAL MILITARY G

[30¢k Fuly 1979]

OVERNMENT hercby decrees as

Establzskmnt of the Kainfi Lake Natzonal Park and
Management Board, etc.

1.—(1) There is hereby estabhshed a Park to be known as the Kainji
Lake National Park (hereafter in this Decree referred to as “t.he Park’) whic]

p"i-

shall consist of the following areas, ‘that is to say—

(a) all that piece of land in the Borgu Division of the Kwara State known
as “the Borgu Forest Reserve” constituted by— ;

(?) the Borgu Local Government Doro River Forest Reserve Order

and

1961, the situation and- lnmts whereof are set out in Schedule 1 hereto

A341
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NNLN 39 () the Borgu Local Government Central Borgu Forest Reserve Order
of 1966. 1966, the situation and limits whereof are set out in Schedule 2 hereto ;
and - - : : '
. (b) all that piece of land in the Kotangora Division of the Niger State
- NNLN13 constituted by the Kotangora Local Government Zugurma Forest Reserve '
of 1964. - Order 1964 and the Zugurma Game Reserve Order 1971, the situation
NWSLN 7 and limits whereof are set out in Schedule 3 hereto.
- of 1971, ; ¢ SRt ; . -

* (2) The affairs of the Parlk shall be conducted by a board to be known as
the Kainji Lake National Park Management Board (hereafter in this Decree
referred to as “the Board™) which. shall be a body corporate by the name

-~ aforesaid and shall consist of the following members, that is—
(@) a Chairman to be appointed by the Commissioner with the approval

of the Federal Executive Council from among persons who possess a

detailed knowledge of the area of the Park; . ¥t

(@) a representative of the Federal Ministry of Trade ;
(e) a representative of the Nigerian Tourist Bo@rd :
(f) a representative of the Borgu Local Government g
(g) a representative of the Mariga Local Government ;
(%) the Director, Federal Department of Forestry ;
(¢) the Director, Kainji Lake Research Institute ;
() one person appointed by the Government of Kwara State ; and __
(k) one person appointed by the Government of Niger State.
. T 2.—(1) ‘The Board shall be charged with the general duty of—

(a) controlling, managing and maintaining the Park ;

(®) constructing roads, bridges, fences and such other works as the
Board may consider necessary for the purposes of the Park ;

(c) ensuring the security of wild and vegetable life within the Park ;.
_ (d) conserving and preserving in a natural state the Park and the wild
life therein ; : - '
(¢) ensuring the preservation and protection of any objects of geological,
archaeological, historical, aesthetic or scientific interest in the Park ;

(f) the development of facilities and amenities within the Park and the
 general utilisation of the Park for the benefit of the public ;

(g) fostering in the mind of the general public the necessity for wildlife
conservation and the importance of wildlife and National Parks with the
object of developing a greater appreciation of the value of wildlife and
scenic beauty as national assets ;and - ol

(k) doing all such things incidental to the foregoing functions which, in
the opinion of the Board are calculated to facilitate the carrying on of the
duties of the Board under this Decree. Y s ‘
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respect to the matters therein mentioned.

- 3.—(1) The Board shall, with the approval of the - Commissioner,
appoint a Controller of the Park (hereafter in this Decree be referred to as

(2) The Pfovigions of Schedule 4 to this Decree shall have effect with |

Controller
_of the Park.

“the Controller”) who shall, in the exercise of his functions under this

Decree, be responsible to the Board. -

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Decree, the Controller shallbe

' charged with the following responsibilities, that is to say—
- (@) the execution of the policies of the Board ;
" (b) the day to day running of the Partk;and .
() such other things as the Commissioner or the Board, as the case may
be, may require him to do. : : _ '

" (3) The exercise of the functions mentioned in subsection (2) above

shall, subject to any directions by the Board, be exercised in the name of the

Controller. , _
_(4) The Controller shall also be the secretary to the Board.
(5) The Controller may, subject to the provisions of this Decree and to
- any special or general directions of the Board, delegate any of his functions
~ to any employee of the Board. ' _
4.—(1) The Board shall, subject to this Decree, have power—
() to appoint such employees of the Board as it may determine ;

(6) to pay .ts employees such remuneration and allowances as are

payable to persons of equivalent grades in the public service of the Federation
. or of a State ; ) ' . .

(c) to set up a superannuation scheme (whether contributory or not) in
~ respect of its employees as it may determine. -

' Staff of the

Board.

(2) The employees of the Board shall exercise such duties as are con- .

 ferred upon them by this Decree or as are delegated or assigned to them by
t he Controller. . el

- ' 5.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Decree, all , rights,
liabilities a21d obligations whrich immediately before the coﬁee;gmegt tgf
this Decree (hereafter in this Decree referred to as “the vesting date”) were
roperty, rights, liabilities and obligations of the Borgu Forest Reserve or the
1%mgzr.m:na Game Reserve established by the instruments mentioned in section
1(a)and (b): he:]?ebtively (hereafterin this Decree referred to as “the respec-
tive body”) shall, as from the date of this Decree, without further assurance
. vest or be deemed to have vested on the Board, = . .

_ (2) Subject to the 1provisims of this Decree, every agreement to which

subsection (1) above relates shall, unless its terms or subject-matter make it

' impossible that it should have effect as modified in the manner provided by
this subsection, have effect as from the vesting date, as if—
(a) the Board had been a party to the agreement ; e,

(6) for any reference (however worded, and whether express or implied)

to the respective body there were substituted, as respects anything falling

to be dm_le on or after the vesting date, a reference to the Board,

Vesting of

assets,













































