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L.N. 117 of 1958 . |
NIGERIA (ELECTORAL PROVISIONS) ORDER IN COUNCIL, 1958

Elections (House of Representatives) Regulations, 1958 . .-

Commencement : 24th July, 1958 : al
¥n exorcise of the fgﬂ';;'aﬂ conferred by section B of the Nigeria (Constitution)

Order In Council, the Governor-General, after consultation with the
Council of Minlsters, has mado the following regulations— .

PART I.—PRELIMINARY

1. (1) ‘These regulations may he cited as the Elections (House of Represen-:

tatives) Regulations, 1958, : ;
(2) These regulations shall apply to the registration of vaters for, and in

_ reapect of all other things necessary or exfpcd:ent to prepare for, elections to

the proposed House of Represéntatives of three hundred and twenty elected
members referred to in the Nigerin glilcctoml Provisions) Order in Council,
1958, snd referances herein to the House-of Representatives (other than in
regulation 17) shall be construed ns references to such proposed House of
Representatives, s ' L&
* 2. In these regulations— - - i
"conltituenc{’ means any one of the electoral districts established in
accordance wit

of Representatives ;

“Electoral Commission” means the Electoral Commission appointed in

accordance with the Nigeria (Electoral Provisions) Orderin Council, 1958 ;
“ordinarily resident” has the meaning assigned thereto by regulation 19;
“qualifying date” means the qualifying date to be -appointed by- the
Electoral Commission for the purpose of regulation 23, and if any subse-

quent date is from time to time appointed for a subsequent Register of
Electora then shall mean the latest of any such sybsequent datés. -

3. "These regulations shall apply in respect of the preparation of a register
of clectors and in respect of the election-of representative members to the
Housc of Representatives at any general election or. bye-election.

PART 11~ QUALTFICATIONS AND DISQUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTORS

4. Subject to the provision of regulations 5 and 19, every person shall be
entitled to be registered s an elector and if so registered to vote at an election
"who on the qualifying date is ordinarily resident in Nigeria and is a British
subject or British protected person of the age of 21 years or upwards, and if
ordinarily resident in the Northern Region is a male,

5. No person shall be entitled to be registered as an elector or to vote at any

. election who- .
(a) is, by virtue of his own act, under any acknowledgement of allegiance,

. ohedienge or adherence to any foreign power or state’; :
;5 (b) has been sentenced by a Court in any part of Her Majesty’s domi-
nions to death or to imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a term
ing six months, and has not either suffered the punishmerit to which
he was senténced, or such other punishment as may by competent authority
have been sabstituted therefor, or received a free pardon ; or

S

scction 4 of the Nigeria (Electoral Provisions) Order in
Council, 1958, entitled td return one Representative Member to the House -
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(¢) is, under any law in force in any part of Nigeria, adjudged to be a
lunatic or otherwise declared to be of unsound mim:lg; or

" (d) is disqualified in accordance with any law relating to corrupt

+ practices at elections.

6. No person shall be entitled to bemgistemdasanqlemrinmnmﬂ;m
one constituency or to vote more than once'in any election,

PaRT II1.—ELECTORAL Cor.nnssulx
7. Subjectto th‘ilprovisions of these regulations, the general supervision of

- the preparation of|a Register of Electors and of the conduct of an election

shall be vested in the Electoral Commisgion - )
8. The Electoral Commission may— _ _ _
(a) require from any officer appointed in accordanee with these reguls-
tions such information and returns as it may consider necessary, and
(B) subject to the provisions of these regulations, issue instructions to
any such officer in connection with his functions under these regulations.

9. A member of; the Electoral Commission, and any other person who by

“reason of his holding or acting in any office has any responsibility for or any

connection with the conduct of any election to the House of Representatives
or any responsibility for or connection with the compilation or revision of any
electoral register for such purpose, shall be disqualified from chembership of
the House of Representatives gnd fiom nomination as a candidate therefor
while he holds office as a- member of such Commission or holds or acts in any

~ Part IV.—APrPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS
10. (1) ’f[‘he Governor-General shall appoint by name in respect of each
constituency 2 Registration Officer: Provided that where it appears
expedient—
(@) more than one Registration Officer be appointed in
of(a}'ny constituency in which case each %%smﬁggm Officer !ﬁ_ be
appointed in respect of a specified area of the constimency, 2nd one of
‘such Registration Officers may be appointed to exercise supervisory
functions in respect of the whole constituency, or )
(&) a Registration Officer may be appointed to function in respect of
morg than one constituency. :
(2) A Registration Officer shall be appointed in respect of each constituency
in accordance with paragraph (1) whether or not a date has be2n appointed

for the holding of an election in respect of that constituency, and he shall
hald office until his appoiotment is revoked. .

