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Decree No. 73

[29th December 1977]

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby decrees as

follows :— o
: PART I—REGISTRATION OF VOTERS :

_ 1.—(1) Subject to this Decree, the persons entitled to vote at any
election in any constituency within the meaning of that expression as used in
the Constitution of the Federal Republic (hereinafter referred to as “the
Constitution”) shall be those ordinarily resident there on the qualifying date
who, on that date and on the date of the poll, are citizens of Nigeria of t%e age

“of 18 years or upwards and are not subject to any legal incapacity to vote :

Provided that a person shall not be entitled to vote in any constituency
unless registered there in the register of voters to be used at the election.

(2) No person shall vote at any one election in more than one consti-
tuency or more than once in the same constituency. .

(‘3) In this section, “legal incapacity” in its application to voters in-
cludes— % :
(a) the acknowledgement of allegiance, obedience or adherence by the
personal act of a voter to any foreign powet or State ;
(6) the imposition of sentence of death or, in respect of an offence
involving dishonesty, of imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a
- term exceeding six months or such other punishment as may lawfully be
~substituted therefor, and the voter has not at the date of the election
suffered punishment or received a free pardon ; ' '
() disqualification under this Decree in respect of corrupt practices and
other electoral offences at elections, _ .
(4) The following persons are not qualified to vote at an election—
(@) the Chairman and other members of the Electoral Commission ;
. (b) the Chief Electoral Officers ; . '
(c) electoral officers and assistant electoral officers ; : :
(d) the returning officer and the assistant returning officer for each
‘constituency ;and : '
(¢) the presiding officer,

2.—(1) A person shall be deemed to be ordinarily resident in a place for

the purposes of this Decree if, whether or not he has his meals there or is

employed elsewhere,— \ . Z
- (@) itis the place where he usually lives or sleeps ; or
(b) he has or usually has his home in that place ; or
(¢) heintends to return thereto when away from it.

(2) Where for the purpose of registration or objection to registration
residence is a matter for doubt a revising officet shall decide it on the evidence

before him but any person affected by that decision may appeal to the Elec-

- toral Commission whose decision on the appeal shall be final.

‘ment,
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(3) A person shall have one of the foregoing places of ordinary residence ;
and the place nominated by him shall be his place of ordinary residence for
the purposes of this section, and it shall not be lost to him—

(@) if at any time when absent for a period of less than 6 months he has
the intention to return to that place of residence ; or

(&) until h& replaces it by arfother. ) . |

: : ', -
3. The expression “qualifying date’’ as used in this Decree shall be the
date on which the final regis_ter of voters is compiled under this Decree.

~4.—(1) The registration of voters and the Gonduct of elections shall be
subject to the direction and supervision of the Electoral Commission. _

_ (2) Subject to section 148 below, the Commission shall appoint one of

its members to be the Electoral Commissioner for each State of the Federation.

5.—(1) Subject to this section, the Electoral Commission shall appoint a
fit person (hereinafter referred to as a “registration officer”) for such areas of
the Federation, to be known as registration areas, as the Commission may
from time to time determine.

(2) The Electoral Commission may appoint assistant registration officers
in respect of any registration area, and the assistant registration officers so
appointed shall be subject to the authority and control of the registration
officer for the area or part of the area in respect of which they are appointed ;
and subject.thereto any assistant registration officer appointed in respect of
an area shall have and may exercise the powersand duties of the registration
officer in that area, ' - '

(3) The Electoral Commission shall appoint a fit person as the chief -
registration officer in a State who shall subject to the controland direction
of the Electoral Commission and the provisions of this Decree supervise
all the registration officers for the registration areas within the State.

(4) The Executive Secretary of the Electoral Commission shall be. the
chief registration officer of the Federation and shall perform such functions
in relation to the registration of voters under this Decree as the Electoral
Comimission may direct. _ _ .

6.—(1) There shall be a register of voters for each constituency to be
compiled by the Federal Electoral Commission as herein prescribed. The first

. register of voters shall be compiled from a preliminary list obtained from a

house to house registration of all eligible voters and from such other sources
of information as may be available to the registration officer. _

(2) A registration officer, an assistant registration officerand anyperson
authorised by him may for any purpose connected with the registtation of
voters enter between the hours of 6 o’clock in the morning and 7 o’clock in the
evening any premises or house and may make such enquiries as may be
deemed necessary for the performance of his duties.

(3) Any of the persons referred to in subsection. (2) above engaged in the
house to house registration of voters shall wear and prominently display a
badge provided by the Electoral Commission as evidence of his authority to
register the nanf¥es of the voters residing in the registration area, and not-
withstanding subsection (2) above any such person shall, unless he is satisfied
that no qualified voter residing in a dwelling place refains unregistered
revisit every dwelling house in the registration area at such réasonable time
and hour of the day as may be directed by the Electoral Commission.
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(4) Every person engaged in the registration of voters shall in respect of

his area—. ' ' : . ' _
(@) exercise the utmost care in preparing the list| of voters; and

(b) take all necessary precautions to ensure that the list when complete
contains the principal name and such one or more further, names by which

a voter is usually ormay be known, and his address, and that the list does
not contain the name of any person who is not a voter.
(5) Every preliminary list under this Decree shall be |displayed in the
constituency to which it refers in such a manner and in such places as the

Electoral Commission may direct, and no register of voterg shall be printed.
or used for the purpose of any election until all claims and objections have|

been dealt with in the prescribed manner,

(6) The register shall contain in respect of every perlen the particulars
required on Form EC,1A in Part I of the Schedule to this Decree including the
principal name and such one or more further names by which a person is
usually or may be known and his address, which for the purpose of this
subsection may be the name of a village or in the case of 4 town, the name

of the street, if the Electoral Commission thinks fit, but no person shall be'

registered under a principal name alone being a single name or without
his address. ' Lo

(7) When all claims and objections to 2 preliminary hst have been dealt

‘with as required by this Decree, it shall be printed as directed by the Electoral

Commission and be published as the registér of voters. |

(8) A new register of voters shall be compiled after the taking of every
census and subject thereto the register of voters in every constituency shall
be revised before a national election, ' l

- (9) The Electoral Commission shall in any area in whi¢h a revision

is to be made and in such a manner as it thinks fit invite applications for

inclusion in the register of voters from persons claiming to be entitled -

- because of age, change of residence or other sufficient reasoft. Application

within the time prescribed in this Decree shall be in Form EC.1 in Part I of

the Schedule to this Decree and shall be made in person by the applicant ;
and if he is illiterate any person who is literate may assist him, or the registra~
tion officer may complete the form at the request of the applicant. The
registration officer shall include the names in thelist to be known as the
supplementary list and the supplementary list shall with the existing register
of voters comprise a new preﬁminary list, and the provisions of this Decree
as to preliminary list shall apply and have effect accordingly.

(10) The Electoral Commission may authorise the issue in Form EC.1G
in PartI of the Schedule to this Decree of registration cards tg personsincluded
in the preliminary list compiled as prescribed. Registratién cards shall be
numbered and bear the stamp of the registration officer. T

7.—~(1) Where it is necessary to display any list under' this Decree, the
registration officer shall préepare copies of the whole or any part of the list
necessary for the purpose, and shall display the list in such places within a
constituency as the Electoral Commission thinks fit ; and each list shall bear
- the date of its display.

(2) The registration officer shall on each of the lists attach a notice

stat.mg_— :

(@) that within 15 days o}‘ the display thereof claims in fespect of

omissions ot for correction of any item in the list may be made ; and
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~ (b) that within the same period, objections may Be made under this
Decree to the inclusion of any name in the lists ; and .

() that claims in the Form EC.2 or objections in the Form EC.3 res-

pectively in Part I of the Schedule to this Decree may be obtained at local

government offices or local electoral offices, and such other public places
throughout the constituency as shall be stated in the notice.

(3) Copies of the list or part thereof as displayed shall be available for
inspection free of charge by members of the public at such local government’
offices or local electoral offices and public places thronghout the constituen

as the Electoral Commission may direct, and copies may be inspected at suc]

places during normal office hours for not less than 15 days after the display
of the preliminary list. '

8.—(1) Any person qualified to be registered may if his name is omitted
orisincorrectly stated in the preliminary list claim within 15 days of the publi-
cation of the preliminary list by notice in writing to the registration ofﬁI::er in
Form EC.2 in Part I of the Schedule to this Decree to have his=name and
address inserted or to have any such entry amended. =

(2) Any person qualified to vote whose name appears in the preliminary
list may within 15 days of the-publication of the preliminary list by notice
in writing to the registration officer in the Form EC.3 in Part I of the Schedule
to this Decree object to the inclusion of any other name appearing therein,

_ as being the name of a person not entitled to inclusion in that list.

(3) Every notice of objection under subsection (2) of this section shall -
be accompanied by a deposit of 20 which-shall be refunded if the objection
is sustained, or if the Electoral Commission after considering the report of
the revising officer is satisfied that the objection was made in good faith ;
but otherwise the amount deposited shall be paid into the Consolidated
Revenue Fund by the registration officer: . -

9.—(1) The Electoral Commission may appoint as a revising officer any
fit person to hear-and determine claims and objectioas to an entry in or omis-
sion from the preliminary list ; and may appoint any other personto assist
the revising officer. ' _

(2) Any person appointed as a revising officer shall have the powers of
a registration officer andp may for the purposes of his duties under this Decree
administer any oath necessary at a hearing. ; '

10.—(1) The Electoral Commission may make rules prescribing the
time for hearing any claim or objection and ‘the procedure at the hearing.
(2) Where a claifm-is made under this Part of this Decree, the revising
officer after hearing the “applicant and any evidence in support, ‘shall if he
is satisfied that the claim has been established, ®nter the name and address -
of the applicant in the preliminary list or make such other corrections as may
be necessary. oo s "y
_ (3) Where objection is made under this Part of this Decree, the revising
officer shall give notice of the objection in such manner as he thinks
fit ; and if after hearing the parties concerned and any relevant evidence
the revising officer is satisfied that the objection is sustained, he shall amend

 the entry. %

11.—(1) The registration officer shall amend the preliminary'liét—
(a) to give effect to a decision onany claim or objection ; or _ -
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(5) to delete any duplicated entry ; or |,

(¢) to delete the names of persons who are dead or disqualified.

(2) Where a preliminary list is amended to give effect to a decision
to include the name of a voter; the registration officer shall at the same time
issue to the person whose name is included in that list a registration card
in the prescribed form. . ' ' :

(3) If the registration officer or the Electoral Commission has reason-
able cause to believe that a person is registered in more than one place either
.in the same constituency or in different constituencies, the registration
officer or the Electoral Commission as the case may be shall make such

alterations or corrections in the preliminary list as are necebsary ; but no-

correction under this subsection shall be made without notice to the person
affected and the giving of reasonable time for the receipt of objections to

the proposed correction and, if necessary, for any hearing in respect thereof.

. (4) Every notice under this section shall be in writing, and may be
served upon the person affected by delivering it at or posting it to his address
as shown in the preliminary list, or such notice may be exhibited at such
local government offices or local electoral offices or other public place in the
hv};chlity of the ordinary residence of the person as shown in the preliminary

t. . ;

12.—(1) The registration officer shall not later than 60 days from the
date when the preliminary list was first exhibited or within such extended
period as the Electoral Commission may allow, make such corrections in
the preliminary list as may be necessary, and shall number the names in
the preliminary list in such manner as the Electoral Commission may
. direct ; and after endorsing and signing a certificate of verification on the
preliminary list, he shall forward such Iist to the Electoral Commission.

- (2) The preliminary list shall be printed and published by the Electoral ~

Commission on such date as the Commission after considering any altera-
tions or amendments recommended by the appropriate registration officer
_ may deem fit. - . '

~ (3) For the purposes of this section and the avoidance of doubt, the
preliminary list shall be deemed to be printed if it is produced in a visible

form by lithography or photography. -
13.—(1) The preliminary list in respect of each constituency when
printed -and published by the Electoral Commission shall be the register
of voters for that constituency ; and a copy of the register of voters when
published may be inspected free of charge by members of the public during

normal office hoursat such place in tl_le constituency as the Eée_ctoral Com-

mission in writing shall appoint. :

' (2) Sufficient copies of the register of voters shall be made available
by the Electoral Commission throughout the Federation for sale to the
public at such cost as it thinks reasonable, o

14.—(1) Subject to this Decree,where the Electoral Commission is
‘satisfied that there is a mistake in the register of voters the Electoral
Commission shall not later than 15 clear days before the date appointed
for an election give notice in such manner as it thinks fit of its intention to
_correct the mistake ; and the amendment may be made accordingly.

(2) Nothing in this section as to limitation of time or the giving of
notice shall apply where the Electoral Commission is satisfied that it is-in
the public interest to make the amendment without waiting for any time
or giving any notice. s %
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15. The register of voters shall be used for the purpose of determining
the persons entitled to vote at every election to the office of the President
of the Federal Republic, the Governor of a State and to any of the Legisla-
tive Houses provided for in the Constitution.

ParT II-—PROCEDURE AT ELECTIONS

16.—(1) For the purpose of the first ‘elections after the commentement
of this Decree— 5 '

"(a) to the office of the President and Vice-President of the Republic,
or the Governor and Deputy Governor of a State ;

(b) into any of the Legislative Houses provided for in the Constitution,
the election date shall be apf‘)ointed, by the Electoral Commission upon
receipt from the Supreme-Military Council of a notice in that regard and
the Electoral Commission shall not later than 21 days before the date so
appointed publish in the Gazette a notice of the date appointed. ’

(2) The Electoral Commission may in its discretion appoint different
dates for each of the elections to which this Decree applies and may appoint
the same date for more than one such election.

(3) The Electoral Commission, if it thinks it expedient, may, in respect
of any area appoint a substituted date for the holding of-any election to which
this Decree applies. - L ,

(4) Where the Electoral Commission appoints a substituted date in
accordance with subsection (3) of this section there shall be no return for
the election until polling has taken place in the area affected.

(5) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (4) of this section,
the Electoral Commission may, if satisfied that the result of the election
will not be affected by voting in the asea in respect of which a substituted
date has been appointed, direct that a return of the election be made.

(6) Wheneverit is necessary to hold a bye-election to a Legislative House,
the President of the Senate or the Speaker of that House shall forthwith
certify the fact to the Electoral Commission and the Electoral Commission
shall within 7 days of its receiving such notice publish not less than 21 clear
days’ notice of the date appointed for the bye-election in the Gazette:

Provided that nothing in this'subsection shall be construed to require
the holding of a bye-election to a Legislative House where less than 6 months

_remain before the dissolution of the Legislative House.

(7) For the purpose of any elections subsequent to those to which
subsection (1) of this section relates the election dates shall be not less than
7 clear days before the expiration of any relevant period that may be specified -
in the Constitution in respect of the life of the Legislative House-concerned,
and the Electoral Commission shall publish in the Gazette and in such other
manner as it may determine notice of the dates appointed for the elections.

17.—(1) Writs for the first election into the Legislative Houses after
the commencement of this Decree shall be sealed with the public seal and

shall beissued by oron behalf of the Head of the Federal Military Government

and shall be returnable to the Clerk of the Legislative House concerned.
(2) Writs for subsequent elections into the Legislative Houses shall be
similarly sealed and shall be issued by or on behalf of the President or Speaker

of the Legislative House concerned and be returnable to the Clerk of that
Legislative House. ' )
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(3) Each writ shall be in the form in the Table to this section and shall
be directed to the Electoral Commission and be conveyed to the Electoral
Commission by such means as may be convenient in the circumstances,

' TABLE
To the Electoral Commission,

- You are hereby commanded that, due notice being first given, you do
cause election to be made according to law of a member to serve in

for the constituency of.

*(in the place of....... ) and that you
do cause the name of such member when o elected, whether he be present
or absent, to be certified to me in my office without delay.

As witness my hand and the public seal at
< T day of..... : 19

*by ' : (on behalf of the -
Head of the Federal Military Government) Speaker
of the House of Representatives (or as the case may be)
Endorsement ) ;
Received the writ on the ... %... ..day of 19

Secretary of the Electoral Commission

_ CErTIFICATE ENDORSED ON WRIT
I hereby certify that the member elected for the Constituency
. of
in pursuance of the within written writ is

(here state the name of the member)
of. .

(here state the fu?f address of the }nember)
Dated ) 19

_ Secretary of the Electoral Commission
* Delete where not applicable

~18.—(1) Subject to this section, the Electoral Commission shall when- -

ever occasion may $o require appoint a fit person (in this Decree referred to
as an “electoral officer”) for each senatorial district or constituency as the
case may be.

(2) The Electoral Commission may likewise appoint from time to time

assistant electoral officers for the purposes of the election and in respect of

any constituency or senatorial district it thinks fit. An assistant electoral
officer appointed under this subsection shall be subject to the authority and

Control of
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control of the electoral officer for the senatorial district or constituency, and
subject thereto and to the direction of the Electoral Commission, an assistant
electoral officer shall have and may exercise the powers and duties of an
electoral officer ; and where it becomes necessary for an electoral officer to
exercise those powers and duties in any part of a senatorial district or con-
stituency, the electoral officer shall exercise supervisory functions in respect
of the whole senatorial district or constituency. :

(3) The Electoral Commission shall appoint a fit person as the chief
electoral officer in a State who shall subject to the control and direction of the
Electoral Commission and the provisions of this Decree supervise all the
electoral officers for the senatorial districts and the other constituencies
within the State and shall direct and supervise election to the office of
Governor and Deputy Governor. '

" (4) For the purpose of directing and supervising an election to the
office of President and Vice-President the Executive Secretary of the Electoral
Commission shall exercise the function of a Chief Electoral Officer subject
to the direction and control of the Electoral Commission.

