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1966—Part A

RENT CONTROL DECREE 1966

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

Section 4. Appeals.

1. Reduction of dgreed rent.
. : 5. Interpretation. ,

2. Rent Tribunals.

3. Powers as to! standard rent, and 6. Citation and application.
effect of orders. :

 
Decree No. 15

oe [23rd March, 1966]

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENThereby decrees as
follows :— :

1.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, rent charged in respect
of accommodation in any one or more rooms that are not self-contained in
a dwélling occupied or used by persons for living or sleeping or other lawful
purposes where the tenant is required to share the use of kitchen andtoilet
facilities and whether or not any part of the dwelling is also occupied or
used as a shop or store (such accommodation being hereafter referred to in
this Decree as ‘“‘accommodation’’) let or agreed to be let before or after the
commencementof this Decree shall be the rent agreed between the landlord
and tenant(hereafter in this Decree referred to as “the agreed rent”); and
anything to the contrary in any enactment orrule of law notwithstanding,.
the agreed rent shall, on Ist April, 1966, in respect of subsistingtenancies
be reduced by an amount equal to two shillings in every one poundor part
of one poundofthe agreed rent, (such agreed rent as reduced, being hereafter
referred to as “the fixed rent”), . ms

(2) Any notice to quit accommodation given by reason of-the failure
to tender the agreed rent to the landlord or his agent and: not matured on
the making of this Decree, and any increase demandedornotice of increase
given at such time shall be suspended, and the fixed rent shall be payable
to and be accepted by the landlord or his agent ‘without ‘deduction and in
full settlement of the agreed rent for the period in respect of which it is
tendered by the tenant, a
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3) Rent for accommodation may be paid in advance, but nothing inection shall be construed so a5 to permit or allow demand to be madeforirént in excess of 4 weeks ; and whererent is demanded and paid for insuch}
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Period of 4 weeks, a demandfor further rent shall not be made byoralf of a landlord earlier than 7 days before the next rent is to become

 

) Nothing in this section shall be construed so as to authorise theof rent paid in advance, or the recoveryof any excess rent representingerence between the agreed rent and the fixed rent.
|
+—(1) There shall be established tribunals to be called Rent Tribunals(in 4his Decree hereafter referred to as “the tribunals”) to be distinguishedefbience to the area of operation, and constituted in accordance. withtions made under this Decree.

A tribunal shall have jurisdiction, on application madefor the pur-y the landlord or the tenant to determinein respect of accommodation,estion as to the rentlimit or the rent properly payable (in this Decreeer referred to as “the standardrent”) or as to any matter whichis orcome material for determining any such question, if the rent claimedmore than two hundred and forty pounds per annum ; and for suchts the tribunal mayreview the rental prescribed in any lease or} agreement in Writing,or parol, whether or not the rent has beencree.se

 

Thetribunal may, on the application of anyparty interested or ofits ovfn} motion, sit with assessors in any case where the tribunal is satisfiedthatit is in the interest of justice so to do; and for such purpose there shall,as from, time to timedirected by the Federal Executive-Council, be prepared
if

ntained panels offit persons experienced in land values and rentalsProperly payable in the locality. Assessors shall be paid attendance fees atate as the Federal Executive Council may approve, and anysuchpaneljniay at any time be amended,varied or replaced.
» (#)| Proceedings of a tribunal shall be open to the public and shall bedeemed] to be judicial proceedings, and members to -be judicial officers.AccorHingly, a tribunal may— vo
{4) examine witnesses on oath,
(4) summon any persons to appearbefore the tribunal,

yequiré any interested Party to produce any document which thetribunal considers relevant, including any documentoftitle.
‘(The failure to comply with the requirements of any order madeihunal shall be an offence punishable on conviction by

a

fine ofnot
 more than a hundred poundsor by imprisonmentfor a term of three months,

 

oth,
egulations may prescribe—-

the mode of appointment, remuneration and tenure of office of theman and other membersof a tribunal,
-the percentage of increase or reduction to be allowed bytribunalsation to repairs to premises according as the liability to make thempblished before the appropriate tribunal, 
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(c) the type and nature of repairs or fixtures in premises where theModation is, and the percentage to be allowed in computing thestandard rent wherethe tribunal is. satisfied that the repairs or fixtures,as the case maybe,are necessary to make the premises reasonablyfit forhuman habitation,
.(2) the forms and records to be used or kept by a tribunal, or as recordof payment under any tenancy agreement,

(e) the fees to be paid on applications under this Decree, and(f) generally for matters coming before a tribunal. .(7) Minutes of proceedings and a summary of oral evidencd givenbefore a tribunal shall be kept by the chairman : and notices, summonses,or orders issued or made under the handof the chairman shall be deemedto have been issued or made by the tribunal.
.(8) The chairman may in his discretion exclude members of the public;and where the rent claimed does not exceed Seventy-eight pounds per annumhe may require: the parties to attend in person and presenttheir respectivecases, anything to the contrary in any other enactment allowing representa-tion notwithstanding.