(3) The Governor-General appoint such Assistant Registration Officers
in respect of any constituency as may seem nccessary.. Subject to any
direction of the Electoral Corumission, an Assistant Registration Officer
shall have all the powers and may perform any of the daties of a Regis-
tration Officer, but shail be subject to the authority and control of the
Registration Officer appointed in respect of the same coastituery. or part

~ thereof,

§
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o (1) In reapect of any clection or clections Governor-General ~ Electoral
- shall ugpaiqtinrcapect of cach constituency an Electoral Officer 1 Provided Officers.
that where it appears expedient—

(a) more than ane Electoral Officer may be appointed in respect of any _
constituenty, in which case each Electoral Officer shall be appointed in :
respect of & specified area of the constituency, and one of such Electoral -

cers may bo appointed to exercise supervisory functions in respect of
the whole constituency ; i

-

(6) an Electoral Officer may be appointed to function in respect of more
than one constituency, or - ;

(c) an F.lcctoral Officer may be appointed to be Electoral Officer in
respect of one or more constituencies in addition to his functions as
Registration Officer, : t =

(2) In respect of any clection or elections the Governor-General may
appoint such Assistant Electoral Officers in respect of any constituency as
MAY $CCm necessary. Sull;{‘ect to any direction of the Electoral Commission,
an Assistant Electoral Officer shall have all the powers and may perform
any of the duties of an Electoral Officer, but shall be subject to the authority
and contfol of the T «ctoral Officer appointed in respect of the same consti-
tuency or part thereur’ s '

12, (1) In respect of any clection ot elections the Governor-General shall g%umha '
:g:puint in respect of each constituency a Returning Officer: Provided s
&t where it sppesrs expedient @ Returning Qfficer may be appointed to
function in respect of more than one constituency. =
t2) In respect of any -election or elections the Governor-General may
“aproint such number of Assistant Returning ‘Officers in respect of any
constituency as may seem necessary,  Subject to any direction of the
Electoral Commission, an Assistant Returning Officer shall have all the
powers and may perform all the duties of a Returning Officer, but shallbe
subject to the authority and control of the Returning Officer appointed in
respect of the same constituency or part thereof. %

13. In respect of any clection or elections the Governor-General shall 1’%““8
appoint in respect of each constituency such Polling Officers as appear to el
be necessary, - ; , .

: : ) % s

14, An Electotal Officer shall exercise supervision over the performance " Supetvision
of the functions of the Returning Officer and Polling Officers in the consti- by Electoral
tuency in respect of which he is appointed, and subject to any-direction of the L
Electoral Commission and to the provisions of these regilations may give
to such officers directions ns to the performance of their functions.

' %

15, (1) The Electoral ‘Ceufisvion shall decide whether any and if so Remuncra-
what fecs or ather remunciadon shall be paid to officers appointed under "““e”“c‘ls
these tegulation., aud may prezeribe scales of remunerations for such officers, eXpenses:
and acales of maximum ailowances in respect of expenses incurred by such
officers end the m~*hnd of authorisation of such allowances. T

(2) The Governor-General may by warrant direct the payment of all -
yemuneratiun and expenses authorised in accordance with paragraph (1), .

e

-
o gt O
A



B322

Recon-,
mendations
of Electoral

Members of
the House
not to ?&::l
appoin!

and officers
ineligible
for election..

Register in
each con-
stituency.

Ordinary
residence ,
to be the
criterion.

~ First
Schedule.
Particulars

to be
registered,

i)

Regiutra-
tion Areas.

Alterztion
. of aress,

e

>
-
L

i

16. In respest of the exercise of funcuou by the Governor-General .

. any
under this Part, it shall be the duty of the Electoral. Comsmission to make
such recommendations as they think fit.