19.—(1) The Electoral Commission may appoint for an election a fit
person to be a returning officer for each constituency or if it thinks fit may
appoint a returning officer to function in more than one constituency.

(2) There may likewise be appointed for an election such number of
assistant returning officers as are necessary and, subject to the direction of
the Electoral Commission, an assistant returning officer shall have the power
and may perform the duties of a returning officer but shall be subject to the
:luthurity and control of the returning officer appointed in respect of the same

ection, ‘ : '

20. The Electoral Commission may appoint for any election in a
constituency or senatorial district such pollclerks as appear to them to be
necessary to assist an electoral officer.

21. The returning officer and poll clerks shall in the constituency to
which they are appointed be subject to the control of the electoral officer
who may, unless otherwise required by the Electoral Commission, give such
directions as he thinks necessary for the performance of their duties.

22.—(1) There shall be appointed for each polling station such number
of poll cletks as may be necessary to assist in the taking of the poll,

(2) The electoral officer shall nominate one of such poll clerks to be *
in charge of the polling station and where a poll clerk is in charge he shall be
known as the presiding officer. - ; -

(3) The presiding officer may authorise a poll clerk to do any act which
the presiding officer is required or authorised to do at the polling station,
including an order for the search of or arrest of any person, or the exclusion
or removal of a person from the polling station :

Provided that the presiding officer shallkeep a record of any such order
stating the reasons for same for submission to the Electoral Commission. .
23.—The Electoral Commission shall— .
(@) provide in each polling station a compartment in which voters may
make their marks on ballot papers screened from observation ;
(b) supply to each presiding officer a ballot box, for use in the polling
station ; - . '
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(¢) provide such number of ballot papers under sealed covers as may
be necessary ;

() provide a statement showing the number of ballot papers so supplied

with the serial number ;
(¢) provide each polling station with instruments for the making of an

official mark on the ballot papers and with pads impregnate_d with indelible

ink of distinctive colour ; ,
- (f) provide sufficient copies of printed directions for the guidance of
voters ;

(g) provide each polling station with copies as_certified by the electoral
officer of the register of voters for the constituency or with the part of the
register which contains the names of the voters allotted to vote at the
polling station ;

(k) provide for the use of voters in marking on the ballot papers, a
table or desk with a hard and smooth surface and a chair ;|

(?) give such instructions as may be necessary for the proper construc-
tion_of the voting compartment ; and ’ /

() do such other acts and things as it may prescribefor conducting
the election as required by this Decree.' ~

24.—(1) Not less than 14 days befqr-é the date appointed for the election,
the electoral officer in each constituency shall in the name of the Electoral
Commission publish a notice stating— - :

(@) the date of the election ; and

(6) the place and time by which nomination papers are to be delivered
to the electoral officer, which time shall be on a day not later than 10 days
before the date of the election.

(2) Nomination papers may be lodged at any time during normal office
hours at such place or places so appointed by the electoral officer.

(3) For the avoidance of doubt, the nomination papers in respect of
the nomination of candidates for the office of the President of the Republic
or Governor of a State shall be lodged at any time during office hours at such

“place or places as may be appointed by the Chief Electoral Officer of the
Federation or the Chief Electoral Officer of a State, as the case may be.

. 25.—(1) The nomination paper shall be in the Forms EC. 4A, 4B,4C,
. 4Dor 4E inPart I of the Schedule to this Decree as may be appropriate for
the election and shall be signed by the candidate and by the persons nominat-

ing him. The nomination papers shall contain the following particulars,
that is ;— r '

(@) the names, addresses and occupations of the candidate 3

(b) the names, addresses and occupations of the nomiixators of th
candidate ; ' 1 !

(c) a statement by the candidate that he is willing and qualified to stan
for election ; +

(d) a statement by the candidate as to his symbol for the purpose of any
contested election; _ ;

(¢) a statement by the candidate as to the name of the political party
which sponsors his candidature.

Notice of
election and
time for_
nomination.

Nomination
papers.
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(2) The clectoral officer shall, on paymeat of such fees as the Electoral
Commission may prescribe, provide and supply to any candidate such
number of nomination papers as the candidate may require ; and the electoral
officer shall if a candidate so requests and the nominators of the candidate
are present, complete any such nomination paper on behalf of the candidate.

(3) A candidate or one of the persons nominating him shall not Iater
than the date and time prescribed, personally present the nomination paper
to the electoral officer at the place appointed by the electoral officer : Provided

that in the event of absence or proved irregularity on the partof an electoral
officer, the Electoral Commissioner, the Chief Electoral Officer of the State or
of the Federation, as the case may be, may accept the nomination paper of
a candidate within 48 hours to the closing date of nominations.

(4) In this section the term “electoral officer” includes the Chief
Electoral Officer of the Federation and the Chief Electoral Officer of a State

as the case may require.

(5) A candidate for any election shall deliver along with the nomination
paper receipts for payment by him of income tax anywhere in the Federation

in respect of each of the three years immediately preceding the date of the
election except where a candidate satisfies the Electoral Commission that he
was not during the relevant periodsliable to pay income tax or had been
exempted from payment of income tax. :

26.—(1) Every candidate for any election under this Decree shall be
nominated by ten persons whose names appear on the register of voters for
the constituency or senatorial district in respect of which the nomination

is made. ¢

-delivery of the

(2) No p«
paper for use 4

:rson shall sign as a nominator more than one nomination
t an election to the same Legislative House and if he does so

his signature

apply in respe
has died or w

all be inoperative on any second or subsequent nomination

‘paper which he signs as a nominator ; but nothing in this subsection shall

ct of any nomination by the nominator of a candidate who
hose nomination has not been accepted as valid before the
second nomination paper.

(3) If a nomination paper when signed by a candidate and the persons
nominating hin is lodged in more than one constituency or senatorial district,
as the case may be, in the case of elections to a Legislative House the candi-
dature shall bej void in each constituency or senatorial district in which the
nomination paper is lodged. '

27.'.—(1) Bvery candidate shall, before his nomination paper is delivered
to the appropriate electoral officer, pay into the Consolidated Revenie Fund

by way of dep

it the sum of—

() 1, 000 in respect of an election to the office of President and Vice-

President ;

|(b) }500 uF respect of an election to the office of Governor and Deputy

Governor ;
() 3200

in respect of an election to the Senate or House of Repre-

sentatives ;

d
@) Nlo{lzi? respect of an election to a State House of Assembly.
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(2). A candidate shall at the time of the delivery of his nomination
paper produce and hand over to the appropriate electoral officer the official
receipt for the sum paid and no nomination paper shall be valid without
-production of the receipt to the electoral officer.

<2 (3) The deposit shall be returned to the candidate or his personal
representatives if— '

(@) the nomination of the candidate is invalid for any reason other than

‘that a nomination form was lodged by him or on his behalf in more than
* one constituency ; - =

(6) the candidate dies before the date of the election ;

(c) there is no contested election ; .

(4) a contested election is declared void ; or

(e) in any contested election the candidate is successful or obtains not

less than one-half of the total number of votes cast for the winning candi-
date. :

(4) A deposit shall not be returned if the candidature of a person
nominated in more than one constituency is void in each constituency under
this Decree. - L

(5) All depbsits which are not returnable shall be retained in the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund,

28.—(1) If after delivery to him of a nomination paper an electoral
officer is satisfied that the prescribed deposit has been paid and all other
requirements of this Decree have been complied with, the acceptance within

the time required by this section of the nomination paper on the form

prescribed in subsection (3) of this section shall be prima facie evidence of
the validity of the nomination. ’ /

(2) If after such delivery and proof of payment of the deposit the
electoral officer is not satisfied, the rejection within the time required by
this section of the nomination paper on any of the following grounds that
1s to say— '

(@) that the particulars of the candidate or his nominators are not as

required by law ; .

~_ (b) that the nomination is by virtue of any provision of this Decree

invalid ; . ) :
(c) that the nomination paper is not signed as required by law ;
(d) that the candidate has been nominated in more than one constitu-
ency; . | '

|
(¢) that the nominators of the candidate or any of th#zml are not persons -

whose names appear on the register of voters in rmpeqk of the consti-

-tuency to which the nomination relates— !
v |
shall be prima facie evidence that the nomination was p’roperly rejected
as invalid. . . ' P
(3) The Electoral officer shall within 24 hours of the delivery to him

- of a nomination paper notify his decision to the candidate or any of his
nominators in the Form EC.5 in Part I of the Schedule to this Decree ;

and if a nomination paper is rejected, the candidate may deliver to the

electoral officer a fresh nomination paper as a candidate within the time
prescribed for the delivery of nomination papers. |

Validity of
nominations.
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effect sigqed

(5) An ¢
of the foregoi

on nominated as a candidate in accordance with the provi-
ecree may, at any time before the beginning of the period of
with the date of the election, withdraw his candidature by
person to the electoral officer a declaration in writing to that
y him and duly attested by the signatures of any two voters
ified to vote in the constituency in which he was officially

ectoral officer to whom a declaration s delivered in pursuance
g subsection shall forthwith cause a copy of the declaration

to be displayed, until the date of the election, at each place at which.

nomination p

apers may be delivered in connection with the election.

(6) The deposit paid by a candidate in pursuance of section 27 of this
Decree shall be returned to him or his personal representatives if his candi-
dature is withdrawn in accordance with the provisions of subsection (4) of

this section.

petition und
. 29, The

(7) The pcceptance or rejection of a nomination paper shall not be
- questioned iglr

any court of law other than the Tribunal trying an election
this__‘Decree.

Electoral Commission shall prepare a statement setting out

 the full namgs of all persons standing nominated and of the persons

nominating themand their respective addresses and occupations ; the state-

ment shall be

displayed at least 7 days before the date appointed for the

election at the place or places appointed for the delivery of nomination

papers.

30.—(1)
delivery of n
and satisfacto

electoral officer, the electoral officer shall countermand the poll ;
minission, or the Chairman of that Commission if no quorum

Electoral Co
is available at

some other cpnvenient .date for the election.

(2) Noti

If a nominated candidate dies after expiry of the time for
ination papers but before the commencement of the poll,
evidence of the death of the candidate is produced Yo the

d the

e time shall, when notified by the Electoral Officer, appoint

of the new day fixed for the nomination of candidate in

replacement of the dead candidate shall not be more than 30 days from the

‘death of the ¢

than 15 days

(3) The 1

didate whose death is the cause of fixing the new~day or less
rom the issue of ﬁotice for the new election.

t of voters to be used at a postponed election shall be the

official register of voters which was to be used if the election had not been

postponed,

31. If aftpr the expiry of the time for delivery of nomination papers

there is more

han one person standing nominated, a poll shall take place in

accordance with the provisions of this Decree.

32.—(1)

after the expiry of the time for delivery of nomination papers

there is only one person whose name is validly nominated, that person shall

be declared

cted. _

¢)) o§ this section, the writ shall be endorsed and returned and the result of the

election shall

e published as prescribed by this Decree.
|

2) Wher%a person is declared elected under the provisions of subsection
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33.—(1) Where on the close of nominations there is no candidate validly
nominated, the Electoral Commission shall as soon after the date of the
election as may be convenient fix a date for another election.

(2) The Electoral Commission or the Chairman as the case may be
shall inform the Clerk of the Legislative House concerned [before any action

- is taken under this section.

34.—(1) In any contested election, the votes shall blz given by ballot
and the results shall be ascertained by counting the votes given to each
candidate ; and the candidate to whom the majority of votes has been given

" ahinll Bedeclared elegted,

(2) In the case of an election to the office of the President a candidate
shall be deemed to have been duly elected to such office, if—

" () (a)he has the highest number of votes cast at the election ;and

(b) he has not less than one quarter of all the votes castat the election
in each of at least two-thirds of all the States within the Federation ; or

7t) where there are only two candidates for the election,
) y
*" " () be has a majority of all the votes cast at the election ; and

(6) wins a majority of votes in more than half of thl'e States within the

Federation ; -

(#i7) in_default of a candidate who is duly elected Jﬁ accordance with
paragraph (7) of this subsection there shall be a second election, which
shall be held not later than 30 days after the date of the first election at which
the only candidates shall be the candidate who secured the highest votes
at the first election and that oneamongthe remaining candidates who has a
majority of votes in the largest number of States : Provided that if there
aremore than one candidate with a majority of votes in the highest number
of States the one with the higher total of votes cast at the election shall be
the second candidate for the second election ; ' !

(#2) () in default of a candidate who is duly elected in accordance with
paragraph (7) or (i) of this subsection the Electoral Commission shall
within seven days of the result of the second election hpld an election in

. each House of the National Assembly and in each House of Assembly

of every State in the Federation to determinewhich of the two candidates
shall be elected as President ; ;

() the election mentioned in this paragraph shall be held simultaneously
in every State and the person who has a simple majority of the votes cast
at'such election shall be deemed to have been duly elected as President.

(3) A candidate for an election to office of the Governor of a State
shall be deemed to have been duly elected to such office if he has the highest
number of votes cast at the election.

(4) A candidate shall be deemed to havebeen duly elected to the office of
Vice-President or Deputy Governor if the person who nominated him as
candidate in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution has been
duly elected as President or Governor, as the case may be, in acordance with
the provisions of this section.

35.—(1) If an election is to take place, the Electoral Commission shall

appoint a sufficient number of polling stations in the constituency and shall
allot voters in the constituency among such polling stations.

Faih‘lm of
nominations.

Ballot where
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contested.
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where no qu

" impracticable

ore than 500 voters shall be required to vote at any one polling
the Eleetoral Commission or the Chairman, of tife Commission
rum is available at the time is satified that it is unecessary or
as the case may be, to provide other polling stations, The name

of any voter gn the official list of voters for the constituency shall appear on
one and one only, of the parts of the list of voters alloted to various polling
stations established in the constituency. '

36.—(1)
Commission
(2) The

(3) The
party upon p
(a) that

(4) The
a symbol fror
(2) a poli
(b) the
whose ny
(5) The

There shall be a register of symbols kept by the Electoral
or use at elections. )

eader of a political party may apply to the Electoral Commission
e register of symbols of a symbol to be used by his political

ns. : . .

Electoral Commission shall register the symbol of a political
yment of the prescribed fee if it is satified—

o other symbol of the same design is registered ; ,

e symbol is distinctive from any other symbol already regis-

use will not be offensive or otherwise objectionable howso-

Electoral Commission shall without payment of any fee remove
h the register of symbols if— ' N

tical party in whose name it isregistered requests the removal ; or
lectoral Commission is of the opinion that the political party in
e the symbol is registered has ceased to exist or to use the symbol.
fee for registration of a symbol shall be 3¥50and the fee shall

be paid into the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation.

(6) No
foruseatan

(c) any

ing is this section shall authorise the allotment or registration
election of a symbol or material part of a symbol, if it portrays—
at of Arms of the Federation ;- _ :

evice or emblem which in the opinion of the Electoral Com

mission is [normally associated with—

official acts of Governmént, or o
y of the Armed Forces of Nigeria or the Nigeria Police Force ;
e regalia of a chief,or

y tribe or ethnic group, or

(v) any religion or cult ; _
(d) any|representation of a person living or dead ;

371
with this D
candidate s

- (2) Whi
political par
the leader o

or part of a symbol which under the provisions of this.
i to be registered by another political party.

Where a symbol isregistered by a political party in accordance
ee, the Electoral Commission shall allot the symbol to any

nsored by the political party. T

re there is doubt as to whether a candidate is sponsored by a
the Electoral Commission resolve same by: consulting

the political party concerned, and the decision of the Electoral

Commission|shall be final.
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- (3) If no quorum of the Electoral Commission is available at the time,
the power conferred by subsection (2) of this section may be exercised by
the Chairman. - : Lo _

38.—(1) Each ballot box shall be made of some durable material with
a slit or narrow opening at the top so constructed that, while the poll is
open, ballot papers may be introduced therein but cannot be withdrawn
therefrom unless the ballot box is unsealed and opened.

(2) The ballot box shall be provided with a sealing plate, permanently .

attached, to affix the special metal seals prescribed by the Electoral Com-~
mission for the use of returning officers and assistant returning officers.

39.—(1) Every ballot paper shall be a printed paper on which ‘the

symbol adopted by the candidate and duly registered as presctibed insection

36 shall be clearly set out together wtih the name of the candidate. Every
~ ballot paper shall have a serial number printed or stamped on the back and

shall be attached to a counterfoil bearing the same serial number as printed -

- or stamped on the back of the ballot paper.

(2) The ballot papers shall be bound or attached on books containing
twenty, fifty or one hundred ballot papers, as may be most suitable for
supplying to polling stations according to the number of voters in each.

40.—(1) Every candidate mayl bjr notice in writing signed by him and

addressed to the electoral officer appoint two persons (in this Decree referred

~ to as “polling agents”) to attend at each polling station in the constituency

for which he.is a candidate ; and the notice shall set out the names and
addresses of the polling agents and be given by candidates to the electoral
officer not later than ten days before the date fixed for election.

(2) Notwithstanding the requirement of subsection (1) of this section—

(@) an electoral officer, if satisfied, may permit not more than two

polling agents claiming to be representatives of a candidate to attend a
polling station in the interest of the ca.ndida;e; and

(b) a candidate shall not be precluded from doing any act or thing which
he has appointed a polling agent to do on his behalf under this Decree.

(3) Polling agents shall have such power as the Electoral Commission

.may allow for the purposes of this Decree.

41. The Electoral Commission shall, not later than the sixth day before
the day of the election, cause to be published, in such manner as it may think
fit, a notice specifying the following matters, that is to say—

(@) the day and hours fixed for the poll ; ' .

