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.—- : . Citation, commencement,etc.3. Investigation of assets by tribunal |
of inquiry. SCHEDULE—-Notice and Forms.

Decree No. 51
° [28¢h Fune 1966]

THE NATIONAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby decrees as
follows :— /

1.—(1) Where the Head of the National Military Government (herein-
after referred to as “the appropriate authority”) is of opinion thatit is in the
public interest so to do, the appropriate authority may—

(a) direct the issue of a notice to déclaré assets as in Form 1 in the Schedule
of this Decreeto, be served on any public officer together with a form of
declaration of assets as in Form 2 in the Schedule ofthis Decree, which the
said officer so served shall complete and return to the appropriate authority
within 30 daysafter receipt thereof, or such extensionof the period as may
be approved by the appropriate authority ; -

(6) upon receipt of the said declaration of assets, thereafter direct any
qualihed person, to check the statementcontained in the said declaration of
assets as in section2 of this Decree and verify the accuracy of any state-
ment of accountstherein ;

_ (¢) appointa tribunalof inquiry, where appropriate in the circumstances,
and for the purposes specified in section 3 of:this Decree.

(2) A notice to be served in accordance with subsection (1) (a) of this
section shall be deemed to have been served—

(a) by sendingit by registered post to the last known address of the
public officer ; or’

(b) by pasting such notice. at the door of the premises of the last knownaddress of the public officer; or ‘eo
(c) by publication ofthe notice aforesaid in an issue of a local newspaper.

 

(3) In the application of subsection (1) (a) of this section,if the form of
declaration of assets is duly completed and returned by post to the sender,marked “‘Returned under the Public Officers (Investigation of. Assets)Decree 1966” no postage or other fee shall be payable thereon, anything tothe contrary in any enactment notwithstanding ; and the postal officer or clerk
receiving a postal packet addressed to the appropriate authority shall registerand deliver the postal packetfree of charge accordingly.
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(4) Anypublic officer, who— ‘

_ (@) without reasonable excuse, the proof of which shall lie on him,
efuses or neglects to declare his assets in the manner prescribed in
ubsection (1) (a) of this section ; or

| (6) makes a declaration of assets as required in that subsection which he
nowsto be false or which he makes without reasonable belief in its truth,
1 be guilty of an offence under this Decree andshall beliable on conviction 

mprisonmentfor a termof not less than 5 years ; and the court convicting
1 order the forfeiture of such undeclared assets or the assets falsely    
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ared, which are shown to belong to him, to the State whether or not
A assets-areé in his name. .

(5) Any person who acts in the manner described in paragraph (4) of
section (4) of this section shall be deemed to have done so with the intent
ed in the paragraph, unless he shall prove the contrary.a 

(6) Anypostal officer or clerk whofails to accepta postal packet Without
fe¢,| if it is addressed to the appropriate authority and marked as aforesaid,
shall be guilty of an offence punishable orf conviction for a termof imprison-
ment not exceeding 6 months. i oof

2.—{1) So soon thereafter as the declaration of assets is duly returned
rsuant to section 1 (1) (a) of this Decree, any qualified person shall, if so

ditqcted by the appropriate authority, verify any statement of account
hfained in the said declaration of assets, and in addition ascertain what
rysactions or assets, ifany, were not disclosed in the said declaration.
| (2) Such qualified person shall, subject to subsection (3) of this section,
ve powerto require the relevant person orauthorityto prepare or cause to
}irepared anyrecord ofassets, any accounts connected with anyparticular

  
 its and statements of transactions relating thereto, and to deliver such

ard, accounts and statements as may berelevant to such qualified person,
d; the relevant person or authorityshall comply with such requirement. *
(3) If the qualified person, so directéd in accordance with subsection (1)
this section, is a bank examiner within the meaning of the Banking
 hendment Decree 1966, the provisions of that Decree shall apply in
pion to the verification and ascertainment,ofthe assets of the officer as they

apply in relation to an investigation under that Decree.
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.

(4) The qualified person shall, after ‘such investigation, submit a report
nis findings and conclusions and his reasons therefor to the appropriate

authority.

(5) Anyrelevant person or authority who—
(a) refuses or fails without lawful excuse (the proof of whichshall lie

nmhim) to complywith the requirementof the qualified person ; or (5) prepares or causes to be prepared any false record of assets, or any-t . . _? : ' :i i count connected with anyparticular assets and statement oftransactions
lating thereto, knowing such record, account, or statementto befalse,
| 'be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction, in the case of an indivi-

di|, to imprisonmentfor two years without the option of a fine, andin any

 
er case to

a

fineofnotless than five hundred pounds.
,(6) Anyrelevant person or authority who prepares or causes to besared anyrecord, account, or statement, knowing it to be false, shall be

eemed to have so prepared it or caused it to be prepared with the intented in subsection (5) (6) above, unless he proves the contrary.
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(7) Wherean offence punishable under thissection has been committedby a body corporate, any person who atthe time of the commissionof theoffence was a ‘director, general manager, secretary or other similar officer ofthe body corporate or was purporting to act in any such capacity shall bedeemed to be.guilty of such offence, unless he proves that the contraventionwas committéd without his consent or connivance and that he exercisedall due diligetice to prevent the commission of the offence having regard tothe nature ofhis functions in that capacity andto all the circumstances.