17. No member of the House of Representatives or of any House of
Asgembly or House of Chiefs in a Region or in the Southern Cameroons
shall be appointed to carry out any duties under this Part and no officer
appointed to carry out any duties under this Part shall be eligible for nomi-
nation as a candidate for election to the House of Representatives while
such appointment continties, . :

Parr V.-—Rm;s_"mmon oF ELECTORS
(A)y—General Provisions for Registration

| =

18, In respect of each constituéngpy a register of persons entitled to vote in
such constituency shall be prepared and maintained by the Registration
Officer in accordance with the provisions of this Part. _

19. (1) A person entitled under regulation 4 to be registered as 2. voter
shall, ff%wmshea to register, be registered in a constituency in which he is
ordinarily resident at the qualifying date and not clsewhere,

(2) A person's ordinary residence shall be determined by reference to all
the facts of the case and in particular by reference to the rules contained in the
First Sehedule, but subject to such rules 2 person shall be deemed to be
ordinarily resident at the address where he usually lives. ,

20. The register shall contain in x of every person the principal name
and such one or more further names by which & person is usually or may be
known and his address, and no person shall be registered under 2 principal
name alone being a single name og' without his address, and the register shall
include the occupation (if any) of the elector and (except in 2 constituency
situate in the Northern Region) an indication of the sex of the elector,

(B)—Registration Areas in Eack Constituency
21. (1) Esch Registration Officer shall divide the constituency or the part
thereof in respect of which he is appointed into registration aress.  So far 2s

appears to him practicable the number of electors in each registration area
shall not exceed 500 and the place of residence of sach elector shall not be

more than three miles by the shortest route fmmphmwhmﬂ?#im v

i8 to take place (in thess regulations refetred to s the registration

(2) Each registration area shall be given some appropriate short name or
description.

22, (1) The first division of a constituency into registtation aress shall be
made 4s soon as may be practicable after the coming into aperation of these
regulations, : L
_ (2) A registration officer may make alterations in the limits of any registra-
‘tion. area, only with the consent in writing of the Electoral Commission and
subject to such conditions and following such procedure as the Electoral
Commibeion may direct, . .

.



(C)—First Register after Commencement of these Regulations
‘23, For the purpose of the first register in accordance with these regulations

and the preliminary list therefor, the Electoral Commission shall so soon as

may be after the commencement of these regulations by notice in the Gazette
of the Fedoration appoint— ;

(@) » qualifying date for inclusion in the list
(8) the Ist day for making application for inclusion in the list ;

* (c) the date by which the preliminary list shall be published in each
constituency. : o <

‘24, Upon such Gazette notificition the Registration Officer shall in each
conatltuency give notice without delay in such mannicr as sliall appear to him
:Epmprim and adequate of the names uad limits of the registration areas and
bce ph‘fa or places in cach such area at which application fof registration may

mede. :

25, (1) Atthe tegisteation office (or offices) in each registration.arca notice
shall be given— et
(a) of the name and limits of the registration area ;

(b{ of the dates fixed by the Electoral Commission in accordance with

regulation 23
(¢) of the times and dates at which the Registration Officer or his assis-
tant will attend for the transaction of bu at the registration office and

at any ather place within the aren ; ;
(d) of the places at which registration nppﬁcaﬁonm.e available.

(2) There shall be available at registration offices and at such other places
in each registration area as may be practicable an adequate supply of registra-
tion application forms, - :

26, (1) A person wishing and entitled to be registered shall apply in
person to the Registration Officer in the regi
ordinarily resident and shall deliver the pres becf form to him.

: (ﬂ If the applicant is illiterate he may be accompanied by a person of
- hischoice who is literate, | : i
i (3) Whenever it nppears to be necessary and it is practicable for him to

do w0, the Registration Officer shall assist applicants in the completion of
their application forms, i

=(4) If it agpeara to the Registration Offic t an applicant is entitled to
be registered in some other aren it shall be his duty~to advise the applicant
to the best of his ability and to re-nddress the application-form accordingly,

returning it to the applicant.

0

(5) 'The Registration Officer will read aloud in the hearing of whoever
may happen to he present, the name, description and address of the applicant.

shown on the prescribed form and if the applicant appears entitled to be
- segistered his name and address shall be included on a Preliminary List.

27. The Registration Officer shall have péwer to administer-oaths to all
personis claiming to have their names inserted in the Preliminary List.

stration area in which he is
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28, (1) Upon the Registration Officer accepting a claim for entry in the
Prclmunlry !]').,oist, he shall issue to the clef:mrt:]%egisuaﬁon card stamped
and numbered for the putpose of preventing falsification.

' (2) The registration card shall be retained by the elector for the purpose
of production at the time of voting.