(b) the full names arranged in alphabetical order of surnames or last
names and places of residence and occupations of the candidates remaining
nominated, together with the symbols allotted to each candidate ;

(c) by way of indication, the persons entitled to Vote ;

() the location of the polling station or polling stations.

42. Polling stations shall be open to voters at 7 o’clock in the
- forenoon of the day fixed for the poll, and unless interru ted under the
provisions of this Decree, shall close not later than 6 o’clock in the evening
of that day : ' :

Ballot

-boxes.
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FPrepara- 43.—(1) At the hour fixed for opening the poll, the presiding officer
g:un ‘:f shall, in full view of the candidates or their agents or the voters representing
box:s. the cand:da es as are present, open the ballot box and»ascertain that there
are no ballot papers or other papers or matenal enclosed therein after which
the ballot box shall—
(@) be locked and sealed with one of the special metal seals prescribed
by the Elgctoral Commission for the use of presiding officer ;
(6) then be placed on a table in full view of all present, and be main-
tained so placed until the close of poll, -
(2) There shall be only one ballot box for all the candidates at any
polling statiop.
Questions to 44. A poll clerk may, and if required by a candldate ora polhng agent
E:é’;t to shall, at the time of his application for a vote but not afterwards, put to the
) voter thejfoll g questions : !
(@) “What is your name and where do you live ?”
b) “Hay e youalready voted at the present election at this or any other
poglmg station " fx‘-\
Tssue of 45. EVery person intending to vote shall present himself to a pre31dmg
ballot officer at the polling station in the constituency in which his name is registered
papers. as being entitled to vote. The presiding officer after satisfying himself that
the name of the person intending to vote appears on the register of voters, °
and that such 4 person has not already voted shall —
(a) if the voter produces his voter’s registration. card, mark the card in -
such a way as to indicate that it has been presented and used at the election ;
(5) issue the voter with a ballot paper and an envelope ; :
(¢) sign'his name on. the back of the envelope over the official stamp.
Manner of 46. A voter on receiving a ballot paper—
eting, (a) proceeds forthwith to the voting .compartment and there with ink
provided in a-pad and indelible to leave a matk for a period of approxi-
- mately ten hours, makes his thumb impression on the blank space on the
ballot paper at the left of the symbol and name of the candidate for whom
he intends to vote ;
(b) inserts the ballot paperin the envelope and seals the envelope ;
(c) comes out from the compartment, have his thumb inspected by the
presiding officer to satisfythe presiding officer that he has made hismark on
the paper and in the full view of the presiding officer and all others present—
_ (£) deposit the envelope containing his vote in the ballot box ;
() have his left thumb nail marked with indelible ink.
Plural 47. No voter shall vote for more candidate than one, or record more than
L"lmpm‘ one vote in favour of any candidate at any one election.
Ballot 48.—(1) A voter shall not place on the ballot paper any wntmg or mark
t
Paper BCk by which he may be identified.
!?’ voiee for (2) For the aveidance of doubt, a print resulnng from the staining of the
i thumb of the voter in the voting compartment shall notbe or be deemed tobe

a mark of identification under this section.
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49. A voter who by accident deals with his ballot paper in such a manner  Accidental
that it may not be conveniently used 2s a ballot paper, may deliver it to the destruction
presiding officer. If the presiding officer is satisfied that the ballot paper was  Of marking
spoilt byaccident he mayissue another ballot to thevoter in place of the ballot  papers,

paper delivered up, and the spoilt paper shall be immediately marked as
cancelled by the presiding officer. .

50. A voter who is blind or is otherwise unable to distinguish symbols or  Blind and
who suffers dny other physical disability may be accompanied into the polling _incapa-

- station by a friend or relative chosen by him and the friend or relative shall, ﬁﬁ::sd
after informing the presiding offi¢er of the disability be permitted to accompany '
the voter into the voting compartment and assist the voter to make his left
thumb mark, on the left side of the symbol nominated bythe voter, to insert
the ballot paper in the envelope and to seal the envelope.

51. No elector shall record his vote otherwise than by personally attend- ' Personal
ixl-;g % the polling station and recording his vote in the manner prescribed by ~ attendance,
this Decree, : <

52. Except as permitted under this Decree, no person shall be permitted Voting at
to vote at any polling station other than the one to which he is allotted. ;L;fﬁggmw
' o stations,

* 53.—(1) Where election officers and police officers are appointed forduty Use of
elsewhere than at the station at which they are entitled to vote and it is not certified
possible to release such officers to vote during the day for the polling, and  extract of
polling stations are within the same consituency, the presiding officer at the :’ge:'iﬁ'c;';cs
polling station where an election officer or police officer is on duty shall issuea  °F '
certificate of polling duties in the FormEC., 6 in Part I of the Schedule to this
Decree, On presentation of the Form to the presiding officer in charge of the
polling station where the officer is registered as being entitled to vote, the last
mentioned presiding officer may issue in exchange a certified extract in the
Form EC. 7in Part I of the Schedule to this Decree of the register of voters
or the part thereof in his custody. ' -

(2) If a presiding officer issues a certified extract of the register of voters
~ he shall mark the register of voters or the part thereof in his custody with
some appropriate mark and proceed as though the officer concerned had cast
his vote ; and the presiding officer shall retain the certificate of polling duties
delivered to him and deal with it in the manner prescribed in this Part of this
Decree for dealing with election papers at close of poll. .
- (3) If a presiding officer receives a certified extract of the repister of
)r‘voters from another polling station, he shall treat the particulars in the certified
extract as an addition to the register of voters or part thereof in his custody ;
and the procedure prescribed for the day of election by this Part of this
Decree shall have effect so as to enable any officer on duty in the polling
station who is named in the certified extract, to vote at that polling station.
The presiding officer shall retain the certified extract and deal with it in the
manner prescribed by this Part of thig Decree for dealing with election papers
atthecloseof poll, '

: 54.—(1) If at the time a person applies for a ballot paper, and after he Impersona-
has applied and before he leaves the polling station, a polling agent informs tion in
the presiding officer that he has reasonable cause to believe that the applicant fg%%f
~ for the ballot.paper is not the person named in the register of voters, and the '
- polling agent undertakes to substantiate a charge of impersonation in a court



A 342

1977 No. 73 " Electoral

-

Tendered
ballot
papers.

Power to
exclude un-
authorised

' persomns, etc,

Mis-
conduct,
etc, at
polling
station.

of law, the presiding officer may order a police officer to arrest such person ;
and the order of the presiding officer shall be sufficient authority for the arrest.

. (2) Any applicant for a ballot paper affected by subsection (1) of this
section shall not be prevented from voting if he denies the charge or is not
informed of it ; but the presiding officer shall cause the words “protested
against for impersonation” to be i:p_lat:f:d against the name of the applicant in
the marked copy of the register of voters and record this on the counterfoil of
the ballot paper. If any such person admits to the presiding officer that he is
not the person he holds himself out to be, he shall not be permitted tg vote ;
and if he has already voted, the presiding officer shall note the number of the
ballot paper delivered to such person, and upon count being taken that ballot
paper shall be invalid. :

(3) Any person arrested under this section shall be deemed to be a
person taken into custody by a police officer for an offence in respect of
which he may be arrested without a warrant.

55.—(1) If a person claiming tobe entitled to vote applies for a ballot
paper after some other person has voted in the name given by the claimant
he shall, upon satisfactory answers given to any questions put to him by a-
poll clerk be entitled to receive a ballot paper in the same manner as any
other voter; but the ballot paper (in this Decree referred to as “the tendered
ballot paper”) shall be of a colour differént from the ordinary ballot papers.
The presiding officer shall require the voter to deliver the tendered voting
paper to him instead of allowing it to be put in the ballot box, and the
presiding officer shall endorse on it the name of the voterand his number

~ in the register of voters. The ballot paper shall on delivery to the presiding

officer and in the view of all present be set aside by the presiding officer in a

-packet intended for tendered votes. No tendered voting paper shall be

counted by the returning officer.

(2) The presiding officer shall when he tenders a ballot paper under
this section, enter the name of the voter and his number in the register of
voters on the list tobecalled tendered vote list; and the tendered vote list
shall be produced in any legal proceedings arising out of the election.

. 56. The presiding officer shall regulate the admission of voters to the
polling station and shall exclude all persons other than candidates, polling
agents, poll clerks and persons lawfully entitled to be admitted, and the
presiding officer shall keep order and comply with the requirements of this
Decree at the polling station. In the exerciseof his powers under this section
the presiding officer may utilise the services of a police officer or officers _
available. - ‘

57.—(1) If a person misconducts himself at a polling station, or fails -
to obey any lawful order of the presiding officer, the presiding officer- may
order the removal from the polling ‘station of the person so misconducting
himself or failing to obey a lawful order; and such person may be dealt with
as for an offence for which he may be arrested without warrant and may be
removed accordingly. = = - :

(2) No person so removed shall without the permission of the presiding
officer again enter the polling station during the day of the election ; but .
nothing in this section shall be construed so as to prohibit a voter from
recording his vote. _ «*%q '
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58.—(1) If the proceed:.'n?’s at any polling station are interrupted or
obstructed by riot or open violence, the presiding officer may adjourn the
proceedings until later in the day or until the following day ; and, afterjtaking
such precautions as ate necessary to safeguard theballot box and ballot papers

and other election requisites, shall thereupon notify the electoral officer of

~ the fact and the electoral officer shall inform the Electoral Commission."

(2) When the poll is adjourned at any polling station, the hours of
polhng on the day to which it is adjourned shall be the same as for the
original day;and any reference in this Part of thlS Decree to the closing of
the poll shall be construed accordingly.

59.—(1) When it is time for the closing of the poll, the presiding
officer shall not allow into the polling station any person other than those
already inside and those in'the immediate vicinity waiting to enter and vote.

(2) No voter having thereafter recorded his vote shall be permitted to
remain in the polling station unless otherwise authorised under this Decree.

60.—(1) Immediately after the close of the poll the presiding officer in
~ the presence of the poll clerk and such candidates or their agents as are
present, shall make up into separate packets to be sealed with his own: seal
and marked for 1dent1ﬁcat10n—-

(a) the ballot box in use at the polling station unopenedand sealed so as
to prevent the introduction of additional ballgt papers;

(b) the marked copies of the register of voters together with any
certified extracts of the register which he has received from any other
presiding officers urider this Part of this Decree; _

(¢) the counterfoils of used ballot papers;
(d) the tendered ballot papers;
(e) the tendered vote list;

(f) the unused and spoilt ballot- papers placed mgether, v
(g) the statement of the ballot papers which were noted as invalid ;

(k) any cettificates of polling officers duties he has received from other
_presiding officers under this Part of this Decree,
and when so made up and sealed the presdmg officer shall delwer the
packets to the returning officer.

(2) Any ballot papers which are left in the votlng compartmentand not
inserted in a ballot box shall be cancelled by the presiding officer and when
sealed up separately shall be delivered by him to the returning officer.

(3) The presiding officer shall at the same time prepare a statement
(in this section called “the ballot papers account”) to accompany the packets
statlng— -

(a) (¢) the number of ballot papers entrusted to him ; 5
(#) the number of spoilt ballot papets ;
' (#) the:number of unused ballot papers ;

(5) the number of tendered ballot papers;

(c) the number of persons marked on the register of voters (mcludmg
any additions deemed to be made thereto in accordance with this Part of
this Decree) as having been issued with ballot papers.
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(4) A candidate or his polling agent may at any time after the making
up of the ballot papers account and before sealing for delivery verify the
ballot papers accounts ; and if he verifies that account, the candidate or his
polling agent as the case may be shall sign his name on the ballot papers
account, - &

61.—(1) Each candidate may appoint such number of persons (in this
Decree called “countingagents™) as thereturning officer may approve ; and
so far as practicable the number of counting agents approved shall be
sufficient to allow each candidate to be represented bya counting agent at
any placeand time at which any part of the counting of votes is taking place.

(2) Notice in writing of the appointment stating the names and addresses
of the counting agents shall be given by the candidate to the returning officers

- not later than one day before the election; and if the notice has not been

given the returning officer may refuse to admit to the place where the votes
are counted any person claiming t6 be a counting agent.

(3) If 2 counting agent dies, or becomes incapable of acting as a counting
agent, a candidate may appoint another counting agent in his place, and the
candidate shall immediatley give notice in writing to the returning officer
of the name and address of the counting agent to be appointed.

62.—(1) The returning officer shall make arrangements for counting
the votes at such place as the Electoral Commission may direct; and the
counting shall ds soon as practicable after the termination of the voting take
place in the presence of any candidates or counting agents who wish to be
present ; and when commenced the counting of the votes shall proceed
continuously until it is completed, but subject to the allowance of a reasonable
time for refreshment, -

(2) The returning officer may if he thinks fit authorise any of his assist-
ants to supervise the counting of the votes and certify the same ; but nothing

" in this subsection shall authorise the appointment of any candidate or

counting agent as a supervisor.

(3) The returning officer shall have sole charge of the counting and no
person other than the electoral officers, the returning officer, his assistants,
the candidates and their counting agents may .without the consent of the
teturning officer be present at the counting of the votes.-

(4) In the case of an election to the office of the President and Vice-
President or the Governor and Deputy Governor of a State— :

(@) the rights conferred on a candidate uﬁd_er this section” shall be
exercisable by the candidate for the office of ‘the President or of the
Governor as the case may be ; ¢ '

(5) the counting shall take place in such places as the Electoral Commis-
sion shall appoint ;

(¢) the Electoral Commission shall appoint such number of persons
as it may consider necessary as deputy returning officers to supervise the
* counting in such places; and ; ;

(@) subject to the direction and supervision of the returning officer;
a deputy returning officer shall have all the powers, functions and duties
vested in or imposed upon a returning officer under this Decree other
than the power conferred on a returning officer by section 67. '

-

:‘J
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63.—(1) Th_é returning officer shall in the presence of any candidates
or counting agents who are there, open the ballot box brought from each
- polling ‘station in the constituency ; thereafter, he shall open the envelopes

Method of
. counting,

contained in the box one by one and count the votes cast for each candidate - -

according to the left thumb mark made on the left side of his symbol on each

“ of the ballot papers.The ballot paaﬂers shall be kept face upwards while being :

counted and when boxes from all the polling stations in the constituency
have been opened and the counting completed, the returning officer shall
record on Form EC.8 in Part I of the Schedule to this Decree the total votes
cast in favour of each candidate. :

(2) In counting the votes the returning officer shall reject any ballot
paper— . _ : g
(‘2 found in an unstamped and unsigned envelope ;

(6) which does not bear the mark of the polling station. or. which is
marked so as.to identify the voter ; -

(¢) which has not been thumb-marked for any candidate ;

(d) which has been thumb-marked for more than one candidate.-
The returning officer shall endorse his rejection on such ballot papers. If a
counting agent objects to the rejection, the returning officer shall add the
- words ‘‘rejection objected to” on the ballot paper, but the count by the
returning officer shall proceed as if objection had not been taken by the
counting agent. - _ :
- (3) Nothing in this Decree shall invalidate a ballot paper which is
thumb-marked ditectly on the symbol or the name of a candidate instead
of the space provided for thumb marks so long as it is clear for which candi-
date the vote was cast. _

(4) The decision of the returning officer on any question arising in
respect of a ballot paper shall be subject to review only in proceedings before
a Tribunal by way of election petition instituted in accordance with the
provisions of this Decree. _ '- -

- 64. The returning officer shall when the counting is completed prepare
a statement showing the number of ballot papers rejected, and shall on
request allow any counting agent to copy the statement, but no candidate or
counting agent shall interrupt the count so as to record the number of
any ballot paper whether rejected or not which he sees during the counting.

65. The sealed packet of tendered ballot papers, the sealed packet
containing the markes copy of the register of voters and the second packet
containing the counter-foils of used ballot papers, shall not at any time be
opened by the returning officer ; and when the counting of the votes is
* completed he shall seal up in separate packets the counted and rejected
ballot papers. In the presence of any countma]gj agents who wish to be present,
_ the returning officer shall then verify the b
the presiding officer by comparing it with the total number of ballot papers
delivered to him. When ve:iﬂped the returning officer shall prepare a statement
of the result and after allowing any counting agent wishing to do so to copy
the statement, the returning officer shall reseal the packets containing the
unused spoilt and invalid ballot papers and shall pack and seal those papers
which he has rejected. U :
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66. A candidate or his counting t may, if present when counting

is completed, require the returning officer to make a recount, and if the
returning officer considers the request to be reasonable, he shall make the

* recount ; but no further count shall thereafter be made except at the direction

of a Tribunal on an election petition under this Decree.

67. When an equality of votes is found to exist between any candidates
so that the addition of a vote would entitle any one of the candidates to be
declared elected, the returning officer shall forthwith decide between those
candidates by lot, and shall proceed as if the candidate on whom the lot falls
had received one additional vote. The returning officer shall thereupon
declare such candidate to be the person elected. :

68. After counting The votes and ascertaining the result of the polls-the
returning officer shall— = -

(a) complete the certificate of return in Form EC.8 in Part I of the
Schedule to this Decree ;

(b) declare the result of the f:oII by reading the completed certificate
of return aloud in the place of counting ; and

(¢) cause to be delivered to the Electoral Commission the originaf of
the certificate of return.

69. The Electoral Commission shall publish in such place or places as
it thinks fit 2 notice of the result of the election ; and shall cause the name
of the successful candidate to be endorsed on the writ and shall return the
writ. When the retiirn of the writ is made to the Clerk of the Parliaments
or the Clerk of the State Assembly or appropriate authority, as the case may
be, he shall publish the result in the Gazette, -

70.—(1) The returning officer shall deliver all documents relating to _
the conduct of the election to the Electoral Commission who shall be res-
ponsible for their safe custody. - ‘

(2) The Electoral Commission shall retain for a period of 6 months
all the documents relating to an elcctien@erwarded to it as required under
subsection (1) of this section ; and unless btherwise-ordered by .a Tribunal
or notifiéd of legal proceedings in respect of such election, it shall at the end
of that period cause the documents to be destroyed.