(8) In this section, “relevant person or authority” means,as the case mayrequire, any person or authority who has in his possession or under hiscontrol any books, records, accounts, or statements or information in anyother form whatsoever, of transactions relating to the assets of the publicofficer, but does not include a bank examiner within the meaning of theBanking Amendment Decree 1966, a bank within the meaning of the BankingAct, or the National Board of Inland Revenue or any other tax authoritywithin the meaning of the Income Tax Management Act 1961 (save to theextent that a communication is authorised pursuant to an order of theHeadof the National Military Government made under the provisions of the‘Income Tax (Authorised Communication) Decree 1966).

3.—(1) The appropriate authority may by an instrument,after consider-ing the report andif he is of the opinionthatitis appropriate for him to do so,appoint a tribunal. of inquiry consisting of such numberof persons, notbeing less than 3 (of whom the chairmanshall be a judgeor former judgeof aHigh Court or a person qualified to practice as a legal practitioner for notless than ten years) as he deems fit, for the purpose of inquiry—
(2) whether or not the public officer has corruptly or improperlyenriched: himself or any person by virtue of his office or by any meansin abuse of: his office or otherwise howsoever whilst a public officer ; and
(b) as to the extent ofsuch enrichment,

and the provisions of the Tribunalof Inquiry Decree 1966, or so much ofitas the appropriate authority may by the instrument appointing the tribunalspecify, shall apply in relation to such tribunal as they apply to a tribunal ofinquiry appointed underthe said Decree. ,
(2),In any such inquiry underthis section, the onus of proof that thereWas no enrichment contrary to the provisions of subsection (1) above, shalllie upon the public officer.

4.—(1) Withoutprejudice to the provisionsof section 1 of this Decree,“the appropriate authority may—
(a) where an inquiry under this Decree (or any other enactment orunder any proceedings whatsoeyer) discloses that a public officer hasacquired assets for himself or in the Mame of any other person in themanneraforesaid ; and -

(0) if he.is of the opinion that Teparation ought to be made,
make an. order forfeiting to the State all the assets or any. part thereofacquired in the manner described in section 3 of this Decree, whetheror not suchassets are in his name.

. a
2(2) Any order made underthis section may include. provision vestingthe assets or any part thereof or the property in such assets or part thereofin. an officer in the public service or in a department of governmentor as thecase mayrequire, and, in particular, the order may direct that—
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(2) in the case of assets in cash lodged in a bank, the manager or a
ee in charge of the bank in which the assets are lodged shall pay the

ets into the appropriate consolidated revenue fund;

(A) in the case of assets in the form of stocks, shares, debentures} bonds
ot choses in action, the responsible officer concerned,or as the case hay be,
Hall register them as required or necessary, in the nameofthe State ;

t 

  
   

(c) in the caseof assets in the nature of immovable property, the lperson |
charge of registration of land, instruments or deeds, by whatevertitle
ownin a group ofprovincesorin the capital territory, as the case maybe,
all remove the nameofthe officer or that of any person in whose name

property ‘is registered from the register and the property shall vest
ie State as from the date of such order without anyfurther assurance.

Any order made under this Decree for the forfeiture of any, assets
ave effect, notwithstanding anything tothe contrary in any enactment

 
+-(1) Subject to section 9 (5) of the Constitution (Suspension. and
cation) Decree 166, the powers conferred on the Head of the National
y Government under this Decree shall be deemed to be delegated to

lj of the Military Governors in relation to their respective group of
nees, in accordance with section 9 (1)-of the said Decree, and the term
priate authority” in this Decree shall be construed accordingly. ¢

For the purposes of section 1 (1) (c) of this Decree and subject to
9 (5) of the Constitution (Suspension and Modification) Decree} 1966, wers. conferred on the Head of the National Military Government
the Tribunals of Inquiry Decree 1966 by virtue of section 3 pf this
shall be deemed to be delegated to each of the Military Governors
ion to their respective group of provinces in accordance with section
the Constitution (Suspension and Modification) Decree 1966, and
“proper authority” in the Tribunals of Inquiry Decree 1966 shall ~

trued accordingly. ,

(3) The provisions of this Decree shall, with such modifications as may
Hcessary, applyin relation to the powers of a Military Governorof algroup

‘inces as theyapplyin relation to the powers of the Head of the National
y Government, so however that in the application of section 4 ofthis