(3) 'The Electoral Commission shall prescribé’the form of the registration
card, and shall furnish on the card whatever particulars appear to be desirable
for the most s&ced ‘identification of the voier and of the position of his

articulars in the Register of Electors that will subsequently be compiled
_ the Preliminary List, . ,

29, (1) As soon as is convenient, after the last for the presentation of 2
claim for inclusion in the Preliminary List, the tration Officer shall
gme and fqbﬁsh in each registration area, copies of the whole of such

:Mg ist or of such of such list as apply to such zrea. . If the
whole of the list is published in the registration area shall be an indics-
tion of the part of the list relating to that area, “The list or parts thereof may

- be published in such other places as the Registration Officer may think fit, 2nd

wherever publicised they shall bear the date of publication,

2) With each copy of the Preliminary List or part thereof there shall be
published a notice stating— : ,
{a) that within 30 days of the publication thereof claims in respect of
omissions or for correction of any item in the Preliminary List may be
- mades y .
(5) that within the same period objections may be made in accordance
with these regulations to the inclusion of any name in such list.

(3) The notice shall further state that forms of claim or objection shall be
obtainable at the registration office.

30, A copy of the Preliminary List shall be made available for inspection
by members of the public at the registration office during normal office
hours for at least 30 days after its first publication, K

31. The Registration Officer shall make available such numbers of copies

_ Commisaipnmay prescribe,

of the Preliminary List for sale to the public at such prics as the Electoral

{D).—Hearing of Clqz‘m.r and Objections

32, (1) Any person qualified to be registered whose name or address js
-omitted or inaccurately stated in the Preliminary List and who agnplie‘d to be
registered may within 30 days 6f the publication of such list, by notice in
writing to the Registration Officer in the prescribed form claim to have his
‘name and address inserted therein or to have any such entry corrected.

(2) Any person qualified to vote whose name appears in the Preliminary
List may within 30 days of the publication of such list, by notice in writing
to them istration Dfﬁgeriathgpgﬂeﬁbed foos;:r:hc;bjmt to the inclusion of -

name Appeann, erein In respect same regstrabon ssed,
,::yb:ing that of appcrmngnot entitled to inclusion in respect of such :ta.
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33. (1) In respect of claims made under paragraph (1) of regulation 32, Hearing.
the Registration Officer shall hear the applicants, examine any evidence they *
wish to produce and hear any witness whom they wish to call, and if he is
eatisfied that the glounds of the claim have been established he shall enter -
the name and address of the applicant in the list or make such correction as
appears to be necessary, ;

(2) In respect of any=objeetion made under paragraph (2) of regulation 32,
the Registration Officer simll hear what the gpplicunt has to say and may
examine any evidence and may: hear any witness whom he wishes to call,
snd if he is satisfied that the grounds of any objection are established ‘he
shall strike out from the Preliminary List the name of the person in respect of
whom objection is muade but shall first ensure that the objection has been
notified to any‘person affected in adequate manner and shalf give the person
affected the opportunity of being heard. - :

3) The Electoral Commission may make regulations governin thl
prgcidura to be followed at the hearing{:'f claims :53 objectioﬁ_g. ¥

34, For the purpose of determining claims and objections the Registration  Oath,
Officer may administer oaths to all persons making claims or objections and ™
‘to any witnicases in respect thereof. . :

, . 35, The Governor-Geneml may, if he thinks fit, appo
* to perfoem the functions of a Registration Officer in the place
tion Officer, or appoint another person to assist him therewith, cither as to
the whole or any portion of the Preliminary List. i % .

another person  Person to

Registra- hear
the Regnina objections,

(E)y—Correction, Completion and P@_cbb‘catr’Ju of List

36. (1) 'The Registeation Officer shall make such additions or cotrections ~Completion
in the Preliminary List as are required— ' : s of List,

() in order to carry out a Hecision on any claim or objection, or
(B) for the removal of duplicate entries, or P

(c) for the removal of the names of persons who are dead or disqualified
and shall also make such alterations as he thinks necessary and as are practicable
to secure thatno person is entered on the List who is or will be registered in any
other conatituency or in another registration area in the same-constituency,

“ (2) Before the Registration Officer makes a correction in the Preliminary .
Liat otherwise than— ' 1 . =TT

(a) inimr:uanuof a claim for registration c.nrlan objection §
(8) forithe purpose of correcting a clerical etror; °

: (¢) for the temoval of a duplicate entry of a name, ;
he shall give notice to the person affected n'ﬂwm“ a reasonable

opportunity of oh;lection to the proposed correction and-if necessary of being
heard in respect thereof, ' a -
(3) For the purpose of this regulation natice shall be in writing and may be
served upon the person affected by delivering it at or posting it to his address
s shown in the Preliminary List or by exhibiting it at the registration office in
* the repistration urea in respect of which the name of the person appeared on

the Preliminary List.
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" 37. (1) “The Registration Officer shall within 60 days from the publicstion
oftlwl‘reliminaqﬁ‘ s o eal Copante-

or within such longer period as the Elect

sion prescribe, complete the corrections and additions to the Preliminary
List and shall csuse the names therein to he numbered in such a way as the
Electoral Commission may direct and shall then authenticate the List with his
signature and forward it to the Electoral Commission. .