(3) Documents in the custody of the Electoral Commission shall not
be available for any purpose except as required under an order for inspection .
made by a Tribunal on an election petition,

_(4) In this section “documents”’ include any completed form piescribed
under this Decree. ' '

71. The Electoral Commission shall— -

(a) immediately after each general election, cause to be printed 2 report
giving by constituencies, the number of votes polled for each candidate,
the number of rejected ballots and the: number of names on the list of
vo:.lers, together with any other information'that it may deem fit to include ;
an . -

(0) at the end of each year, cause to be printed a similar report on the
bye-elections held during the year. - yow : ;



Electoral . 1977 No. 73

AWM

72.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a person shall be
qualified for— :

(a) election as a member of the House of Representatives or a State
iz}ssembly if he is a citizen of Nigeria and is not less than 21 years old and

(£) he has fully paid as and when due in’ respect of each of the three
financial years preceding the date of the election income tax anywhere
in the Federation ; and _

(%) he is nominated by ten persons whose names appear on the register

_of voters in the constituency he proposes to represent ;
(b) election as a senator if he is a citizen of Nigeria and has attained the
age of 35 years and if— ; - _

(?) he has fully paid as and when due in respect of each of the three
financial years preceding the date of the election income tax anywhere
in the Federation ; and s e O i .

(i) he is nominated by ten persons whose names appear on the
register of voters in the senatorial district he proposes to represent ;.

(c) election to the office of Governor or Deputy Governor of a State

if he is qualified for election as a senator and the candidate for Governor .

is nominated by ten persons whose names appear on the register of voters
in the State he proposes to be Governor;

(@) election to the office of President or Vice-President if he is qualified
for election as a Senator and has attained such age as may be specified in
that regard in'the Constitution and the candidate for President is nominated
by ten persons whose names appear on the register of voters in the Fede-

. ration. ’ '

: (2) For the avoidance of doubt, a person shall not be taken to have
complied with the provisions of this section relative to the payment of income

Qualifica-
tion for
election. -

tax where such person has riot paid his income tax for the year concerned.in |

- full as it became due under the relevant tax law or. has paid his income tax
in arrears for any two or all of those years during the year in which the
election may fall, and, accordingly, such a person shall, without prejudice
to any other provision of this Decree, be deemed not to have been validly
nominated for the purpose of the election in question,

73.—(1) No person shall be qua]i_ﬁed for election to any Legislative.
House or to the office of Président or Vice-President or Governor or Deputy
Governor of a State— ' . ,

(@) if he has voluntarily acquired the citizenship of-a country other

than Nigeria or, except in such cases as may be prescribed by the National
Assembly, has made a declaration of allegiance to that country ;

~ (b) if under any law in force in any part of Nigeria he is adjudged to be
a lunatic or otherwise declared to be of unsound mind ;

(¢) if he is under a sentence of death imposed on him by any court in

Disqualifi-
cation for
election.

Nigeria or a sentence of imprisonment for an offence involving dishonesty -

 (by whatever name called) exceeding six months imposed on him by such
a court or substituted by a competent authority for some other sentence/i
imposed on him by such a court : provided that the National Assembly

may, in order to permit any person who had been adjudged to be a lunatic,
declared to be 'DF unsound mind, sentenced to death or imprisonment or

declared bankrupt to appeal against the decision in accordance with any
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law in force in Nigeria, provide that subject to such conditions as may be
prescribed the decision shall not have effect for the purposes of this section
- until such time as may be prescribed ; . &

(d) if within a period of .not less than 15 years before the date of an -
election to the Legislative House he has been sentenced to a term of
imprisonment for an offence involving dishonesty and has not been pardoned,

« or has been found guilty of a contravention of the code of conduct ;

(e) if he is an-undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or declared
bankrupt under any law in force in any part of Nigeria ; :

0‘2 if he is a person employed_in_the public service of the Federation
or of any, State or in a Lo¢al Government Service or Statutory Corporation
or is employed as an officer in any Legislative House, the Judiciary or
the Armed Forces or the Nigeria Police Force or wassuch a person within
a period of less than four months before the election : Provided that
if a person who holds office as a2 member of a statutory corporation,
State-owned company or State-controlled company or a local government,
is elected a member of any Legislative House, he shall cease to hold office

“as a member of that corporation, company or local government ;

(g) if he has held any office in the public service of the Federation or of
any State or in any Local Government or in any Statutory Corporation or
body, or in any company owned or controlled by the Government of the
Federation or of a State and— -

(/) has been removed from that office on any ground involving dis-
honesty, or ' :

(%) has been dismissed from office on any ground ; .

(k) he is an Emir, Oba, Obi or Paramount Chief ; for the purposes of
 this paragraph if any question atises as to whether or not a person is an.
Emir, Oba, Obi or Paramount Chief the question shall be determined by
the Governor of the State concerned whose decision thereon shall be final

and shall not be enquired into in any court of law.. '

(2) No person shall be qualified for election to the offices-of President or

Vice-President and Governor or Deputy Governor if he—

(@) does any act, acquires any status or suffers any disability which, if he
wereasenator would have disqualified him from membership of the Senate; or

(%) has been elected to such office at any two previous elections.

- (3) The reference in paragraph (g) of subsection (1) of this section to

office in the publicservice of the Federation includes a reference to any mem-

ber of the Armed Forces of Nigeria and the Nigeria Police Force.

- 74.—(1) Notwithstanding the provisions. of sections 72 and 73 of this
Decree a person to whom this section applies shall not, in respect of the first
elections to be held after the commencement of this Decree or any election
held during a period of four years begisning with the commencement of this
Decree, be qualified as a candidate for the office of President, Vice-President,
Governor, Deputy Governor or as a member of any of the Legislative Houses
provided for in the Constitution. - '

éi.‘g]This section applies to any person found quilty of corruption, unjust
enrichment or abuse of office by any tribunal or inquiry (including any
military tribunal or inquiry) instituted by the Federal Military Government
or by the Government of a State at any time not earlier than 15th January
1966 ; and the reference in- this section to the Federal Military Government
or the Goverment of a State includes a reference to any body or agency
established by the Federal Military Government or by the Governtent of
a State, as the case may be. = _
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(3) The question whether a person was found quilty of corruption, unjust
enrichment or abuse of office shall be determined by the Electoral Commission
by reference to the relevant report of the tribunal or inquiry in question and

. _the decision of the Federal Military Government or the Government of a
-State as the case may be thereon, and the decision of the Electoral Commis-
sion onfalxaly such question shall be final and shall not be inquired into in any
court of law.’ ’

75, No person shall be qualified for’election to any office or to member-
ship of any Legislative House if he has been found guilty by a court or any
tribunal of corrupt or illegal practice at any elections including election
conducted under any Local Government Edict or Law for a period of four
years commencing on the date of the finding.

. Part ITI—PoLrrTical PARTIES

76. In this Part of this Decree, unless the context otherwise requires—
“‘association” means any body of persons (corporate or unincorporate) who
- agree to act together for any common purpose and includes an association
formed for any ethnic, social, cultural, occupational or religious purpose ;
“political party” includes any association of persons whose activities include

canvassing for votes in support of a candidate for election to the office of -

President, Vice-President, Governor, Deputy Governor or membership of
a Legislative House or 2 Local Government. ' '

77.—(1) No association other than a political party shall canvass for
votes for any candidate at an election or contribute to the funds of any poli-
tical party or the election expenses of any candidate at an election.

(2) Any association which contravenes the provisions of this section

shall be guilty of an offence and the leaders shall be severally liable on convic-

tion to a fine of 45,000, :

(3) The refetence in subsection (2) of this section to the leaders of an
- association is a reference to every person holding an official position in that
assaciation and accordingly includes in particular any president, secretary

or treasurer thereof and every member of its committee of management - _

however described. ;-

78.—(1) No association by whatever name called shall function as a’
political party unless it is registered as a political party by the Electoral
Commission and—

(2) the names and addresses of its national officers are registered with the

Electoral Commission ;

(B) its membership is open to every Nigerian citizen irrespective of his

place of origin, religion, ethnic group or sex ; _

(¢) a copy of its constitution is registered in the principal office of the

Electoral Commission in such form as may be prescribed by the Electoral
Commission ; 3

(d) everyalterationin its registered constitution is also registered in the -
principal office of the Electoral Commission within thirty days of such .

-alteration being made ; _

() its name, emblem or motto has no ethnic or religious connotation and
does not give the appearance that the association’s activities are confined
to a part only of the geographical area of Nigeria ; -

(f) its headquarters is situated in the Federal capital. -
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(2) Any association which by the submission of false or misleading

information pursuant to the provisions of this section procures a certificate
of registration shall have such certificate cancelled by the Electoral Commis-
sion. -

79.—(1) The constitution and rules of a political party shall provide—

(a) for the periodic election on democratic basis of the principal officers
or members of the Executive Committee or other governing body ;

(b) ensure that members of the executive conimittee or other governing
body reflect the federal character of Nigeria.

(2) For the purposes of this section— . , _

(@) the election of the officers or members of the executive committee
of a political party shall be deemed to be periodical only if it is made at
regular intervals not exceeding four years;

(6) the members of the executive committee or other governing body
of a political party shall be deemed to reflect the federal character of
Nigeria only if the members belong to different States not being less
in number than two-thirds of all the States comprising the Federation.

_ (3) Any political party which after having been duly registered upon

satisfying the Electoral Commission that its constitution and rules are in
accordance with subsection 3511) of this section subsequently contravenes the
provisions of this section sh:

Electoral Commission and shall thereupon cease to function as a political

party.

have its registrafion certificate cancelled by the

80.—(1) The programme as well as the aims and objects of a political

party shall conform with the relevant provisions of Chapter II of the Constitu-
tion, :

(2) Nothing in the provisions of this section shall be construed as prohibi-

ting a political party from advocating or canvassing for an alteration in the
provisions of any part of the Constitution including Chapter II thereof.

*81.—(1) All political parties shall at such times and in such manner as

the Electoral Commission for the Federation may require, submit to the
Commission and publish a statement of their assets and liabilities.

(2) Every political party shall submit to the Electoral Commission for

the Federation a detailed annual statement and analysis of its sources of funds
and other assets together with a similar statement of its expenditure in such
form as the Commission may require. -

(3) No political party shall hold or possess any funds or assets outside

Nigeria nor shall it be entitled to retain any funds or assets remitted to it from
abroad. Any funds or assets remitted or sent to a political party from outside
Nigeria shall be paid over or transferred to the Electoral Commission for
the Federation within 21 days of its" receipt with such information as the °
Commission may require. - '

(4) The Electoral Commission shall have power to direct p';:litical

parties regarding the books or records of financial transactions which they
shall keep and to examine all books and records of any political party.

(5) The powers conferred on the Electoral Commission under sub-

‘section (4) of this section may be exercised by it through any member of its
staff or through an independent professional auditor.
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(6) Any political party which contravenej any of the provisions of
subsections (li (2) and (3) of this section shallibe guilty

liable on conviction to a fine of 310,000 and, in ﬁdition, to a fine of 32,000
for every succeeding month it fails to comply ith the provisions of each
subsection. Where a political party fails to pay pver to the Electoral Com-
mission any funds or assets remitted to it from abroad as required by sub-
section (3) of this section that political party shallibe liable to a fine of 35,000
for every day the political party unlawfully retairs such funds or assets.

82.—(1) No person who is below the age of{18 years shall be a member
of any political party.

(2) No political party shall enroll or have o:{ti‘ts membership roll, either
directly or by the establishment of a youth wing, 4ny person under the age of
18 years. ;e :

(3) Any political party which contravenes the provisions of subsection
f%) of this section shall be guilty of an offence arid liable on conviction to a
e of 2¥5,000 for the first offence and to a fine of 310,000 for any subsequent

offence.

83.—(1) The Electoral Commission shall in every year prepare and
submit to the National Assembly a report on the ?ccounts and balance sheet
of every political party, } :

(2) It shall be the duty of the Electoral Commission in preparing its
report under this section to carry out such inveptigations as will enable it
to form an opinion as to whether proper books of agcounts and proper records
have been kept by any politicaf party ; and if the Commission is of the
opinion that proper books of accounts have not be¢n kept by a political party,
the Commission shall so report.

(3) Every member of the Electoral Co
authorised by the Commission shall have a right
books and accounts and vouchers of all political p
to require from the officers of the party such information and explanation
as he thinks necessary for the performance of his duties under this Decree ;
and if the Commission or any members thereof fail to obtain all the informa-

tion and explanation which, to the best of their knowledge and belief, are -

necessary for the purposes of their investigation, they shall state that fact in
their report. 5 4 |
84.—(1) No association shall retain, organise, train or eq: ip any persons
for the purpose of enabling them to be employed for the use or display of
physical force or coercion in promoting any political object or interest, or
in such manner as to arouse reasonable apprehension that they are organised
and either trained or equipped for that purpose.
- (2) Any persons in the management or control of an:
which contravenes the provisions of this section shall be guil
and jointly and severally liable on conviction to a fine of N5,

politiéal party

85.—(1) The Federal Military Government may appreve a grant for

disbursement to political parties that will contestthe elections to be held

in 1979. The total block grant to be made available to the Electoral Commis-
sion for this purpose shall be the sum arrived at by multiplying five kobo by
the total number of names appearing in the final list of votets in all the
Federal constituencies in the Federation. ‘
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(2) The Electoral Commission shall disburse the block grant to the
registered political parties as follows— '

. (a) fifty per cent of the block grant shall be shared equally among all the -
political ‘parties that have candidates for election in not less than 20 per
cent of the constituencies for the particular election at the commencement
of campaigns for votes ;. '

(5) the remaining fifty per cent of the block grant shall be shared among
the political parties, after the results of the election have been known in the
proportion of the number of seats won by each party in the Sendte and the
House of Representatives, that is to say, a political pasty which secures ten
per cent, fifty-five per cent or eighty per cent of the seats draws ten per
cent, fifty-five per cent or eighty per cent of the remaining block grant, as

the case may be. .

4 . 4 L )
Election 86.—(1) For the purposes of an election “election expenses” means
expenses expenses incurred by a political party within the period from the date notice is
:ﬁr"%‘;‘:‘cﬂ given to the Electoral Commission to conduct an election up to and including

the polling day in respect of the particular election.

(2) Election expenses incurred by a political party for the management
or the conduct of an election shall not exceed in the aggregate the sum deter-
mined by multiplying ten kobo by the number of names appearing in the final
voters list for each constituency where there is a candidate sponsored by
the political party. - .

(3) Election expenses of a political party are to' be submitted to the -
Electoral Commission in a s te audited return within three months after
polling day. The return shall be signed .by the party’s auditor and counter-
signed by the fgarty leader and shall be supported by a sworn affidavit as to the
correctness of its contents. The Commission ma¥ cause the return so submit-
ted to be published. o

(4) The return referred to in subsection (3) of this section shall show the
amount of money expended by or on behalf of the party on election expenses,

the items of expenditure and the commercial value of goods and services
received for election purposes. : '

(5) Any political party which incurs election expenses beyond the limit
stipulated is guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of
10,000 payable jointly by the party leader and the party treasurer. :

. (6) Any political party which fails to submit to the Electoral Commission
audited return of election expenses as required in subsection (3) of this
section or contravenes any provision of that subsection is guilty of an offence
and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of ¥¥10,000 payable jointly by the
party leader and the party treasurer. :

(7) The Electoral Commission shall submit a report to the Federal
Government relating to the election expenses of registered political parties on
which report the Government may base its consideration of the adequacy or -
otherwise of the limitation of election expenses,
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PART_IV—-;Ei.E(YrORAi. OFFENCES

~ 87. Any person who—

(e) without proper authority, destroys, mutilates, defaces Or IEIMOVES Of:
makes any alteration in any notice or document required for the purposes of,
registration under this Decree ; or

() knowingly gives false information or makes a false statement with
reference to any application for registration of his name or with reference to
any objection to the retention of the name of a person on the register of
voters ; or

(¢) procures himself to be, or does any act whereby he is by what

name or description soever, included in the register of votes for more than| -

one constituency or more than once in the register of voters for a consti-
tuency in which he is entitled to be registered ; or
(d) publishes any statement, rumour or report which he knows to be
false or does not believe to be true so as to prevent persons who are quali-
fied to register from registering as voters ; or
(e) makes in any record, register or document which he is required to
prepare, publish or keep for the purpose of registration, any entry or
~ statement which he knows to be false or does not believe to be true ; or

(f) impedes or obstructs a registration officer or an assistant registration
officer or a revising officer in the performance of his duties ; or l

(g) without proper authority, wears the badge of a registration or|-

assistant registration officer or wears any other badge purporting to be

the badge of a registration officer or assistant regtstrauon officer ; or
(k) forges a registration card,

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to imprisonment for
a term of six months without the option of a fine, . |

88.—(1) Every person commits an offence who does any of the follomng,
that is to say—

(@) forges any nomination paper ; , : <
. (b) wilfully defaces or destroys any nomination paper ;

o (clddehvers to an electoral officer any nommatlon paper knomng it to be
org

(d) signs a nomination paper as a candldate in more than one consti-
tuency ;

(¢) forges any ballot paper or official mark on any bal)lot paper or any
certificate or return ;

(f) wilfully destroys any ballot paper or official ma:k on any ballot paper
or any certificate or return ;

(g) without proper authority supphes a ballot paper to any person ;
() wilfully places in any ballot box any unauthorised paper ;

(¢) wilfully removes from a polling station any ballot paper whether or -

not the ballot paper was issued to him in that polling station ;

(4) without proper authority, destroys or in any other manner interferes
with a ballot box or its contents or any packet of ballot papers then in use
. forthe purpose of the election ;
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(%) signs a nomination paper consenting to be a candidate at an election
knowing that he is ineligible to be a candidate at the election ; :
(1) without proper authority prints a ballot paper or what purports to
be or is capable of being used as a ballot paper at an_election ;
(m) being authorised by the Electoral Commission to print ballot papers
- prints more than the number or quantity the Commission authorised ;
(n) manufactures, constructs, imports into Nigeria, hasin his possession,
supplies to any election officer or uses for the purpose of an election, or
causes to be manufactured, constructed or imported into Nigeria, supplied
to any election officer, or used for the purpose of any election, any ballot
box including any compartment, appliance, device or mechanism on or
by which a ballot paper may or could be secretly placed or stored in, or
having been deposited during polling may be secretly diverted, misplaced
or manipulated ; , i - : _ :
and shall be liable on conviction to imprisonment for twelve months without
the option of a fine.

