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~ The following Bill, which will in due course be. pr¢sented to Parhammt
for enactment, is pubhshed for general information. #
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THE REMOVAL OF \EHICLEb ETC. (LAGOS) BILL

EXPLANATORY \irmomxnum

This Blﬁ makes fresh provision for the removal of motor vehicles left on
highways in Lagos in breach of the parking regulations, It requires the
Lagos Clty Council to provide the means of removing these vehicles and the
places in which they are to be kept until’ “they are claimed or, where they
remain unclaimed for a substantial period, until they are dmposed of in
accordance w&th the directions of the High Court.

The Bill also provides for the arrcst“mthout a warrant of persons in charge
, of taxis and other vehicles used for tran sporting members of the public where
“the use is not authorised by the appropnatg permit.

‘1
Musa Yar'Apua,;
Minister of Lagos Affairs
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THE REMOVAL QF VEHICLES ETef"(LAGos BILL

ARRANGEMENT OF ‘CLAUSES

J

Clause © - ’ ' :i 3. :Arrest without warrant of persons
" 1 Rémoval of vehicles from h.lghw‘ays.

2. Provision of removed. ?eh(’ae pa.rks, )
etc. by the Council.

used as taxis, etc.

6. I_,ﬁtcrprctation; gte. L.
3= Reclaiming of removed vé"l’hc’fcs

4. Disposal by court of unrcc!mmed ment.
vehicles, etc. : .

i A

in charge of vehicles unlawfully

-

7. Short title, extent and commence- .
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A BILL
oY FOR |
AN ACT TO PRQVIDE FOR THE REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL OF VEHICLES LEFT ON
#  HIGHWAYS ;-FOR THE ARREST WITHOUT WARRANT OF PERSONS IN CHARGE
ak

CARRIAGES ; AND FOR PU‘RPQSE_ CONNECTED WITH THE MATTERS A.FORESAID._
< : ' . [See section 7 (2)]

; ‘l' E ) . LS
b BE{IT EN};CTED by the Legislature of the Federation of Nigeria

in this present Parliament assembled and by the authority of the same
-as follows : ' ‘

1.—(1) Where a motor

].E—" o o
(a) he has reasénable grounds for believing that the presence of
the vehicle on the highway is'in contravention of provisions of. an

10 enactment relating to the p%fking of vehicles ; and k3
. (d) he isof the opinion giat the contrayention should; be investi-
‘ .gated ; and ) v g i
¥ . S o V.
(c) he has reasonable grounds for believing /eitigtis- _
. —(i) that the vehicleiis not in a condition in which it can be moved
15 | -'j;'iﬁi‘ier its own power ; or - i '
i+ (ii) that no person authdgised to drive the vehicle is in or in -
j the immediate vicinity of t.he.'vehi%q. ¢ -
: ) %
(2) A person acting in pursuance Of the foregoing subsectiofs as

:  respects any vehicle may use such force as mhay be reasonably necessary
20 for the purpose of removing the vehicle or of gaining access to any
part offit in order to facilitate the refioval of the vehicle.
(3) Where a police officer has ‘give_n' instructions for the removal
" of a vehicle in pursuance of subsection: (1) of this section but—

(a) the vehicle has not been moved from jts position in pursuance
of the instructions,; and . - % _

L35
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~ _(b) a person claiming -to be entitled to the custody of the vehicle
1 gives to any person proposing to carry out the instructions an under-
- tgking to remove it forthwith,

[the instfuctions shall cease to have effect if the u}ldcrtaking is fulfilled ;
30 “but except as pro-vi&cg by the foregoing provisions of this subsection
a person claiming to b entitled to the custody of a vehicle in respect of
which such instructiéns have been given shall not be entitled to recover
the vehicle otherwise than in pursuance of the following provisians of
this Act. 1 4 ’ g
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_ vehicle is stationary on a highway, any police-_
5 officer of or above the rank of inspector may, subject to subscction (3) &
this section, cause the vehicle to be removed to a removed vehicle park -
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OF VEHICLES APPEARING: TO BE USED UNLAWFULLY AS HACKNEY OR STAGE