(2) The Electoral Commission shall cause the List fo be printed and publi-
shed on the date to be prescribed by the Governor-General in his discretion
with such alterations or amendments which the Commission consider to be

necessary.

f

38. At any time cither befdre or after the publication of the Preliminary

List, byt not later than the 8th day before the date appointed for any clection,

the Elcctoral Commission may make or autharise any alteration, omission or
addition in the List necessary to correctany clerical error. . :

39. The Preliminary

List in respect of each constituency when 30 pri

and published by the Electoral Commission shall be the Register of

in that constituency.

_ 40. A copyof the Register of Electors shall be made availshie for inspection
by members of the public during normal office hours at the office of the
Registration Officer of every constituency after its publication and pati it

ceases to be in force.

41, 'The Electoral Commission shall make available such number of copics
of the Register of Electors for sale to members of the public as they may
consider desirable and shall prescribe such fee as they consider reasonable

therefor.

(F)—Revivion of the Electoral Register

- 42. The preparation of any revised Register of Electors subsequent to the
 first Régister of Electors prepared after the coming into operation of these
* regulations shall be effected in accordance with further regulations, and prior
thereto and for the purpose of'such revised Regulations there shall be appoin-

: ted a qualifying date subsequent to the qualifying date appointsd under these
‘ regulations for the purpose of regulation 23. -

s Part VI.—PROCRDURE AT ELECTION
(A)—Procedure common to Contested and Uncontested Elections
43, (1) When en election to the House of Representstives becomes neces-
* sary, the Governor-General shall by noticein the Federal Gaxetfeappoint 2 date
: for the holding of the election :- Provided that where it appears expedient
i e Gaseis S oo of . onmltnoner o s it
 in the tte in res o consti or o ncies Eppoint &
: substituted date for thcpe!‘:toldiu;'n%mch glection. -

(2) In the case of

a general election, one date shall be appointed for the

- ) _
 holding of the election throughout Nigeria, without prejudice to the power
" : of the Electoral Commission to appoint 2 substimtbdp date in respoct of any
* eonstituency or constituencies in accordance with the proviso to paragraph (1).

" 44, (1) Not Jess than 21 days hefore the day appointed for the election,
. the Electoral Officer in each constituency shall in the name of the Electoral

Commission publish a notice stating—
{a) the date of the election;

{b) the place and
to him, which
clections,

-

time at which the nomination papers are to be delivesed

shall be on a day pot Iater than the 14th day before the



i

(2) More than one place may be appointed for the delivefy of nomination

papers, and any place so appointed need not necessarily be a place within

the area of the constituency.

45, tl) The nominktion form shall be in the prescribed form, and shall
be signed by the candidate and by the persons nominating him and shall
contain the following particularg '

(a) the name, address und occupation of the candidate
(8) the names, addresses und occupations of the nominators of the
candidate ; . |
(<) ® statement by the candidate that he is willing and qualified to stand
~ for election ; ‘

(d) a statement by the candidate as to his preference of symbol (subject
to the provisions of regulation 60 (1) and (2)) for the purpose of any
contested election, and

shall be accompanied by an undertaking to deliver such number of photo-
grophs (if the candidate wishes phatographs to be used on the ballot boxés)
not exceeding in size six inches by six inches, as may be required by thes
Electoral Officer, for the purpose of display on the ballot bgxes on the day
of election, ’ i
(2) The Electoral Officer shall provide nomination papers and supply an
clector with such number of the nomination £ﬂpﬂni 58 he may require, snd-
at the request of a candidate, the candidate and his nominators being present,
he shall complete any siich nomination paper on such candidate’s A
(3) A candidate or one of the persons nominating him shall personally
Breaen: the nomination paper at the place appointed by the Electoral Officer,
y the dats and not later than Kha time prescribed by the Electoral Officer.