(2) An attempt to commit any offence under this section shall be
punishable in the same manner as the offence itself.

(3) Where any person is convictéd of an offence under this section he
shall in addition to any penalty imposed on conviction be deemed to be
guilty of a corrupt practice under section 93 of this Decree and that section
shall have effect accordingly. ] :

(4) In any prosecution for an offence under this section it shall, where
appropriate, be sufficient evidence of ownership if the property in the papers,
boxes and instruments is stated to be in the Electoral Commission until the
contrary is proved. : _ ' : ' '

89. Any officer appointed for the purposes of this Decree, who without
lawful excuse is guilty of any act or omission in breach of his official duty

commits an offence against this Decree and shall be liablé on conviction to
a fine of 1,000 or to imprisonment for two years or toboth. -

90. Any person who, at a political meeting held in anyl constituency
after the date when an election has been announced— '

(@) acts or incites another to act in a disorderly manner for the purpose
of preventing the transaction ef the business for which the meeting was
convened ; or B

(6) has in his possession an offensive weapon or missiles,—

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on convictién to imprisonment for
twelve months without the option of a fine. _ : ; '

oo Any person who— r . _
(a) being entitled to a registration card, hands it when received by him
- to some person other than an officer appointed and acting in the course
of his duty under this Decree ; L
(6) not being an officer appointed and acting in the course of his duty
under this Decree, receives mTy registration card in the name of some
other person ; or ! _ : '
(c) has in his possession more than one registration card,
shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine of N200 or to
imprisonment for one year, or to both.
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92.—(1) No -person shall provide for the purpese of conveying any
person. to a registration office or to a polling station any Government or local
government vehicle or boat, or any vehicle or boat belonging to a public
corporation except in respect of a person who is ordinarily entitled to use

- such vehicle or boat.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this section the
Electoral Commission may by notice in the Gazetfe restrict or limit the use
of vehicles of any particular description or any water transport at an election.

(3) Any person who contravenes the provisions of this section shall be
guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine of }¥ r to imprison-
ment for six months, or to both. : '

~ 93.—(1) If at an election, a candidate commits or i eemed under this
~ Decree to have committed any offence whereby he is guilty of any corrupt
practice and that candidate is elected, his election shall be invalid.

(2) For the purpose of this section, a candidate shall be deemed to have
committed corrupt practice, if it was committed with his knowledge and
consent, or with the knowledge and consent of any person acting under the
general or special authority of the candidate with reference to the election.

(3) Every corrupt practice shall be an offence under this Decree.

94.—(1) Any person who— ;
(a) applies under this Decree to be included in any list of voters in the

name of some other person, whether such name is that of a person living
or dead or of a fictitious person ;

{6) having once to his knowledge been properly included in a list of
voters under this Decree as a voter entitled to vote at a pending election,
applies, except as authorised by this Decree, to be included in any other
list of voters prepared for any constituency as a voter at the same-election ;

(¢) applies for a ballot in the name of some other person, whether such
name is that of a person living or dead or of a fictitious person ;

(d) having voted once at an election applies at the same election for
another ballot paper ; : . =

() votes or attempts to yote at an election knowing that he is not
qualified to vote at the election ; or

(f) induces or procures any other person to vote at an €lection knowing
that such other person is not qualified to vote at the election,

shall be guilty of personation. '
" (2) Any person who commits the offence of personation or who aids,
abets, counsels or procures the commission of that offence shall be liable on
conviction to imprisonment for six months, without the option of a fine..

(3) No person charged with the offence of personation shall be con-
victed except on the evidence of at least two witngsses.

95. Every person shall be guilty of a corrupt practice and commits the
offence of treating who— .
(@) corruptly by himself or by any other person at any time after the
date of an election has been anneunced directly or indirectly gives or
provides or pays, wholly or in part, the expense of giving or providing
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any food, drink, entertainment or provision to or for any person for the
purpose of corruptly influencing that person or any other person to vote
or refrain from voting at such election, or on account of such person or
any other person having voted or refrained from voting at such election ; or

(b) being a voter, corruptly «accepts or takes any such food, drink,
entertainment or provision during any such period, :
and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of 21,000 or to imprisonment for
two years, or to both. : - : :
96. Any person who directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other
person on his behalf, makes use of or threatens to make use of, any force,.
violence, or restraint, or who inflicts or threatens to inflict by himself or by
any other person, any temporal or spiritual injury, damage, harm or loss
upon or against any person, in order to induce or compel anyone to refrain
from standing as a candidate or to vote or refrain from voting, or on account
of anyone having voted or refrained from voting, at any election, or who by
abduction, duress, or any fraudulent device or contrivance impedes or

- prevents the free use of the vote by any voter ot thereby compels, induces or

prevails upon any voter either to give or refrain from giving his vote at any
election or to compel a candidate to stap canvassing for votes for himself
shall be guilty of a corrupt practice and commits the offence of undue
influence, and shall be liable on conviction to imprisonment for two years

97.—(1) Any person shall be guilty of corrupt practice and commits
. !

(a) directly or indirectly by himself or by any other person on his
behalf, corruptly gives, lends or agrees to give or lend, or offers, promises,
or promises to procure or to endeavour to procure, any money or valuable
consideration to or for any voter, or to or for any person on behalf of any
voter, or to or for any other person, in order to induce any voter to vote
or refrain from voting, or corruptly does any such act as aforesaid on

account of such voter having voted or refrained from voting, at any elec-
tion ; or :

(b) directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other person on his
behalf, corruptly gives or procures, or agrees to give or procure, or offers,
promises, or promises to procure or to endeavour to procure, any office,
place or employment to or for any voter or to or for any person on behalf
of any voter, or.to or for any other person, in order to induce any voter
to vote or refrain from voting, ot corruptly does any such act as aforesaid
on account of any voter having voted or refrained from voting at any
election ; or

(c) directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other person on his”
behalf, corruptly makes any gift, loan, offer, promise, procurement, or
agreement as aforesaid to or for any person, in order to induce such
person to procure or to endeavour to procure the return of any person
as a member of a Legislative House or to an elective office or the vote of
any voter at any election ; or -

(@) upon or in consequence of any gift, loan, offer, profise, procure-
ment or agreement as aforesaid, corruptly procures, or engages, or promises. -
or endeavours to procure, the return of any person as a member of a

Legislative House or to an elective office or the vote of any voter at any
election ; or : h
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(e) advances or pays or causes to be paid any money to or for the use of
any other person, with the intent that such money or any part thereof,
shall be expended in: bribery at any election, or who knowingly pays or

 causes to be paid, any money to any person in discharge or repayment of
any money wholly or in part expended in bribery at any election ; or

(f) after any election directly, or indirectly, by himself or by any other
person on his behalf, receives any money or valuable consideration on
account of -any person having voted or refrained from voting, or having
induced any other person to vote or refrain from voting or having induced
@didate to refrain from canvassing for votes for himself at any such

tion.

(2) A voter shall be guilty of a corrupt practice and commits an offence !
of bribery who before or during an election directly or indirectly, by himself
or by any other person on his behalf, receives, agrees or contracts for any
money, gift, loan, or valuable consideration, office, place, or employment, for
himself or for any other person, for voting or agreeing to vote or for refraining -
or agreeing to refrain from voting at any such election.

(3) Nothing in this section shall extend or apply to money paid or
agreed to be paid for or on account of any lawful expenses bona fide incurred
at or concerning any election, :

" (4) Any person who commits the offence of bribery shall be liable on
conviction to imprisonment for two years, without the option of 2 fine.

98. Any person guilty of a corrupt practice who is convicted of the Disqualifi-
offence of personation, treating, undue influence, or bribery or is convicted cation for
of aiding, abetting, counselling or procuring the commission of the offence of mﬁ
personation or, being convicted of any other offence under this Part of this  practices.
Decree is deemed for the purpose of this section to be guilty of a corrupt -
practice shall; in addition to any other penalty, be disqualified during a
period of four years from the date of his conviction—

(@) from being registered as a voter or voting at any election ; or

(b) from, being elected under this Decree or if elected before his
conviction, from retaining the office to which he was elected,

99.—(1) Every person in attendance at a polling station including Require-
every officer charged with the conduct of an election and his assistants and ™0t of
every polling agent, counting agent and candidate in attendance at a polling
station or at the counting of the votes, as the case may be, shall maintain
and aid in maintaining the secrecy of the voting.

(2) No person in attendance at a polling booth under this section shall,
except for some purpose authorised by law, the proof whereof shall lie upon
him, communieate before the poll is closed to any person information as to
the name or number on the register of any voter who has or has hot voted at
the place of voting.

(3) No person shall—

(a) interfere with a voter casting hisvote, or by any other means obtain
“or attempt to obtain in a polling station information as to the candidate
- for whom a voter in that place is about to vote or has voted ; or
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(b) communicate at any time to any other person information obtained in
a polling station as to the candidate for whom a voter in that place is about
to vote or has voted. : ' '

(4) Any person acting contrary to the provisions of this section commits
an offence and shall be liable upon conviction to a fine of 2¥100 or to imprison-
ment for six months, or to both ; and shall in addition to the penalty imposed
on conviction be deemed to be guilty of a corrupt practice for the purposes of
section 93 of this Dgcree and that section shall have, effect accordingly.

100. Any person who—

(@) votes at an election or induces or procures any person to vote at an
election, knowing that he or such person is prohibited from voting
thereat; or

(5) before or during an election, publishes any statement of the with-
drawal of a candidate at such election knowing it to be false or recklessly
as to its truth or falsity, and the statementis Jikely to promote or procure

~ the election of another candidate; or :

(¢) before or during an election publishes any statement as to the
personal character orconduct of a candidate calculated to prejudice the
chance of election of the candidate or to promote or procure the election
of another candidate and such statement is false and was published without
reasonable grounds for belief by the person publishing it that the statement
was true,— : . .

shall be guilty of an illegal practice and liable on conviction to imprisonment

for a term of twelve months without the option of a fine and shall in addition

to any penalty imposed on conviction, be deemed to be guilty of a corrupt -
practice for the purposes of section 93 of this Decree and that section shall
have effect accordingly.

101.—(1) Any person who knowingly votes or attempts to vote in a
constituency in respect of which his name is not on the register of voters shall
be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine of 2¥100 or to imprison-
ment for six months, or to both.

(2) Any persﬁn who at an-election brings into a polling station a ballot
paper issued to another person shall be guilty of an offence and liable on
conviction to a fine of 500 or to imprisonment for twelve months or to both.

(3) Where any person is convicted of an offence under this section he
shall, in addition to any penalty imposed on conviction, be deemed to be
guilty of a corrupt practice for the purposes of section 93 of this Decree, and

- that section shall have effect accordingly.

102. Any person who at an election acts or incites others to act in a
disorderly manner for the purpose of preventing or obstructing the conduct -
of such election shall be guilty of an offence and be liable on conviction to
imprisonment for a term of two years, without the option of a fine.

103.—(1) No person shall on the dateon which eleetion is held do any
of the following acts or things in a polling station or within a distance of .
three hundred metres of a polling station, that is to say, o

(@) canvass for votes ;
(b) solicit the vote of any voter ;
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: (¢) pefsuade any voter not to vote for any particular candidate ;
(d) persuade any voter not to vote at the election ;
(e) shout slogans concerning the election ;
(f) be in possession of any offensive weapon or wear any dress or have

any facial or other decoration which in any event is calculated to

intimidate voters.; : .

(g) exhibit, wear or tender any notice, symbol, photograph or party
card referring to the election ; _

(%) use any vehicle bearing the colour or symbol of a political party by
any means whatsoever; '

(¢) display byany means on a vehicle the name or photograph of the
candidate; 11

(7) loiter without lawful excuse after voting or being| refused to vote.

(2) No person shall in a constituency onthe day on *vhich an election
is held— ' ,

(@) convene, hold or attend any public meeting; or-"_

(b) unless appointed under this Decree to make official announcements,
operate any megaphone, amplifier or public address apparatus for the
purpose of making announcements concerned with the election ; or

(c) wear or carry any badge, poster, banner, flag or symbol relating to

a political party or to the election.

 (3) Any person acting contrary to any of the provisidnﬁ of this section
- shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine of N¥100 or
imprisonment for one year, or to both, for every such offence.

104. Where any person is convicted of an offence under this Part of this
Decree, the effect of whichis to disqualify such person- from being registered
as a voter, or from being elected to any of the Legislative Houses, or elective

offices, the court by which he is convicted shall notify the Electoral Commis- -

sion of the conviction; and in the event of an appeal the court hearing the

appeal shall give notice of the result of such appeal to the Electoral Com-
mission. i

105.—(1) Every registered political party that through any person
acting on its behalf— :

(a) during two days before polling day or on polling day advertises on
. the facilities of any broadcasting undertaking ; or

(b) procures for publication or acquiesces in the publication, during
the period described in paragraph (a) of an advertisement in a newspaper,

for the purpose of promotion or opposing a particular political party or the
election of a particular candidate is guilty of an offence against this Decree
and upon conviction shall be liable to a fine of 5,000.

(2) For the purpose of subsection (1) of this section, a niotice of a func-
tion, meeting or other event that the leader of a political party intends to
attend or a notice of invitation to meet the leader of a political party at a
specific place shall be deemed not to be an advertisement for the purpose of
promoting or opposing a particular political party or the election of a parti-
cular candidate. - :
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(3) A Yrosecution for an offence under this section may be brought

‘against a political party and in the name of that party

and, for the purpose

of any such prosecution only, the political party.shall be deemed to be a-
person and any act or thing done or omitted by an officer of 2 political party
within the scope of his authority to act on behalf of the political party shall

be deemed to be an act or thing done or omitted by

t party. .

106. Every candidate who directly or through any other person acting
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tion shall be liable to a fine of 3500 or to imprisonment for one -
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Every person who with intent to influence persons to give or
iving their votes at an election, uses, aids, abets, counsels or
use of any broadcast outside Nigeria during an election, for
ing of matter having reference to an election is guilty of an
e and an offence against this Decree and shall on conviction
fine of }¥500 or to imprisonment for one year, or to both.
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at an election, the candidate is guilty of an illegal practice and an offence
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imprisonment for one year, or to both.

(3) Every candidate who directly or through any other person or
association acting on his behalf, engages in campaigning or broadcasting
based on religious, tribal, or sectional bias for the purpose of promoting or
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' V—LEcAL PROCEEDINGS TO QUESTION THE VALIDITY
' OF AN ELECTION

) No election and no return to the Senate, the House of Repre-
any State Assembly or to any elective office shall be questioned
anner except by a petition complaining about the election or the
ted to the appropriaté Tribunal comprising the Chief Judge
ch other judge or legally qualified person as may be appointed
by the Chief Justice of Nigeria and two other members to be
'the Chief Justice of Nigeria, .

(2) There shall be one or more election. Tribunals in each State of the

Federation.
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_ (3) The Registrar of the High Court of the State or such other fit person™
shall be the Registrar for the Tribunal,

(4) A petition to question an election or return shall be presented to

the appropriate Tribunal not later than 14 days from the date of the election
~and shall be commenced— e

~_(a) in the case of the election of President or Vice-President, in the
Tribunal established in the place where the capital of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria is situated ; ' '

_ (b) in the case of the election of Governor or Deputy Governor of a State,
in the ;ll‘ribu&ml ‘established in the place where the capital of that State is
situated ; an . '

(¢) in all other cases, in the Tribunal of the State established for or having

jurisdiction in the senatorial district, federal constituency or state consti-
tuency for which the candidate was elected. '

109.—(1) A person shall not be entitled to present an election petition
under this Decree unless— @

(a) he is a person claiming to have had a right to be returned at the
election ; or v .

(6) he is a person alleging himself to have been a candidate at the
election ; or _ _ :

(c) his name is on the register of voters for that constituency.

(2) In any petition, the respondent to such petition shall be—

(a) the successful candidate ; and

(b) the Chief Electoral Officer of the Federation where the petition
relates to the election of the President or Vice-President ; or

(¢) the Chief Electoral Officer of the State where the election relates to
the election of the Governor or Deputy Governor of that State ; or

(d) the electoral officer for a senatorial district, federal constituency or
state constituency where the election relates to the election of a senator, a
member of the House of Representatives or a member of a State Assembly,
as the case may be ; - - " :

'2(3 where a petition complains of the conduct of a returning officer, he -
shi

for all purposes be deemed to be a respondent.