3.—(1) A tribunal on application made to it in the prescribed mannerby a landlord or a tenant as the case maybe, may fix the standard rent for

(2) shall not be demanded or be received by theJandlord ; or(6) shall notbe tendered or paid bya tenant; :

date application is madeto a tribunal to review the standardrent, the tribunalmayrelate the standard rentto the locality and for such purpose mayprescribeunits of occypation by a tenantin respect of accommodation in no case lessthan one hundred square feet of floor space with or without dividing wallsOr partitions ; and the standard rent shall be adjusted as to the locality and.. the number of units of occupation accordingly, so however that where:- accommodationis let, each room shall be reasonably suitable for the use orthe declared intended use by the tenant.
(3) Itis hereby declared for the avoidance of doubtthat in the applicationof subsection (1) of this section any amount overpaid shall, notwithstandingthe provisions of any enactmentor rule of law to the contrary, in any case
f .- . rafter the makingofthis Decree,be irrecoverable—(a) in respect of moneys for any period in excess of three years paidbefore the date of thelast Overpayment undertheprovisions of any deed :and

() in respect of moneys for any period in excess of twelve months paid.before the date ofthe last overpaymentin any othercase,and if any amountinvolvedis thereafter deducted,it shall not be allowed as aSet-off in favourof the tenant or sub-tenantliable in respect of the accom-modation, ‘
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\ (4) Every order of a tribunal fixing the standard rentof. premises shall
EHens by the chairman and be issued under the seal of the tribunal, and
‘
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4
\when so signed and issued shall haveeffect for a period of three years from

date of the order or the date of determination of any appeal, asthe case
ay be, as if it were an order of a magistrates’ court and may beenforced .
c¢ordingly. Any such order, unless sooner revoked, shall bind all persons

in¢luding any landlord, tenant, subtenant, or mortgagee as such of the
pagmises where the accommodation is, at any time during the currency of
ihe order. !

*
(5) When determining the standard rent for particular accommodation,
tribunal hearing the application shall take into eonsiderationany repairs

te or agreed to be madebythelandlord or, as the case may-tie by the
- ter
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ant, at the date of the applicatién to fix the standard rent ; and any repairs.
yhall, for such purpose, be deemed to have been made at the material date,

H the standard rent shall be adjusted according as to whether they were
tade bythe landlordor by the tenant. i

(6) For the purposesof this section— :

(a) “repairs” means anything reasonably necessary to be done to put
-In orderfor, or keep accommodationfit for human habitation, andincludes
Structuralalterations of any description ; and :

: (6) any suchrepairs shall be made by the landlordif the tenant is under
ino liability, express or implied, to make them.

 

Appeals. 4.—(1) Any person aggrieved by a decision of a tribunal determining
thé standard rent may appeal to a magistrates’ court presided -over by a
qhief magistrate. The chief magistrate shall have jurisdiction to hear the
gage notwithstanding anyissue raised as to title, where the standardrent
eferminedbya tribunal in the case on appeal‘is less than one hundred and
wenty poundsper annum.
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(2) An appealshall be heard as nearly as maybeasif it were an appeal
wayofcase stated in the High Court, and may be determined accordingly;

¥ no appeal as of right shall thereafter lie in respect of premises where the
ndard rent as fixed bythe tribunal is less than one hundred and twenty

founds perannum.
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Interpreta- | 5. In this Decree unless the context otherwise requires—
tion. :  “accommodation” has the meaning assigned by section 1 (1) of this

Decree ;

“agreed rent” has the meaning assigned by section 1 (1) of this Decree;
' “fixed rent” has the meaningassigned bysection-1 (1) of this Decree ;
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“prescribed” meansprescribed by this Decree or by regulations made
hereunder;

| “regulations” means regulations made by the Federal Executive Council
under this Decree ;

“standardrent” has the Meaning assignedby section 2 (2) of this Decree,

v    
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6. This Decree may be Gited as the Rent Control ‘Decree 1966, and adsepticshall apply throughoutthe Federation
cation.

Mave at Lagosthis 23rd day of March, 1966.

Mayjor-Generat J. T. U. Acuryi-IRons1,Head of the Federal Military Government,
Supreme Conumander of the Armed Forces,

Federal Republic of Nigeria

ExpLanaTory NOTE:
(This note does notformpartof the Decree but is intended to explainits effect)
The purpose of this Decree is to provide for a reduction in the rentalcharged in respect of accommodation consisting of one or more rooms whichare notself-contained ; and for the setting upofrent tribunals, the member-ship and operation of which will be provided for in regulations to be madehereafter, ‘
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