 
Decrge no ordershall be made by a Military Governor under that s¢ction
ex¢epit with the prior consent of the Head of the National Military Govern-

" . . 6

» (In this Decree, unless the context otherwise requires,  ne appropriate authority” means the Head of the National Military
overnment and, subject to section 5 of this Decree, includes a M[jlitary

ovdrnor of a group ofprovinces;  
public officer” means-- .
(a) any person whoonorafter Ist October 1960 holds or has held any

affice in anyofthe public services of Nigeria ;

(6) any person whobetween the date aforesaid ‘and 17th January1966
eld office as president of the Senate, speaker or deputy speaker ofthe

Ffouse of Representatives, a senator (in any capacity; ministerial or
otherwise), a member of Parliament (in any capacity, ministerial or
otherwise), a member of the Nigeria Police Council, or of any commis-
sion or advisory council, established by any Constitution for Nigeria. 
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(c) any person who in the period covered in paragraph (6) held the
office of president of the House of Chiefs, speaker or deputy speaker
of theHouse of Assembly, a memberof the Houseof Chiefs or Assembly
(in any capacity ministerial or otherwise) a member of any commission
or advisory council, established by any Constitution (otherwise than for
all Nigeria) ;

- (d) any member or employee or former member or employee of a
public corporation, board or any other institution of a public nature
directly established under any Constitution or by an enactmentorlaw;

(e) any member or employee of any local government council or:
native authority in any part of Nigeria;

(f) any person holding anyoffice in the service of the Republic in a
civil capacity;

(g) any person who holds or has held office as a member of the
board of directors of any companyregistered under the Companies Act
and who has been appointed as such member byreason of the fact that
the Government or any public corporation or board established under
any Constitution or.by any enactmentor law holds or has held shares
in the company;

(h) for the purposes of this Decree, any member of the armed
forces ; and

() any person who has been appointed to any other public office,
heing an office the power of appointing to which is exercisable by any
person or persons deemed to be public officers for the purposes of this
Decree: .

‘qualified person” as the case may require includes a bank examiner
under the Banking Amendment Decree 1966, a. Registrar of land or of
deeds ortitles, the Administrator-General of the Republic or of a group
of provinces, the Registrar of Companies, the Chairman of the National
Board of Inland Revenue or his equivalent in a group of provinces, the
Secretary to any Stock Exchange, an accountant, and a legal practitioner.

7.--(1) This Decree may be cited as the Public Officers (Investigation
of Assets) Decree 1966 and shall comeinto force on the 28th day ofJune 1966.

(2) The validity of any direction, notice or order given or made, as the
case may be, under this Decree or the circumstances under which such
direction, notice or order is given or madeshall not be enquired into in any
court of law, and accordingly nothing in the previsions of Chapter III of the
Constitution of the Republic shall apply in relation to any matter arising out —
of this Decree.

SCHEDULE . _ Section 1
Form1

NOTICE TO DECLARE ASSETS

-

_ Cap: 373f o

1966 No.5.
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ow ed on your own behalf and those held by you as trustee for any
oF. 20dy of persons corporate or unincorporate.

registered letter.

1966 No. 51
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|
\h Inder the provisionsofsection | (1) ofthe Public Officers (Investigation of

Ass
.b
rebo

da) Ofnverennsnnentsseies + ,

ets) Decree 1966 vou are hereby required to complete the attached form 2
ng a declaration ofassets and return it by the attached‘dregistered post to me

Not ‘later than the

seesus eet tangs vateenate ound 966.

_ When completing the form you are to distinguish between assets| held or

ei

 
y person

|
i‘hen returning the form youare to use the enclosed pre-paid addressed

elope and you will receive from the postal officer or clerk a receipt for a
In your own interest you should retain the rapetion

recdiipt when receivedfromthepostalofficer or clerk.

t

|
QaTep at this dayof , 1966. |

|

|

For Head ofNationalMilitary‘; ;
Government|Military Governar

Form 2 |

Forse or DECLARATION OF ASSETS

Niote : |

(Under the Public Officers (Investigation of assets) Decree 1966)|

4Complete each item and if it does not affect you write “Ail” or
‘“‘npne” in the space, here necessary an extra sheet is to be used and attached
to his form bypersonaffected cn‘completing the form.

To, the Appropriate Authority i |
i
‘#National Military Government, Lagos . cic eens a a
! " 7

I, the person affected by notice to declare assets, herebydeclare as follows :-—

1.) Name in full mint cients tes

2, Address: |

(ii) Office:

T3} Name(s) in fall of wife wives husband...ccccccsecnessnancmnennee net

.

 

‘Delete the words or word not applicable.
more than one wife,the information’must be disclosed. 