110.—(1) An election may be questioned on any of the following
grounds, that is to say— : o
(@) that a person whose election is questioned was, at the time of the
election, not qualified to be elected';

(b) that the election was invalid by reason of corrupt practices or non-

compliance with the provisions of Part II of this Decree ;
(c) that the respondent was, at the time of the election, not duly elected by
a majority of lawful votes at the election ;

(@) that the petitioner was validly nominated but was unlawfully excluded

from the election. '

(2) An act or omission which is contrary to an instruction or direction
of the Electoral Commission or any officer appointed for the purpose of the
election, but which is not contrary to Part II of this Decree shallnot of itself
be a ground upon which an election may be questioned.
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111.—(1)
pliance with P;

An election shall not be invalidated by reason of non-oorﬁ-
IT of this Decree if it appears to the Tribunal having cogni- -

sance of the question that the election was conducted substantially in accord-

ance with the
did not affect

(2) An el

provisions of. the said Part IT and that the non-compliance
e result of the election. :

ction shall not be questioned by reasor of a defect in the title

or want of title of the person conducting the election, if that person was

then in actual
an election.

112—(1)
tive House
in accordance

ossession of, or acting in, the office giving the right to conduct

Any question as to whether the seat of any member ofa Legisla-
become vacant shall be referred to and decided by the Tribunal
ith the procedure prescribed for the adjudication of a petition ;

‘the decision of the Tribunal shall be final and no civil or criminal action

whatsoever sh1111 arise from such decision:

(2) Procegdings under this section in relation to a question as to whether

the seat of a
who is qualifi
represents.

ember has become vacant may be instituted by any person
d as a voter in the constituency which the elected member

* (3) The Tribunal shall certify its decision in writing to the Electoral

Commission. |

113.—(1)

and address g

The petition shall state the facts and grounds on which the

‘petitioner relips for invalidating the election and shall also state the name

f any other personor persons affected by the petition. The
e in the Form EC, 10 in Parf II of the Schedule to this Decree

and shall include brief statements—

() of the

() of the
relied upon

-

/ :
right of the petitioner to present the petition ; and

holding and result of the election and of the facts and grounds
to sustain the prayer of the petition. :

(2) The

etition shall be divided into paragraphs each oflwlhich, as

nearly as may |be, shall be confined to a distinct portion of the subject and

every paragra

(3) The p
erein may be
declared void,

 shall be numbered consecutively.

titioner shall conclude with a prayér that the person speé;iﬁed.
declared duly returned or elected, or that the election may be
as the case may be ; and the petition shall be signed by the

petitioner or if he has a legal practitioner by his legal practitioner named at

the foot of the

petition.

(4) At the end of the petition there shall be stated an address for service,
at which addr¢ss the documents intended for the petitioner may be left.

114. The

and effectual h
115.—(1)

as may be allg
amount fixed K
shall deposit t

Tribunal may order further particulars to be included in the
b prevent surprise and unnecessary expense and to ensure a fair
paring. ' , '

At the time of filing the petition or within éugh extended time

wed by.thé Tribunal the petitioner shall give security for an
)y the Tribunal and as directed by the Tribunal, the petitioner

recognisance fi

he amount in any Government Treasury or give security by
br the amount. ' ; _ _
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(2) A recognisance in the Form EC. 11 in Part II of the Schedule to this
Decree may be entered into by any number of sureties not exceeding four,

none of whom shall be the petitioner or any of the petitioners. The recogni-

. sance shall contain the name and usual place of abode of each surety, with
such sufficient description as shall enable him to be found or ascertained.

(3) The recognisance may be acknowledged before the Tribunal or a
magistrate or justice of the peace, as the case may be, and there may be one

recognisance acknowledged by the sureties, or separate recognisance by one

or more, as may be convenient.

: 116. The petitioner shall, for the purpose of service of the petition on the
respondent, give to the Registrar of the Tribunal the address of the respondent
or if the Tribunal otherwise orders, he shall give such other addresses within
the constituency in which the petition is filed, where personal service can be
effected on the respondent, if known to the petitioner.

117.—(1) Proceedingsatthehearing of the petition shall be dealt with in the
same manner as a claim in a civil action in which the petitioper is the plaintiff
and the respondent is the defendant, and the petition and answer shall be
treated as a statement of claim and statement of defence respectively.

(2) The rules of civil procedure in force in the High Court of the State
petition.

(3) Proceedings before a Tribunal in respect of a petition shall—

(@) in the case of a petition in respect of the office of President or Vice-

~ President ; be completed not later than one month froEthe date of the

concerned shall with any necessary modification apply tT the trial of the

election; and

(b) in any other case, be completed not later than 2
date of the election, '

onths from the

‘ .F

118.—(1) Save as provided in this section, the decision of a Tribunal
on a petition or on any matter connected therewith shall be final and shall
not be questioned in any court of law or be subject to any appeal.

(2) Where a petition is in respect of an election to the office of President
or Vice-President any party to the petition may appeal ps of right to the
Supreme Court from the decision of the Tribunal.

(3) Any appeal to the Supreme Court pursuant to subsection (Zf) of this
section shall be filed in the Supreme Court not later than 14 days
date of the decision of the Tribunal, and the decision of the Supreme Court
on the appeal shall be given not later than 14 days from the date on which the
appeal was filed. _ '

(4) The provisions of any enactment (including rules of court) regulating
the practice and procedure of the Supreme Court with any necessary
- modification apply in respect of an appeal under this section as they apply in

respect of appeals from the decisions of any court subordinate to the Supreme”

J

i I *
: !

119.—(1) If a petition is filed and the fees are paid, the Registrar shall—

(a) serve notice in the Form EC. 14 in Part II of Schedule to this

Court. '

Decree of the presentation of the petition, together with a certified copy -

of the petition to the respondent ; . |

(b) send a certified copy of the petition to the Electoral Commission.

rom the

Address
for
service,
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(2) In the potice of presentation of the petition the Registrar shall state 2
time, not less than 3 days or more than 5 days after the date of service of
the notice, within which the respondent shall enter an appearance.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, the notice and copy of the
petition and any other documents to be delivered to the respondent before he
enters appeararnce, shall be served on him personally or in any other manner

prescribed by the Tribunal, | _

(4) Where|the respondent intends to ggpoSe the petition, he shall within
the time limit allowed in the notice of presentation of the petition, enter an
ing with the Registrar of the Tribunal a memorandum of

appearance stating that he intends to oppose the petition and giving the ngme
and address of his legal practitioner, or stating that he acts for himself, as the

case may be. The memorandum of appearance shall be signed by the res-

pondent, and njay be filed by him or by any legal practitioner acting for him.
(5) On the filing of the memorandum of appearance the respondent or

his legal practitioner shall leave a duplicate of the memorandum with the

* Registrar of the Tribunal for every other party to the petition together with

three additiona] duplicates, and shall at the same time pay to any Government |
Treasury the fges for service and produce to the Registrar receipt thereof.

(6) If the|respondent fails to enter an appearance, any document in-
tended for the respondent may be affixed to the Tribunal’s notice board and
the fact that it js on such notice board shall'be sufficient notice for any of the
purposes of thig Part of this Decree.

(7) The Registrar shall serve a duplicate of the memorandum of appear-

. ance, or give nqtice of it to all other parties to the petition,

120.—(1) Subject the provisions of this section— :

(@) no petitioni shall be amended except by leave of the Tribunal and the,
Tribunal may on any application. for leave to amend grant the same if it
appears that the respondent will not be prejudiced by the amendment ;

(3) the Tribunal may at any stage of the proceedings either of its own
motion or on the application of either party, order the petition or the reply,

- if any, to bg amended, whether the defect or error be that of the, party
applying to amend or not ; and all such amendments as may be. necessary
or proper for the purpose of eliminating all statements which may tend to
prejudice, embarrass or delay the fair trial of the petition, and for the
purpose of determining in the existing petition the real questions or
question in controversy between the parties shall be so made, but the order
shall be made upon such terms as to costs or otherwise as shall seem just.

(2) After the expiry of the time limited by this Part of this Decree for
presenting a petition, no amendment shall be made for the purpose of intro-
sh prayer info the petition, or effecting any alteration of sub-

(3) The Tlribunal in the trial and determination of the petition shall not

' be. obliged to |confine its inquiry or findings to the issues raised by the

petition and the reply ; and subject to the provisions of this Part of thi§
Decree as to time for presentation of a petition, may with or without ordering
or allowing the amendment to any statement of the facts and grounds relied
upon in suppost of the petition or the amendment of any admission or denial
contained or facts or grounds set out in the reply, inquire into any other issue
otherwise raised or apparent or any matter otherwise appearing as to the
Tribunal may |seem necessary for the proper determination of the petition,

-
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121.—(1) When a petitioner claims the seat for an unsuccessful candi-
date, alleging that he had a majority of lawful votes, any party complaining of
and any party defending the election shall, within 6 days after the filing of the
reply, or where noappearance is entered not less than 6 days before the day
fixed for trial, file with the Registrar of the Tribunal a list of the votes intended
to be objected to by him and of the heads of objection to each such vote.
No evidence shall be given to challenge the validity of any or upon any head
of objection not specified in the list except by leave of the Tribunal given upon
such terms as to amendment of the list, postponement of the trial and payment
~ of costs as the Tribunal may think fit,

(2) The party filing the list shall at the same time deliver to the Registrar
~ aduplicatefor every other party to the petition together with 3 other duplicates
and shall pay the appropriate fees for service ; and if default is made in the

delivery of the duplicates and in the payment the list shall not be filed without
the leave of the Tribunal,

(3) The Registrar shall cause a duplicate of the list to be served on
every other party forthwith. :  w

122.—(1) When the respondent in a petition complaining of an undue -

return and claiming the seat for some person intends to give evidence to
prove that the election of such person was undue, the respondent shall
within 6 days after the filing of the reply, file in the Tribunal a list of the
objections to the election upon which he intends to relysNo evidence shall
be given by a respondent oF any objection to the election not specified in the
list, except by leave of the Tribunal given upon such terms as to amendment
of the list, postponement of the trial, and payment of costs as the Tribunal
may think fit, - . - '

(2) The party filing the list shall at the same time deliver to the Registrar
a duplicate olfJ the list for every other party to the petition together with 3
other duplicates, and shall pay the appropriate fees for service. If the party
filing the list fails to deliver the necessary duplicates or to pay the fee, the
list shall not be filed without the leave of the Tribunal. ;

~ (3) The Registrar shall forthwith after the filing of the list cause a
- duplicate of the list to be served on every other party, ;

- 123.—(1) Every petition shall be tried in public and subject to the -

provisions of this section the time and place of the trial of a petition shall be
fixed by the Tribunal. Notice of the time and place of the trial in the Form

EC.15 in Part IT of the Schedule to this Decree shall be given by the Registrar
at least 14 days before the day fixed for the trial—

- (@) by posting the notice on the Tribunal’s notice board ; and
(b) by sending a copy of the ‘notice by registered post or messenger

List of
objections
to votes,

Ldist of
objections
to election,

Time and
lace of
earing

‘petition,

to the petitioner’s address for service, and to the respondent’s address -

for service if known, and by delivering a copy to the Electoral Commission.

(2 Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this section,
if all the parties to the petition consent to the holding of the trial of the
petition at a place other than the placg described in subsection (1), the

venue of the trial of the petition may in’the discretion of the Tribunal be
that place, :

(3) The Electoral Commission shall, if it thinks fit, give notice of the
trial of the petition by causing the copy delivered to it under subsection (1)
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of this section te-be affixed at the place appointed for the delivery of nomi-
nation papers, or at some conspicuous place within the constituency ; but
failure to affix such copy shall not affect the proceedings. .

(4) The posting of the notice of trial on the Tribunal notice board shall
be sufficient notice notwithstanding that any other copies dispatched under
paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of this section may not have been delivered.

124.—(1) If the Chairman of the-Tribunal before whom the petition
was tried has written his judgment but is unable to deliver it through illness
or otherwise, his judgment may be delivered by another member of the
Tribunal and the judgment so delivered shall be the judgment of the Tribunal
and the member delivering the judgment shall certify the determination of
the petition to the Electoral Commission. =

(2) The Tribunal shall determine what person was duly returned or
whether the election was void, as the case may be, and shall certify its determi-
nation to the Electoral Commission ; and the election shall stand confirmed
or a fresh election shall be held on a dat& to be appointed by the Electoral
Commission. : : _ - .

125.—(1) No petition shall be withdrawn without the leave of the
Tribunal ; and where there are more petitioners than one, the application
for leave to withdraw a petition shall not be made except with the consent
of all the petitioners. : 5 -

(2) A petition filed before the Tribunal in respect of any eléction shall be
disposed of by the Tribunal not later than 2 months from the date of such
election. Any election petition not disptsed of is time barred and unless the
Tribunal at its discretion directs, such petition shall be declared null and void

by the Tribunal.

126. If before the trial of a petition, the respondent gives notice to the
Tribunal in writing signed by him or his legal practitioner before the Registrar
that he does not intend to oppose the petition, the Registrar shall notify the
other parties and shall post a notice thereof on the Tribunal’s notice board.

127.—(1) The fee payable on the filing of a petition shall be ¥¥100
and the petitioner shall at the same time deposit the sum of ¥20 as a
hearing fee. 7

(2) The cost of the hearing shall not exceed the amount deposited, and
shall be payable for the trial at the rate of 35 for each day thereof ; but
the Tribunal in its discretion may direct a lower fee to be charged for any

- day of the trial or waive payment of a fee.

128.—(1) All costs, charges and expenses of and incidental to the
presentation and trial of a petition unless otherwise provided for in this
Part of this Decree shall, if allowed by the Tribunal, be paid by the parties

- to the pefition in such manner and in such proportions as the Tribunal may _

determine ; and the Tribunal may disallow costs, charges or expenses which
in the opinion of the Tribunal were caused by the vexatious conduct or
unfounded allegations or objections of the petitioner or the respondent, or
may affix with costs a successful party in any case. ‘

(2) Where the Tribunal declares an election to be void, and the Tribunal

‘is satisfied . that in whole or in part, the invalidity was caused by the wilful

default of any election officer in the performance of his duties under this
Decree, it may order that the costs awarded to the successful petitioner shall
be paid wholly or partly by that officer._
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129.—(1) On the trial of a petition the Tribunal may summon any
person as a witness who appears to the Tribunal to have been concerned in
the election. The Tribunal may examine any witness so summoned or any
person although such witness or person is not called and examined by any
party to the petition, and thereafter he may be cross-examined by or on
behalf of the petitioner and the respondent. The expenses of any witness
called by the Tribunal of its own motion shall, unless the Tribunal otherwise
orders, be deemed to be costs of the petition ; and such expenses may, with
the leave of the Tribunal be paid in the first instance by the Registrar in the
same way as expenses of a State witness are paid and they may be recovered in
such manner as the Tribunal directs, - :

(2) Where the Tribunal issues a summons for the attendance of a person

as a witness and that person fails to attend to give evidence or to produce

- documents, or having attended refuses to give evidence or to produce docu-
ments, such failure or refusal shall, unless that person excuses his failure or

Calling
of
witnesses.

refusal to the satisfaction of the Tribunal, be treated as a contempt of the

* Tribunal and be punishable either by & fine or imprisonment, or both, as the
Tribunal thinks fit, | .

3). In making and carrying into effect any order forthe production and
inspection of documents used in the election and relating to the way in which

 the votes of particular persons were given and in the examination of any
witness who produces or is required to produce any such documents, the

Tribunal shall ensure that the way in,which the vote of any particular person -

has been given shall not be disclosed until it has been proved that the vote
was given, and the vote has been declared by the Tribunal to-be invalid,

- (4) Subject to the provisions of this section, any person called as a

witness in proceedings under this Part of this Decree shall not be excused-

from answering any question relating to any offence at or connected with
an election on the grounds that the answer thereto may incriminate or tend
- to incriminate the witness, or on the ground of privilege, .

(5) If a witness answers truly all questions which he is required by the

Tribunal Yo answer he shall reeeive a certificate of indemnity under the
hand of the Chairman of the Tribunal stating that such witness has so
answered ; and no answer by a person to a question before the Tribunal
shall, except in the case of any criminal proceedings for perjury in respect
of such evidence, be admissible in any proceedings in evidence against him.

(6) if a person receives a certificate of indemnity under this section

and any legal proceedings are at any time brought against him foran offence
under this Part of this Decree committed by him previously to the date of

the certificate at or in relation to the election, the court having cognisance

of the case shall, on production of the certificate, stay the proceedings and

may, at its discretion award to that person such costs as he may have been n

put to in the proceedings.

130. When any money deposited as” security for costsis no longer
requjred as security therefor, any balance after payment of costs shall be
retathed to the person in whose name it was deposited, or to any other person
entitled to receive it under any order of the Tribunal. The application for
the return of the deposit may be made upon motion after notice 3:.and the
deposit shall be returned if the Tribunal is satisfied that all costs, charges and
expenses are sufficiently provided for, or haye been met, as the case may be.

" Return of
security.
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131.—(1) Where any summons, notice, or document not being 2 notice
or copy of the petition or any other document required to be served on a

- respondent before entry of appearance, is” required to be served on any

person for any purpose connected -with a petition it may be served either by -
delivering it to such person or by leaving it at his last known place of abode
in the constituency with any person there found who is a_resident thereof
and appears to be 18 years of age or more. '

(2) After a party has given an address for service it shall be sufficient if,
instead of serving him personally with any document intended for him, such
document is served— , :

(@) on the person apf;earing on the paper last filed on his behalf as his
legal practitioner wherever such person may be found or, if such person is
not found at his office, on the clerk there found apparently in charge ; or

(b) on the person named as occupier of his address for service wherever
- such person may be found or, if such person is not found at such address,
on— ™

(z) the person, there found apparently in charge, if such address
a place of business, or :

(i) any person, other than a domestic servant, there found who is 2
resident thereof and appears'to be 18 years of age or more. .