46. (1) Every candidate shallibe nominated by two persons whose names
appesr on the Register of Elcctjrs for the constituency in respect of which
the nomination is put forward, :

(2) No person shall sign as a nominator more than one valid nomination
paper at the same election, und if he does so his signature shall be inoperative
on any second or subsequent paper which he signs as 2 nominator :  Provided
that tor the Ipurposc of this paragraph no account shall be taken of the
nomination of any candidate who has died or withdrawn ot whose nomination
has not been accepted as valid before the delivery of the second nomination
paper.

42, (1) Every candidate shall, before his nomination paper is delivered to
the Electoral Oflicer, deposit or cause to be deposited in any convenient
Government 'I'rtaauxhto the credit of the Government of the Federation
the sum of £25 and shall at the time of the delivery of his nomination paper
produce to the Electoral Officer the official receipt of such Treasury for the
said sum, and no homination shall be valid unless such deposit has been
~ made and such reccipt is produced.

(2) The deposit shall be returned to the candidate or his personal
representatives if—- T

(#) he dies before the date of the clection, or - _ J
(8) there is no contested election, or .
(¢) a contested election i declated void, or - 7
(d) he withdraws his candidature in due time, or <

?:) in any contested election he is suctessful or abtains not Jess than one-
-~ fifth of the total number of votes cast in the constituency. Tt
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(3) Any deposit which is not returnable shall be psid into the general

. ' revenue of the ngmtion.

"43. (1) When any nomination paper is delivered and a déposit is made in
wrdgn)i:e \ﬁﬁl-thjt:m .rcgtﬂationg t,t: candidate shall bcmed to stand

' nominated unless and until the Electoral Officer decides that the nominstion

paper is invalid or proof is given to the satisfaction of the Elccroral Officer of

‘ the candidate’s death or he withdraws in accordance with these

(2) The El Officer shall be entitled to hold the nomination paper

 invalid only on ofle or more of the following groinds—

(@) that the particulars of the candidate or his nominators are not 36
required by lawgor o X
(0) that the paper is ngt signed as requited by law, or
(¢) that the nominators of the candidate or one or any of them are not
persons whose names appear om the register of electors in respect of the
appropriate constitupncy. . :
(3) The Electoral Officer’s decision that the candidate has been validly
nominated shall be final and shall not be questioned in any legal proceedings,
(4) Whenever the Eléctoral Officer decides that & candidate has not been
validly nominated he shall endorse and sign on the nomination paper the
fact and reasons for his decition and such decision shall only be subject 1o

review on an election petition 28 provided for in these regulations.
(5) The Eletoral Officer shall within 24 hours of the receipt of 2 nomios-

‘ tion paper communicate to the candidate in the form in writing
- his decision as to the validity or otherwise of such nomination.

(6) A candidate whose first nomination paper is or tnay be igvalid shall be
permitted to submit a second nomination paper within the time allowed.

49, The Electoral Officer shall at Teast 9 days before the date appointed

for the election publish a statement of the full names of all persons standmg
nominated and of the persons nominating them and their respective addresses

" and occupations, b .di;phyzgimmﬁngn_:pumﬂa the place

or places appointed for the delivery of nomination papess.
50. Any candidate may withdraw from his candidature by notice in writing
signed by himself and delivered by himself or one of the persons nominati

" him to the Electoral Officer at any time not later than seven days before the
i ¢lection, w:llld the Electoral Officer shall thereupon publish notification of such
g mthd:l * 5

51, If after the;bhmt time for the delivery of the nomination mﬁv bg: -

! before the commencement of the poll a2 nominated candidate

Electorat Officer shall upon being satisfied of the fuct of death countermand
the poll, and the Electoral Commission shall appoint some other coavenicat
date for the election in that constituency. '

52. A candidate who has been nominated in accordance with-the correct
procedure, but has been nominated for more than one constituency, must
withdraw from his candidature in all such constituencics except one, and if
he does not so withdraw he shall be deemed to huve withdrawn from his
candidature in all such constituencies. '

53, (1) If after the latest time for the delivery of the nomination papers and
for the withdrawal of candidates there is more than one person standing
nominated a poll shall take place as provided for in these regulations.



et

(2) If after the expiration of such time there“is only one A:erson whose '
name is validly nominated that person shall be declared elected, i

54. Where a person is declared elected under the provisions of regulation

53 a certificate of return shall be issued and delivered and the fesuit of the -

¢lection shall be published in the manner provided for in Part VI,

55, Where no candidate remains nominaged on the date appointed for the
election the Electoral Commission shall fix g date for another election, --

(B)--Comested‘-'Efcm‘o}u, ‘General

56, In sny contested clection, the votes shall be given by ballot in cach
constituency and the results shall be nscertained by counting the votes given
to each candidate, and the candidate to whom the majority of votes has/been

i

given shall be declared elected, e : ,
" i
57, (1) When an election has to take place, the Electoral Officer shall
::Epo'mf a sufficient number of polling stations in the constituency and allot
¢ clectors in the constituency amongst such polling stations. !