‘Public Officers (Investigation of Assets) = 1966 No.51 A 213
 

ye

4, Name(s) in full of children

5. Amountheld on ownaccount

“@) Cashin hand..
(ii) Cash at bank:

(a) Bank of West Africa
(6) Barclays Bank...
(c) African Continental Bank
(d) National Bank
(e) Co-operative Bank Leas .. Ls
(f) Other banks (to be named by person

completing form) aad
(g) Outside Nigeria (countriesbanks. to be named).

6, Amount held on behalf of or as trustee for any
person other than your wife/husband*

(a) Bank of West Africa... .- . e t
(6) Barclays Bank... i

_(c) African Continental Bank
(d) National Bank
(e) Co-operative Bank
(f) Other banks(to be named by person complet-

ing form)
(v) Outside Nigeria (countriesbanksto be named),

7. Loans or advances made —

8. Loans or advances received ..°.. weg

+9, Amount held on behalf of or as trustee of wife/
husband:

(¢) Cash in hand..

(rt) Cashat bank:
(a) Bank of West Africa
(b) Barclays Bank .
(c) African Continental Bank

-(d) National Bank
(c) Co-operative Bank
(f) Other Banks (to be named be person completing

form) .

(g) Outside Nigeria (countries;ibanksto be named). «

+10. Wife’s/husband’s/children’s account held (beneficial
or otherwise)

(7) Cash in hand ..

(i?) Cash at bank :
(a) Bank of West Africa
(b) Barclays Bank...
(c) Afgican Continental Bank

* Delete the word or word not applicable.
+ If more than one wife the information must bedisclosed.
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11. Government securities, including premium bonds and saving:

certificates shares, debentures, bonds and other interests held.in companies

firms or partnetships giving names of companies firms and partnerships—

(a) By person affected bynotice
(here state the bonds etc.)

(#) By wife (wives) husband
|

(here state the bonds ete.)

(ce) By children |

(here state the bonds ete.)

= 12, Property in Nigeria in which person affected by notice is or has

been interested in any way since the year 1956 giving date when acquired
or disposed of itemisedas. -

(7) Land

(if) Building

(ii) Other property (if any).

13. Property outside Nigeria in which person affected by notice is or has.

been interested in any way since theyear 1956 giving date when acquired

or disposedof itemisedas

(4) Land

© (7) Building

(iit) Other property(if any)

14. Property in Nigeria in which wife, husband is or has been interested,

in any waysince the year 1956 giving date when acquired or disposed of

itemisedas-

(7) Land
(7) Building

(77) Other property(if any)

#15, Property outside Nigeria in which wife:husband is or has been

interested in any waysince the vear 1956 giving date when acquired or

disposedof itemised as

(7) Land

(i) Building
(iit) Other property Gf any)

#16. Property in Nigeria in which anychild is or has been interested in

any waysince the year 1956 giving date when acquired or disposed of

itemised as---

(7) Land

(if) Building

(ii) Other property (if any)

* Delete the words or word nét applicable, -
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*17. Property outside Nigeria in which any child is or has been interested

in any way-since the,year 1956 giving date when acquired or disposed ol

itemised as— ¢ :

(i) Land
(it) Building

(ii7) Otherproperty(if any)

18. Names of other dependent relatives.

19, Estate in which person is ‘interested as trustee ‘beneficially interested

(name of deceased ortrustee)

‘20, Property held by other persons—

(7) Cash in hand
(ii) Cash at bank
(iz) Land
(iv) Building
(~) Other properties.

SraTuEORY DECLARATION =

(To be endorsed on Form2) t

do solemnly and sincerely declare that the information set out inthe above

declaration of assets is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and

helicf AND I makethis solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same

to be true and byvirtue of the provisions of the Oaths Act 1963.

’

dayof bee ct tripe aenn eens oon1 966 before me.

Commissioner of Oaths or
Notary Public

U
>

Darenat Lagos this 28th day of June 1966.

Major-GeneraL J. T. U. AGUIvYI-IRONSI,

Head of the National Military Governstent,

Supreme Commanderof the Armed Forces, -

Republic of Nigeria

* Delete the words or word not applicable.
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note does not form part of the above Decree hut is

miendedto explain itsspurposes)

The main phrposeof this Decree is to enable the Head of the National
Military Government to require public officers to declare their assets wherever

- “he is of the opinion that such requirementis in the public interest:

The Decree protides for the verification and ascertainment of the
assets so declared, and after considering such report as may be submitted,
the Head of the National Military Government may in appropriate cases
appoint a tribunal to inquire into and report on the assets of the public officer.

Where a report of the tribunal discloses that an officer has corruptly or
improperly enriched himself or some other person, the Headof the National
Military Government mayorder the forfeiture of the assets to the State.

The powers of the Head of the National Military Governmentare,
subject to certain conditions, also under the Decree exercisable by a Military
Governor of a group of provinces.
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