(3) A party may change his address for service by giving notice of his
new address for service and its occupier to the Registrar and to every other
party ; but until such notice is received by the Registrar, his old address for
service shall continue to be his address for service

(4) Where service in one of the modes in this section has proved impracti-
cable, the Tribunal, upon hearing an application supported by affidavit
showing what has been done and being satisfied that all reasonable efforts
have been made to effect service, may dispense with such service or notice,
or if the Tribunal thinks fit, it may order that service under ady of the
following modes shall be sufficient service, that is to say—

(2@) by delivery to any person where it is proved that there is reasonable
probability that tie document would in the ordinary course, through that
person, come to the knowledge of the person to be served ; ~ '

(b) by notice put up at some place of public resort in the constituency to
which the petition relates or at the usual or last known place of abode or
business of the person to be served ; ' :

(¢) notice put up on the Tribunal notice board.

132.—(1) Two or more candidates may be made | respondents' to the
same petition and their case may for convenience be tried at th:ﬁéame time ;
et

~but every petition so tried shall for all purposes, including aking of
secuxity, be deemed to be a separate petition madeagainst every candidate as -
a respyndent named therein. _

(2) Where more petitions than one are presented in relation to the
same election or return, all such petitions-shall be hracketed together and
be dealt with as one petition unless the Tribunal otherwise directs.
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(3) Where a petition complains of the conduct of a returning officer, he
shall for all purposes be deemed to be respondent ; and except with the consent
. in writing of the Attorney-General he may not withdraw from the trial of
the petition. If the consent of the Attorney-General is withheld, the returning
officer shall, where the misconduct was not wilful, incur no personal liability
for costs which may be awarded against him upon the trial of the petition,
and this section shall be a sufficient indemnity accordingly.

- (4) Unless otherwise prescribed by this Part of this Decree, everyp
required to leave copies of documents with the Tribunal shall leave with
the Registrar such number of copies or duplicates for distribution as he directs
or requires. - oy _

(5) No failure.to comply with this Part of this Decree as to the time
for the giving of notice or the doing of any act, matter, or thing other than
as to the time for filing a petition or lodging an appeal shall avoid any pro-

ceedings, and in any proper case the proceeding may with the consent of

the Tribunal be amended or otherwise dealt with soas to give proper effect

thereto ; but if any proceedings are avoided, they shall, if commenced, be '

set aside in whole or in part, as the case may require,

(6) An application may be made at any reasonable time to set aside
any proceedings for irregularity, and the application shall be by motion
of which notice shall be given to any other party setting out the objections
intended to be insisted upon, but no application shall be heard if the party
moving has done any act, matter, or thing with knowledge of the irregularity,
or if the irregularity objected to is merely as to form, or as to use of certified
copies instead of duplicates. -

133.—(1) The Tribunal shall meet for the purpose of its proceedings
at such times, places and on such days as the Chairman may appoint.

(2) During the Chairman’s prolonged absence or if the Chairman is
not available or is unable to perform his functions, the Chief Justice of
Nigexc'{a‘ may appoint any fit person to act as Chairman for any specified
period, - :

(3) Questions put before the Tribunal at a meetifishall be decided
by consensus and where this is not possible by a majon}\qf the votes of
the members. : ' - .

(4) Subject to this section, the Tribunal shall have power to regulate
its proceedings and procedures. ' '

(5) The validity of any proceedings of the Tribunal shall not be affected

by any vacancy in its membership or byany defect in the appointment of a
‘member, _ .
.- 134.—(1) The Tribunal shall determine what person was duly returned

or deemed to be returned, or whether the election .was void, as the case

may be, and shall certify its determination to the Electoral Commission.

(2) Where any Tribunal has declared an election invalid it shall be
the duty of the Electoral Commission to arrange for the holding of another
election for the purpose of filling the vacancy. : '

135.—Where it appears to the Tribunal after consideration of the papers
filed or during the course of the trial of any petition that an offence under
this Decree or any other enactment has been committed, the Tribunal shall
on the determination of the trial refer all relevant papers in the case to the
Attorney-General of the Federation for such action as he may deem fit.
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PART VI—MIiscELLANEOUS

- 136. No person holding an elective office to which this Decree relates
or a position in a political party shall be eligible for or be appointed to carry
out the duties of a returning officer, an electoral officer, registration officer,
revising officer, or a pollclerk ; and any officer appointed to carry out any of -
those duties shall be ineligible for nomination as a candidate for election
while he continues to hold any such appointment.

137. If the registration card of a voter is lost or accidentally destroyed
the voter may attend in person at the office of the registration officer and
make application for an official copy of the registration card. The registra-
tion officer shall make such enquires as the Electoral Commission may pre-
scribe for the purpose ; and where the registration officer is satisfied as to
the loss or accidental destruction of the registration card, he may issue an
official copy of it to the voter. ’

138.—(1) A person shall not— e

(a) print or publish or cause to be printed or published any bill, placard
or poster having reference to an election or any printed document dis-
tributed for the purpose of promoting the election of a candidate ; or

(6) post or cause to be posted any bill, placard or poster as aforesaid ; o7

" (¢) distribute or cause to be distributed any printed document for

such purpose, - _ ' _
unless the bill, placard poster, or document bears upen its face the name and
address of the printer and publisher,

 (2) Any candidate or other person who contravenes the provisions of
this section shall be guilty of an illegal practice and shall be liable on con-
viction to a fine not exceeding 3¥200. ; .

(3) For the purpose of this section, a::{y process of multiplying copies
of a document, other than copying it by hand shall be deemed to be printing,

-and the expression “printer” shall be construed accordingly. -

139.—(1) Where a date is appointed for holding an election'and there
is reasonable cause to apprehend that a serious breach of the peace is likely to
occur if the election is held on that date, the Electoral Commission may
postpone the election until some later datetobe appointed by the Electoral

 Commmission.

(2) If the Electoral Commission is satisfied that there has been a sub-
stantial failure to comply with the requirements of this Decree before the date
fixed for holding the election in respect of nominations or otherwise however,
the Electoral Commission may postpone the election until such time as such
requirements are satisfied. -

(3) Where an election is postponed before the last day for the delivery of
nomination papers and a new date is appointed for the election, the Elec-
toral Commussion shall do all things necessary for the holding of the election
as required by this Decree on the new date so appointed,

(4) Where an election is postponed on or after the last day for the delivery -
of nomination and thereafter a new date is appointed for the election, the time
for the delivery of nomination papers shall not be extended; and the Electoral
Commission shall do all things necessary for the holding of the election as
required by this Decree on the new date so appointed in respect of the candi-
dates remaining nominated. _ ‘
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(5) Any election postponed under this section may in like manner be

further postponed.

140.—(1) The Electoral Commission shall decide the fees and other
remuneration to be paid to officers appointed under this Decree and may
prescribe scales of remuneration for such officers, and the maximum allowance
in respect of expenses incurred by such officers and the method of authorisa-
tion of such allowances.

(2) All fees and other remuneration approved under subsection ({1) of this
section shall be charged upon the Consolidated Revenue Fund and shall be
paid in such manneras the Electoral Commission deems fit after consultation
with the Federal Commissioner of Finance,

141. Subject to the provisions of this section, if reasonable notice is
given and the normal use thereof is not interfered with, any suitable room in
the premises of a school or public building in the constituency in which
public meetings are from time to time held, may be used at reasonable times
between the date of announcement of an election and the day before the date
fixed for the election by a candidate for the purpose of holding public
meetings in furtherance of his candidature. If any such room or building is so
used by a candidate he shall pay for any damage done during a meeting to the
furniture and fittings, and if required shall pay actual expenses incurred
incidental to the preparation and clearing of the room or building both
before and after any meeting. '

142. No person who has voted in any election, under this Decree shall, in
any legal proceedings arising out of the election, be required to say for whom
.he voted. ‘ : ‘

143. If any person makes any agreement or terms or enters into any
undertaking in relation to the withdrawal of any election petition, and such
agreement, terms or undertaking is or are for the withdrawal of the election
petition in consideration of any payment, or that the seat shall at any time be
vacated, or that any other election petition will be withdrawn and the
agreement is not mentioned in any affidavit- filed in support of the withdrawal
of the election petition, that person shall be guilty of an offence, and on convic-
tion shall be liable to imprisonment for a term of twelye months,

144. The Attorney-General of the Federation shall consider any
recommendation made to him by a Tribunal with respect to the présécution
by him of any person for an offence disclosed on an election petition ; and
" if it appears to him that any person who has not received a certificate of
indemnity has been guilty of a corrupt or illegal practice he may, in his
discretion, prosgcute that person for the offence before any competent court.

145.—(1) Proceedings against any person in respect of any offence to
which this section)applies shall be commenced within one year after the offence
was committed, for if it was committed in reference to an election with
respect to which an election petition is filed shall be commenced within one
year after the determination by the Tribunal whichever period last expires, so
that it be commenced within two years after the offence was committed, and
the time so limited shall be substituted for any limitation of time contained
in any other law, ' - - :

(2) This section applies to any corrupt.or illegal practice, any illegal

payment, employment or hiringand any offence under section 138 or section
143 of this Decree. - :
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-146.—(1) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in .any law
(including rule of law) no court shall have jurisdiction to hear or determine—

(@) any question pertaining to the validity or otherwise of the nomi-
nation of any candidate for election to any of the offices or Legislative
Houses to which this Decree relates ;

~ (b) any question pertaining to the disqualification or otherwise of any
candidate for election to any of the offices or Legislative Houses to which
this Decree relates ; : :

(©) any question pertaining to. the validity or otherwise of the election
of any candidate to any of the offices or Legislative Houses to which this
Decree relates ; -~ . ,

(&) any question pémining to any matter in respect of which juris-
diction is vested in a Tribunal under this Decree, - .

" and no action whatsoever shall be brought in any court in respect of any

such question and if such action is brought it shall be discharged and made.

~void.

(2) No member of the Electoral Commission shall be pers_onally Tiable
for anything done in the performance of his duties under this Decree.

_ 147. Where the Tribunal at any time during the trial of an election
petition or a court for the purposes of any prosecution for an offence in
relation to ballot papers is satisfied that the inspection of rejected ballot
papers relating to counted ballot papers is necessary it may, upon such terms
as it thinks fit, order the Electoral Commission in whose custody they are to
produce rejected ballot papers for inspection and to open any sealed packet
of counterfoils relating to counted ballot papers for such purposes as the
Tribunal may require. .

148. Without prejudice to the other provisions of this Decree the
Electoral Commission may delegate any of its powers and functions to any -
Electoral Commissioner, registration officer or electoral officer or returning

~ officer subject to any conditions or limitations which it may consider

necessary or expedient to impose and no such delegation shall be construed to
limit the right of the Electoral Commissoin to exercise such powers itself.

149. The Electoral Commission may, subject to the provisions of this
Decree, make regulations for the pupose of giving effect to the provisions of
this Decree and for the due administration thereof.

150.—(1) In this Decree, unless the context otherwise requires—
“the Attorney-General” means the Attorney-General of the Federation ;

. “Constitution” means the Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria; ) . ' o

. “corrupt practice” includes any of the following offences namely,
bribery, personation, treating, and undue influence, and includes aiding,
abetting, counselling and procuring any such offence ;

“clection” means an election of a person fo a Legislative House or to the
office of President, Vice-President, Governor or Deputy Governor ;
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“election officer” includesl an electoral officer, a presiding oﬂiéer, a

~ poll clerk, a registration officer, a returning officer or any other official

. appointed by or with the authority of the Electoral Commission to assist in

the conduct or supervision of any election ;

“Electoral Commission” means the Federal Electoral Commission
established by section 1 of the Federal Electoral Commission Decree 1977 ;

- “Electoral Commissioner” includes ‘the Chairman of the Federal -

- Electoral Commission ;
“electoral officer” includes the Chief Electoral Officer of the Federation,
the Chief Electoral Officer of a State and an assistant electoral officer ;
“registration officer” includes an assistant registration officer ;
- “petition” means an election. petition under this Decree ;
“return” means the declaration of the result of the eléction in accordance

1977
No. 41.

with the appropriate provisions of this Decree and' includes a certificate of

return in Form EC.8 in Part I of the Schedule to this Decree ; .
“'I‘l_-ibunal” means an election Tribunal established under this Decree.

(2) A reference in this Decree to a section or, Part not otherwise identified

is a reference to that section or Part of this Decree.

151. This Decree may be cited as the Electoral Decree 1977.

e

Citation.



A 374

1977 No.73 Electoral

~
SCHEDULE

FORMS
Part 1
Form EC.1
Ezfcroml. chm 1977 :
APPLICATION f‘OR INCLUSION IN REGISTER OF VOTERS |
To the Reglstratlon Officer,

Reglstratlo Area _ : - .19

I - .

of.

apply to be included in the Preliminary List fq; the Reglster of voters for

~ the above Registration area upon the grounds :—

1. That I am a citizen of Nigeria.

2, That I am 18 years over.

3. That I am now ordinarily resident at

(here state town or village and if possible the street and street number if
known). )

4. And I declare that the above part:culars are true to the best of my
belief and that I am not already registered in this or any other Preliminary
List or Register of Voters under the above Decree (or I request that my
name be now entered in the appropnate List).

Signed

or :
Right thumb-print nnpressed in the presence
of Witness

to thumb-print.

* Address and’ Occupation of such Witness




STATE

REGISTRATION ARFA . . oo o,

CICINREE (3 ) v ;TR —

R (21 )+ - AT WS A

R.EGISTRAITION Form EC. 1A

ELecrorAL Decree 1977

RecistraTioN UNIT... ...

LocAL GOVERNMENT AREA..... .

(A)
Section 6 (6) )

g

CODE: it i

CODE oo sirusisiisims

Registration Name in Full "
Number (Family Name First) Occupation Age

Sex—
Male (M)
Female (F)

* Address, i.e. House Number, Name of
Street, Ward, Hamlet or Village

' ;v.tbng

€L "ON LL6T

SLE V
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EC.IG. ®

VOTERS REGISTRATION CARD

CODE
STATE '

LY
Locar GOYERNMENT AREA
ReGISTRATION AREA
REGISTRATION UNIT ... - =
Voter’s NUMBER™

Bring This Card To The Polling Station

, Form EC 2
ELECTORAL DECREE 1977

CLAIM FOR CORRECTION OF OR INSERTION OF
NAME IN PRELIMINARY LIST (C)

To the Registration Officer,

Constituency Date. ' 19
' | :

" of.

declare :—

1. That I applied for inclusion in the Prelitninary List for the Regmter
of voters for the above Constituency on the 19

and that my particulars have been (onutted[maccu:ately stated).
2. I am a citizen of Nigeria. '

3. I am 18 years of age or over.

4. I am ordinarily resident at the above address (or.

)

5. 1 hereby apply for the Prehnnnary List to be (oomplcted/corrected)
s accordingly. .
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6. T declare that the above particulars are true to the best of my belief
. and that I am not already registered in this or-any other Preliminary List
or Register of voters under the above Decree. e

SIGNED

or "
Right thumb print impressed in the presence of

Witness to thumb print

Address and occupation of such witness :

Form EC 3
ELECTORAL DECRBE 1977
OB]ECTION TO NAME IN PRELIMINARY LIST

To the Registration Officer,

Constituency . : 19

of.

whose name appears in the Prehmmary List for the above Constituency
~ hereby give notice :—

1. That I object to the inciusion in such list of the name

of.

whose address is given as

on the following grounds

(here insert the grounds)

2. I wish to produce the following witnesses...

|

3. I tender herewith the sum of twenty n:L’:a‘ (}¥20) as a deposit as
required by the above Decree.

Signed

Qbjector
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Form EC, 4A
ELectorAL DECreE 1977

FORM OF NOMINATION OF PRESIDENT

Jo :. _
THE CHiEr ELECTORAL OFFICER,
- Feperar RepusLic oF NIGERIA _
R o T ST

(occupation) .
hereby state : )
1. I am the candidate to whom this nomination paper relates.

2. I am willing to stand for election to the office of the PreSIdent of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria.

3. I am a citizen of Nigeria and otheryise qualified for election
4. 1 am not disqualified for election by virtue of any provision of the

above Decree. -
5. In the event of a contested election my political affiliation and
preference of symbol is

6. I wish to nominate.......
as Vlce-Premdent and he is Wlllmg to stand for election to this Oﬂice.

EBIVO sty o s
Candidate for President

-

Signed , s
Candidate for Vz’.-:e—President

WE, being registered as electors in the above Consntueucy, do nommate
the abme candidate :

(1) Name....

(3) Occupation..... .. e

Signed
First Nominator

R .
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) Name

(2) IAddr&ss

(3) Occupation

(1) Name

Signed......

Serond Nominator

(2) Address

(3) Occupation

By

(1) Name

Signed

Third Nominator

(2) Address

(3) Occupation ...

2 -(1) Name...

Signed

Fourth Nominator 4

(2) Address

t3) ‘Otcupation

(1) Name.

- Signed

Fyfth Nominator

(2) Address
(3) Occupation

(1) Name ...

Signed

Sixth Nominator

(2) Address

3) Oﬁcupation

Signed

" Seventh Nominator
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(1) Name

(zj Address

(3) Occupation

Signed
Eighth Nominator
(1) Name )
(2) Address i
9

(3) Occupation "

Signed

_Ninth Nominator
(1) Name =
(2) Address
~ (3) Occupation
Signed :
o Tentk_ Nominator
Form EC4B

Ewcrogu. Decree 1977
FORM OF NOMINATION OF GOVERNOR .