~ (2) Unless the Electoral Commission in any casc otherwise dim:t:;:k the
Electoral Officer shall appoint at least one polling station in respect of each
registration area and shall allot the electors in-such registration area to the
appropriate polling station. ' ;

58. (1) In respect of cach polling station there shall be such nuniber of
polling officers :ﬁpointcd under regulation 13 as may be necessary to assist
at the taking of the poll, : -

Q One of such polling officers shall be nominated by the Electoral Officer
to be in charge of the polling station and shall be known as the Presiding
Ofﬁgﬂ'. W .

(3 A goﬂinﬁﬂicer mgy’be authorised' by the Presiding Officer to do any
act which the Presiding Officer is required or authorised to do at a polling
station, except that he may not order the arrest of any person or the exclusion
or removal of any person from the polling station, '

" 59, T Electoral Officer shall—

(a) ensure that in egch polling station there is a compartment in which
voters can cast their vbtes screened from observation ;

(b) furnish each Presiding ‘Officer with such number of ballot boxes
(and photographa in respect of such ballot boxes in the case of candidates
who have provided the same) and such ballot papers under sealed covers as”
may be necessary ; i

(cl provide each polling station with instruments for making an official
mark on the ballot papers and with pads impregnated with indelible ink of
a distinctive colour ; : .

(d) provide each polling station with copies of the Register of Electors for
the constituency, or that part of the Register which contains the names of
the electors allotted to vote at the polling station ;

(c). do such other acts and things as may be neceasary for conducting the
election in the manner provided for by these regulations,

—

. .

*

&
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60. (1) The Electoral Officer shall allot a distinctive symbol to cach
candidate having regard to the preference expressed by such candidate :
Provided however that where a symbol is registered by a political party in
accordance with regulation 141 the Electoral Officer shall allot that symbo! to
dny candidate sponsored by that prrty. .

2) If any queaﬁmaﬁsuntowh&therorngtamdidmhs{mmedbya
political party; it shall be referred to and determined by the Electoral Com-

mission whose decision shall be final, Before making a decision the Electoral
Commission shall so far as it appears practicable consult the leader or secretary

- of the political party concerned.

61, ‘The ballot ‘boxes shall be so constructed that & ballot papers may be -

put therein by & voter but may not be withdeawn by him-or by a su
votet, :

62. Every ballot paper shall be in a form prescribed by the Electoral
Commission and shall— : ‘

. (@) haveaserial number printed or stamped on the back,

(5) be attached to a counterfoil bearing the same serial pumber as
punted or stamped on the back of the ballot paper.

63. (1) Each candidate may appoint two persons {referred fo in these
regulations Ilin 1s) to attend at each polling station in the consti-
mﬁzy for :?ﬁpcg hegx:‘fe;m}ﬁdate. . ' :

(2) The duties of pblling agents may be laid down by the Electoral Com-|
mission, _

{3) Notice in writing of the appointment of such polling agenta stating their
mm}es andwddras;,n;go'getherﬁththe ling muonmwﬁgchhaibomi
assigned, shall be given by the cmdicﬁotc to the Electoral Officer no ater
than 3 days before the day fixed for the election,

" {4) If any polling agent dies.or besomes incapable of dcting as such, the -

Noticé of
batlot:

date may appoint another polling agent in his place and shall forthwith
give to the Electoral Officer notice irﬁwiﬁng of the name and dddress of the

polling agent so appointed,
~ (5) A-candidate, with or without his agent, may (o any act or thing which
his agent ia.a_uthurised to do under these regulations, -

64. The Electoral Officer shall, on or before the sixth day before the day of
<iection, cause to be published in every registration area in such manner 28 he
may think fit 2 notice specifying-- o

{a) the day and hours fixed for the poll ; -

(5) the full names, arranged in alphabetical order of the sumnames, places
of residence and occupations of the candidates remaining nominated and
the symbols he has allotted to such candidates ;
~ {c) the limitsiof the registration area and.an indication of the persons
entitled to vote therein, :