Commence-
‘ment.
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Provision of.

removed

' wehicle

parks; etc.

by the

Council.
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. Reclaiming
of removed
vehicles.
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- physical conditions.> -~ . |
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2.—(1) It'shall be the dut} of the Copncil— i :

(a) to provide and maintain plagcs ﬁagos tor which vehchﬁ
. may. be removed in pursuance of the foregoing' sec;}on (in this"Act “

referred to as “removed vehicle parks”), and to secure’that an officer
-'4_ in charge of each park is at all txmes present 11'1 the parL when removed

@

i veh.tcles are in it

" "(byuo-provide smtablc facnlltles (mc!udmg equtpment and persons
“to operate it) for the removal of vehlcles in pursuance of the foregoing
SCC’DOD y

;.

(c) to make reasonable arrangements for the safewcustody of

removed vehicles while they are in removed vehicle parks;

(d) to pmude and maintain at the principal offices of tl;e (.ouncd
ar record containing particulars of each rémoved vehicle and its
contents and specifying theldate of its reroval; theé park in which it
is situated and whether i application in reﬁnct:t of the vehicle hat -

been made to the court m ursuance of subsechon (3) of section four
of this ALt .and

s

L4

10

a8

(e) to keep the record' O‘R%n dg;‘:‘r’:g normal office hours for m/ spec-

tion free of charge by menibers of the public. ;

(7) The Coungil shall not be under any. duty to-protect removed -
vehicles otherwise than as mentioned in paragraph’ (¢) of the foregoing?
subsection; and in particular shall not ?under a_duty to protect

removed vehicles from damage attributable to sun, rain; wind or other

Ll o
%

3.—(1) A person who tenders to the oﬁic;a.l in charge of arcmoved-

ve lcle park— o iy
Wy
"(a) such evidence as may be prescrfbed of lus entitlement to the’
custody of a removed vehicle which is in the park; and 4

(0) the appmpnate charges in respect” of the vehicle and a recé‘ipt
for the vehicle in the prescnbed form,

$hall, subject to’the provisions of subsection (3) of this section and of

. . -Any order under this Act previously made by the court, be entitled, on

demand at the park at any time between the hours of eight o ‘clock in
‘the morning and six ‘o’clock in the following eveningagn any week-
. day (other than § public holiday) and with consent givert on behalf of
" the Council at other ‘tiine, to have the vehicle elelxvered up to
him-at the park. 1 ' . }
(2) In the fnregomg subsection-+ _f!' &
“appropriate charges”, in relation to a removed ve}ucle of any class
mean$ such sum as the Minister may by order specxfy as respects
vehieles of that class ; and : .

“prescribed” means prescribéd by regulﬁtxons madeh}’ the ’\Imls er;

and. the Minister shall so exercise his powers to make orde?s under this
subséction as to secure that the sums specified by the orders will, in his-
opunon not in the aggregate exceed the sums required, taking one year
with another, to reimburse to thesCouncil the cost of performmg the
functions 1mpowd on the Council bv this Act.
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15, (2) A person claiming to be entitled—

| 45 " dispose of it as the Council thinks fit.

E- -

it is removed in pursuance of this Act, the Council shall, as .soon as
‘reasonably practicable after the expiration of that period, cause to.be
‘published in two separate issues of the Gazette of the Federation, and
of each of two daily newspapeérs circulating in Lagos, a notice containing
10 -particulars of the vehicle and stating#that, unless the vehicle is otherwise
disposed of in Hccerdance with this Act before the expiration of the
ox perioc}if two months beginning with the date of thé Gazette in which
the natige is first published, the Council proposes to apply to the court

for an order for the fotfeiture of the vehicle to the Council.

. (@) to the benefit of a charge or lien on a removed vehicle apart
from its contents ; or e .