"To :
Tee Crier ELeCTORAL OFFICER,
.STATE -
Date 19...
T,
of
(Address)

(Occupation)
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hereby state :

1. I am the candidate to whom this norhination paper relates.
2. I am willing to stand for election to the office of theé Governor for

the above State. o S
3. I am a citizen of Nigeria and otherwise qualified for election.

4. T am not disqualified for election by virtue of any provision of the
above Decree. '

5. In the event of a contested election my political affiliation and
preference of symbol is

6. I-wish to nominate..
as Deputy Governor and he is mllmg to stand for election to this Office,

UV

Signed

szdrdaué for Governor
Signed '

Candidate for Deputy Governor

WE, being registered as electors in the above State, do nominate the
above candidate, :

(1) Name

(2) Address

(3) Occupation

Sgned First Nominator
(1) Name:
(2) Address
* (3) Occupation
Signed . :
Second Nominator
(1) Name '
(2) Address
(3) Occupation....
| Signed

Third Nominator
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-

(1) Name
(2) Address.....

oo

s (3) Occupation i o
Signed
Fourth Nominator
(1) Name.......
(2) Address -
(3) Occupation .......s.
| ' Signed ... _
x _ Fifth Nominator
(1) Name T
(2) Address
(3) Occupation
Signed
: Sixth Nominator
(1) Name....
(2) Address §
(3) Occupation
Signed :
_gn Seventlh Nominator
(1) Name.....
(2) Address
() B0 L et T . e o U S ———————————
Signed

Eighth Nominator
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(1) Name
(2) Address.
(3) Oc-cupationl _
Signed
. : Ninth Nominator
(1) Name '
(2) Address...... -
(3) Occupation
Signed
: Tenth Nominator -
Form EC 4C
- ELECTORAL DEecreE 1977
To the Electoral l Officer, |
Senatorial Dzstnct
Date 19
I
of.
- (here state address)
(occupatlon) ' hereby state :—

1. { am the candidate to whom this nomination paper relates.

2. I am willing to stand for election to the Senate as member for the

above Senatorial District,

3. I am a citizen of Nigeria and otherwise qualified for election
‘4. I am not quualﬂied for election by virtue of any provision of the

above Decree.

5. In the event of eontested election my political aﬂikahon and pre-

ference of symbol is.

Signed

" Candidate for the Senatz
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WE, being registered as electors in the above Senatonal District do
nominate the above eandzdate —

—

1. Name
2. Address
3. Occupation Signed

First Nominator

ey

. Name
. Address

3. Occupation

]

_ Signﬂd'

Second Nominator

b

Name
. Address
. Occupation

[0

Signed -

Third Nominator

1. Name
2. Address

3. Occupation
Signed

Fourth Nominator

s

b
-

Name
. Address

3. Occupation

oo

, Sigried |
‘ o Fifth Nominator

1. Name .
2. Address -

3. Occupation

- Sixth Nominator
1, Name R -
2. Address
3. Occupation

Seventh Nominator

jary

. Name
. Address )
3. Occupation

bo

Eighth Nominator
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1. Name

2. Address
3. Occupation .
Signed..... '
‘Ninth Nominator
1. Name
" 2. Address
3. Occupation
Signed -
. Tenth Nominator
* Delete if not applicable
Form EC 4D
EvecroraL Deeree 1977
To the Electoral Officer, A
.. Federal Constituency
F N'“ £ ¢ DafF L, . 19
I
of. :
~ (here state address)
(occupation) : hereby state :—

1. I am the candidate to whom this nominaﬁon; paper relates.

2. 1 am willing to stand for election to the Natiggial Assembly as member
for the above Federal Constituency. -

3. I am a citizen of Nigeria and otherwise qualified for election.

. 4. I am not disqualified for election by virtue of any provisien of thei
above Decree, :

5. In the event of a contested election my political affiliation and pre-.
ference of symbol is '

Signed
Candidate for National Asembly
We, being registered as electors in the above Federal Constituency do
nominate the above candidate :—
1. Name
2. Address
_3. Occupation

" Signed

+ | First Nominator
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(=
H

1. Name .-

2. Address

L

. Occupation

ot

. Name _
2. Address

3. Occupation.

Name
.. Address

. Occupation

w N

. Name
. Address
3. Occupation

B -

1. Name
2. Address
3. Occupation

1. Name

2. Address

3. Occupation _

1, Neitie
o Addica

3. Occupation

1. Name
2, Address

3. Occupation

Signed

 Signed....

Signed

Second Nominator

v

Signed

Third Nominator

- Fourth Nominator

Signed

Fifth Nominator
- 5

Stxth Nominator

Seventh Nominator

Eighth Nommator

Ninth Nominator
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1. Name
2. Address
3. Occupation
' Signed
' _ R Tenth Nominator
¥ Deleteif not applicable.
Form EC 4E

Eiecrorar Drcree 1977 |

To the Electoral Officer,
................... i State Constituency
' Date 19
I
of.
* (here state address)
(occupation) hereby state :—

* 1. T am the candidate to whom this nomination paper relates,

2. Iam willing to stand for electlon to the State Assembly as member
- for the above State Constituency. -

3. I am a citizen of Nigerid and otherwise qualified for election.

4. I am not disqualified for election by virtue of any provision of the
above Decree.

5. In the event of a contested clectwn my political affiliation and prefe-
~ rence of symbol is

Signed
Candidate for State Assembb'

We, being registered as electors i in the above State Conatltuency do

nominate the above candidate :—

1. Name _ - 4
2. Address '
3. Occupation '
Signed
- First Nominator
1. Name
2. Address
3. Occupation
Signed

Seco;:d Nominator
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Tt
-

ary

w

Néine

. Address

. Occupation

. Name
. Address

Occupation

. Name

2. Address

W =

Jumad

(351

| ]
-

. Occupation

. Name
. Address
. Occupation

. Name

Address
Occupation

. Name
. Address
. Occupation

-

Name

2. Address

e

Delete if not applicable.

. Occupation

. Name
2, Address
. Occupation

| Signed
| Signed
. Signed

Signed

Signed

Signed

Signed

Bigaed

Third Nominator

B

Fourth Nominator

Fifth Nominator

=y

Sixth Nominator

Seventh Nominator

Eighth Nominator

Ninth Nominator

Tenth Nominator
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Form EC 5

ELECTORAL DEcrer 1977

ELECTORAL OFFICER’S RULING AS TO VALIDITY OF
NOMINATION

To— (Prospective Candidate)

Take notice that a nomination paper received by me On.....oimn
in your favour (has been accepted by me as appearing to be
valid) or (has been rejected by me as appearing to be invalid) upon the
following grounds

" Dated
= -
Signed

Elecforal Officer

Form EC 6-

EvrecroraL Decrer 1977
CERTIFICATE OF POLLING DUTIES
To the Presiding Officer,

Polling Station (where proposed voter is registered)

Constituency. 37 S "

I certify :—
1. That

of.




&=
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is en:goned at the Polling Station named below as.....-. :
and that in my opinion he cannot reasonably and conveniently be released to

vote at another Polling Station.

2. Such person states that he is included in the part of the Register l;af
Electors appropriate to your Polling Station which is in the same €onsti-
tuency as that named beneath, _

3. A certified extract of the Register containing particularé_relating tothe
above person is accordingly requested in accordance with section
of the Electoral Decree 1977.

s %

-

Signed

Presiding Officer (where proposed
. - elector is employed)
Polling Station
_ Constituency
I certify that the particulars relating to myself in paragraph 1 above are to
the best of my belief correct. _
Signed :
" (Proposed voter)
Form EC 7

EvrcToraL DECREE 1977
CERTIFIED EXTRACT OF REGISTER

To The Presiding Officer, =

»

Polling Station (where proposed voter is employed)

. Cdnstituency _ ~ Date
. - _r A
I certify :—

1. That the following particulars are contained in the part of the Register
of voters relating to the abové Polling Station.-
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Name

Address

Occupation

Sex

Number in Register

2. I have no reason to suppose that such paruculars do not relate to the
person in respect of whom you have issued a Certificate of Polling Duties.

3. No person has cast a vote at the Polling Stauon named below in
respect of this entry in the Register.

4. 1 have marked the Register appropriately and the voter will be
treated in this Polling Station as though he has cast his vote.

Singed
Presiding Officer (where proposed
voter is registered)

i

" Polling Station

Constituency

T'o the best of my belief the particulars in paragraph 1 above relate to me,
and I wish to vote at the polling station at which I am on duty.

Signed

Proposed voter

; ~ Form EC 8
ErccToraL DEecree 1977

DECLARATION OF RESULT OF POLL

..Constituency

I certify that having carried out'my duties and the formalities required



-
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by the Electoral Decree 1977, the result of the pbll carried out in the

Constituency' on the

day of. i 19 is as follows in order

of the number of votes each candidate received—

=l

1. Candidate..... __ Votes received
2. Candidate ~ Votes received
3. Candidate A " Votes received
4. Candidate....... | Votes received
DATED this.... i 19
= Signed
N “Returning Officer
- PART 1I
Form EC 9

ELECTORAL Dacﬁmz 1977

RECEIPT OF PETITION

2 Received on the.... day of 19......, at the

office of the Registrar, the Election Tribunal, . , a

petition touching the election under the Electoral Decree 1977, of

. (insert name of person elected) 2

- of the Constituency pﬁrporting to be sigﬁed by.

(insert name of petitioner)

-

Registrar

*Here insert elective office as may be appropriate.
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Form EC 10
ELecrorar Decrer 1977
PETITION

Office of the ' Election Tribunal : State

The election under the Electoral Decree 1977 for

held on the ﬂny of.
(State the Constituency) ‘
, 19
AB. i
Between Petitioner(s)
C.D. ,
: and |
EF. i
: Respondent(s
GoHt : '
The Petition of A,B. of (or of A.B., of
and C.D., of. ) or as the case may be) whose names
are subscribed. : '

1. Your petitioner A.B. is'a person who voted (or had a right to vote, as
the case may be) at the above election (or claims to have had a right to be

returned or elected at the above election, or was a candidate at the above
election ; and your petitioner C.D. (here state in the manner the right of each

petitioner)

2. And your petitioner(s) state (s) that the election was held on the..............
day of , 19........ when A.B., C.B,, (and) E.F. (and) G.H.
were candidates, and the returning officer has returned E.F, and (GH;
being duly elected.
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3. And your petitioners say that (here state the facts and grounds on
which the petitioners rely). ‘ « 3

Wherefore your petitioners pray that it may be determined that the
said E.F. (and G.H.) was (were) not duly elected (or returned) (or duly
elected or returned), (and that) the) or his) election was void) (or that the
said A.B. (and C.D.) was (were) duly elected and) ought to have been
returned, or as the case may be). . . '

"o [ gl o) ALB,
(Signed) .{n : '}C,D, )

Addregs for service (within five metres of a post office within the area
of jurisdictipn of the High Court for the e
h State)

“Occupier - . o »
‘The name of my (or our) Legal Practitioner is

or o % |
I (or we) arh (or are) acting for myself (or ourselves)

SieNen before me this - day of | Sy 19
e  Registrar
Form EC 11
EvrecTorAL DECREE 1977
- RECOGNIZANCE

Be it rqmembered that on the - day of iy 3
before me (pame and description) came J.K., of (place of abode and descrip-
tion) and acknowledged himself (or severally acknowleged themselves) to
owe to the Government of the Federation the sum of 3 ' G

(or the follojving sums (that is to say) the said J.K., the sum of N.........ccocun. -k
the said L/M., the sum of ormmmn. i..; the said N.O,, the sum of
N _ : and the said P.Q., the sum of ... ;) to be

levied on j,r‘s (or their respective) goods and chattels, land and tenements.
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The condition of this recognizanceis that if (here insert the names of
all the petitioners and if more than one, add, or any of them) shall well and
truly pay all costs, charges, and expenses in respect of the election petition
signed by A.B., (or A.B. and C.D,, or as the case may be) relating to the
CODBHULNCY OF .o isstimivi which shall become payable by the said peti-
~ tioner (or petitioners or any of them) under the Electoral Decree 1977

to any person or persons, then this recognizance to be void, otherwise to
stand in full force, - :

( 3

(Signed) signature of
, Y > sureties

. : .
TaAReEN and ACKNOWLEDGED by the above-named (names of sureties)
on the ... day of.. : , 19.... , at .

before me,

Chairman Efectioﬂ Tribunal &

Form EC 12
ErecroraL DEcrer 1977

Norice oF DeposiT

In EIectiﬁn Tribunal of

The election under the Electoral Decree 1977 for .

held on the....... | day of
(state the Constituency) ' K
19
- A.B. i
Between Petitioner(s)
{C.D. .

~and

{ ' } Respondent (s)
G.H. J
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The Eictition of A.B. of (or of A.B., of.
and C.D,, of or as the case may be) whose names are
subscribed.

Tagen Notice that (name) of (address of place of abode) has this

day deposited in the High Court of the (here state name of the State the

sum of N.. as security_for the payment of all costs, charges
and expenses which may become payable by him to any witnesses summoned
on his behalf (or on behalf of the above-named petitioner(s) to to any respon-

dent or the pbove petition. -
Darep the .. day of ,19...
Registrar
. N3
Form EC 13
_AFFIDAVIT OF EFFICIENCY
In THE Hica Court or
The election under the Electoral Decree 1977 for
(state the place) held on the —
» 19
A.B,
Between ' Petitioner(s)
-
and_
: Respondent(s)
: G.H. -
The Petitipn of A.B. of ‘ (or of A.B., of
and C.D., of or as the case may be) whose names

are subscribe

L J.K, of (as in recognizance) make oath and say that I am seized or
possessed of real (or personal) estate above what will satisfy my debts of the
clear value of Sworn, etc. e :

Wherefore|your petitioners pray that it may be determined that the
said EF. (and |G.H.) was (were) not duly elected (or returned) (or duly
elected or returped), (and that the (or his) election was void) (or that the
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said A.B. (and C.D) (was %r;re) duly elected and) ought to have been:

returned, or as the case may

| . | : o
(Signed) { | ‘ AR
' : — C.D.

Address for Service (w:tthm three miles of a pbst office within the area I

of jurisdiction of the H;gh Court for the

State

Occﬁpier

The name of my (or our) solicitor is

_ or
. I (or we) am (or are) acting for myself (or ourselves) _
TR ' AB
' (Signed) o P
| e : C.D.
S1GNED before me thls el femmn day O Lpmeinii , 19

Regzstrar

Form EC. 14
ErecroraL Decrer 1977

NOTICE OF PRESENTATION OF PETITION

i IN THE ELECTION TRIBUNAL OF.....
The election under the Electoral Décree 1977 for....
{state the place) held on the. day of.
19 ' . |
B o JA -t }? itioner(s)
etween . : etifioner(s i
£ cD _ =),
. o ' and ' .3 P .
- ; 5 jReapondent(s)
GH... i -
"The Petition of AB: 0w {0 Of ABuy OFmmn
and C.D., of I 1' or as the case may be) whose

names are subscribed.
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Taxe Noyice that the petition a duplicate whereof is attached hereto
has this day been presented in the Registry at.
and that

you are to epter appearance to the petition in the sald Registry within
days of the date of service of this motice on you
(or within days of the date of posting hereof, or within
days of the date when this notice was left at your address
set out below, |or as the Court may direct by order under section 131 of the
above Decree,) otherwise proceedings upon the petition may be continued and
determined in| default of your appearance, and any document relating to
such proceedings, and intended for you may be posted up on the court
notice board, Whu:h shall be sufficient notice thereof.

Darep this day of. : 19

L " Regstrar

To E.F. of

Form EC 15

ELECTORAL DEcREE 1977
NOTICE OF TRIAL

In THE ELECTION TRIBUNAL OF - _
The Election under the Electoral Decree 1977 for :
............................. .(state the place) held on the..... day of.
,19
AB '
- Between . Petitioner(s)
CD _ .
and : :
E.F
_ Respondent(s)
G.H
The Petition of A.B. of (or of A.B., Of "
and C.D,, of or as | the case may be] whose names -
are subscribed.
Take NoTice that the above petition will be tried at -
on the. day of 19
and on such other subsequent days as may be useful.
Darep the day of. ; 19

Registrar
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Form EC 16
_ EvrecroraL Dgcreg 1977
NOTICE OF MOTION TO WITHDRAW PETITION
" In TaE ErecrioN TRIBUNAL OF.

The election under the Electoral Decree 1977 for. 2
(state the place) held on the. day of.
» 19
A.B.
Between < - Petitioner(s)
CIDI : v -
. : and : )
' ' Respondent(s)
. G"aH- . .
The Petition of A.B. of ... (of A —
and C.D,, of or as the case may be) whose names are

subscribed.

(Write out the Notice of Motion ;'n the manner usual in civil proceedings
and conclude as follows :—)

The petitioner proposes to apply to withdraw his petition on the following
‘grounds :—

(Here state the ground)
_ (Petitioner or Solicitor)
Signed before me this day of. .-

Registrar

(1) Name,

(2) Address, :

(3) Occupation ; s

Signed

Nominator
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(1) Name :

(2) Address :

(3) Occupation :

- ANOminator

MADE at Lagos this 29th day of December 1977,

Lr-Generar O, OBasanjo,
- Head of the Federal Military Government,
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces,
Federal Republic of Nigeria

EEIJAN&TORY Nortz

(fI’kzs ngte does not form part of the above Decree but
45 intended to explam its effect)~
The Decree mékea comprehensive provisions with respect to the regist-
 ration of voters and with respect to the conduct and other matters pertaining
to elections (other than local government electmns) to be held in the country.

!
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