() to, or to the benefit of a"'charge or lien on, ?ny\cdntcnts of a
remgved vehicle,

20 may at any time before the.making of an application in respedt of the
vehicle in pursuande of the next following subsection, apply to the court
for an order protedting’his interest in the vehicle:or the contents, as the-
case may be; and. on 'any such application thé court may make such

order as it considers just, including an order vesting the vehicle or its
25 contents in any person on such terms asthe court thinks fit.
(3) If, on an application in respect of a removed vehicle made by
the Council after the expiration of the period of two months mentioned
in subsection (1) of this section, the court is satisfied— ’
. (a) that notices in; accordance with that subsection have heen

i{b) that immediately beforé the removal of the vehiclé in pufsuaI;Ce
,of this Act its presence on the highway from which it was removed

30 i.i'{%)‘.gbﬁshgd in respect of the vebicle ; and
{

“v. -+was in contravention of provisions of an enactment relating to the
E parking of vehicles ; and ; L v
as {c) that no person claiming to be entitled to the custody of the

- vehicle or to any of its contents has taken thesteps required by rules
of court for the purppse of enabling him to oppose the application, or
that every such Perscin who has taken those steps has failed to establish
his claim, i 2 i

40 the court may order the forfeiture of the vehicle to the Council-; and
‘where such an order is made in respect of a removed vehicle, the vehicle
(including its contents) shall, subject to' the provisions of any relevant
order made in pursuance of the last foregoing subsection, vest in the
Council free from encumbrances, and the Council may retain it or

(4) Where, on an applicatibn made to thie court in pursuance nf,%f'
the last foregoing subsection in respect of a removed vehicle, any such’
person as is mentioned in patagraph (c) of that’subsection cstgiﬁlishcsg
his claim to be entitled to the custody of the vehicle.or to any-of its

50 contents, the court may miake such order as it considers just, including
an order vesting the vehicle or its contents in any person on such terms
as the court thinks fit. f&‘ ) : 3

*

vehicles, etc.
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(3) Except so far as the court otherwise orders, subsection (1) of
this section shall not apply in relation to 4 removed vehicle as respects
which an application to the court has been made in‘*pursua‘nce of this Act:
: . 4.—(1) If a removed vehicle is not disposed of in accordance with  Disposal by
5 1 this Act within the period of one month béginning with the date on which f:;:::l‘:i?,m sd

o~ ey
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Arrestwith-
out warrant
of persons in
charge of
vehicles
unlawfully -
used as taxis
etc,

Cap. 184,

Interpre-
tation, etc.

1964, No. 1.

" Short title,
extent and
commence-
ment.

‘

(5) Any apphcanon to the court under this section sha].l be made
in accordance with rules of court. ‘

5. Without prejudice, to any other power of arrest exercisable by a.

police officer, any police officer may arre§t-without a warrant a person
who, within the view of the officer, acts
or as the driver’s assistant in such c1rcumstancw that the officer réason-
ably believes that the vehicle is being used in contravention of any
enactment relating to permits or licences for the use of: vehicles as

hackne} or stage carnages within the meaning of the RoaéTraHic Act.

£ 6.—(1) In this Act the following expressmns have the ’meanmgs
herebv assigned to them respectively unless the context otherwise
requires, that is to say—
“the Couhcil” means the Lagos City Council
“the court” means the High Court of Lagos ;
“enactment” has the same meaning as in section twenty seven of

the Interpretation Act, 1964 ;

“the Minister”
Federation responsible for relations with the Council ; -

“motor vehicle” has the same meaning as in the Road Traffic Act;
“removed vehicle” means a vehicle removed in pursuance of scctmn
one of this Act ; and

“removed vehicle park™ has the meamng assigned to it by pa.ragraph
(a) of subsection (1) of section two of this Act.

w

: the driver of a motor vehicle

10

15

means the Minister of the goverament of the .

20

(2) In this Act, references to a vehicle include refcrences to any -

* . trailer or other thmg attached to the vehicle and, except where the
contrary intention appears and except in paragraph (a) of subsection (1)
" of section thiee, réferences to the contents of the vehicle.

(3) Nothing in this Act shall be construed as affecting the liability

of any person to be convicted of or punished for an offence.

7.—(1) This Agt may be cited as the R’t;moval of Vehicles, etc.
(Lagos) Act, 1964, and shall apply to the Federal territory onlv

(2) This Act shall ‘come into force on such day as thc Minister
may by order appoint.
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