(d) the situstion of the polling station or stations in each registration area.
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(C)—The day of the Election

65, 'The hours fixed for the taking of the poll shall nortally be from
7.0 a.m, to 6.0 p.m., but shall be a period of not less than 8 hours and subject
to the pravisions of rcgulation 87:shall be a continuous period, and varying
&qgacog: may be preseribed in respect of different constituencies or parts of

i {3 4 * :

66, g‘g"l‘he Presiding Officer shall cause to be placed at the polling station
ballot boxes equivalent in number to the number of candidates remaining
nominated. . _

(2) Each ballot box shall be clearly and durably marked with the candidate’s
name (and shall bear & hutograpK of the candidate in a case where the
candidate has provided the same) and shall have the symbol allotted to him

stencilled or painted upon all sides, - - :

(3) 'The ballot boxes shall be shown to such persons as may be present to be
ao&repmd and to be empty before being locked and sealed and plated in the
polling atation and before any voting commences, and at the same time the
sealed packets of ballot papers shall be opened in the presence of such persons
who shall be entitled to inspect therm.

4) When in use for voting the ballot boxes_shall be at least one foot awa;

fro{n? each other and Ihlll‘tg;glcrccncd from S?afamm by all persons othcyr

. than the voter casting liin voto,

(8) 'The ballot boxes shall be placed so that they are clearly visible toelectors
entering the compartment and shall be as far as possible equidistant from the _
eptrance to the compartment where they are placed and facing it and they :
shall be fixed in such position so that they cannot be moved during the hours

of voting, :

67. (1) Every elector desiring to cast his vota shall'present himself to a  Issue of
polling officer at the polling statign in the registration area in which he is  ballot
registered as being entitled to vote and the polling officer, after satisfying - peper.
himeelf that such elector is & person whose name appears on the Register’ of
Electors in relation to that registration area, and that he has not already voted,
shall deliver to him a ballot paper.. - -

(2) The production to a polling officer of a registration card issued in ’
accordance with regulation 28 shall entitle the holder 6 be dealt with by the
polling officer prior to any voter then present who is unable to present hig card, -
and such card may be accepted by the polling officer s prima facie evidence -
of the registration of such voter. L

(3) Before delivering a ballot paper to a voter, the Presiding Officer (but
not any other polling ofﬁcex?, may require the voter to submit to being
searched in private by the polling officer or by a person gppointed by hinr for
the purposs of cnsuring that no ballot paper or papers relating to the election
are slready in his possession, and if the voter in such case does not submit to a o
scarch he shall not be entitled to reccive a ballot paper.. Provided however
that no female voter shall be scarched exceptbyafemale- .z = .

68, Immediately before the polling officer delivers a ballot paper to a voter—  Marking

() the hallot paper shall be marked or punched with an official~sgetet~ ggg;ﬂ"c‘m'

mark, and shown to the polling agents who are present. - ix |
() the number, name, address and occupation of the voter as stated in
the Register of Electors or part thereof shall be called dut ; g

(2‘ the number of the voter in the 'Regiriﬂf Electors shall be marked
on t : _

¢ counterfoil ;

\
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(d) a mark shall be placed against the number of the voter in the copy
of the Register of Electors or patt thercof to denote that the ballot paper
hias been received by the elector but without stating the serial number of
theballot paper which has béen received, and -
(&) a date stamp or other mark shall be placed on the registration card
to preventits second use at that election. :

69. A polling officer may, and shall if required by a candidate or a polling
agent, put to a voter applying for a ballot paper, at the time of his apphication
but not afterwards, the following questions or either of them—

a) “Are you the person who is om the Register of Electors as followss. . . .8

(réu{ing th?gupy of {he:z;; m‘;ho:Regmequ??r ol i d

b) “Have you already voted at the present election ab this or any ofher

polling station 7" S a
70, Immediately before casting his vote, a voter shall submit to haying
the ball of his left thumb or the outer edge of the lower part of his left forc-
finger (whichever the Electoral Officer may prescribe) marked with ink
sufficiently indelible to leave 2 mark for a period of approximately 10 hours.

“71. A voter on receiving & ballot paper shall go immediately into 8 screencd
compartment in the polling station and shall there sccretly cast his vote by
p his batlot paper in the ballot box of his choice, and shiall Jeave the
compartment without delay,

72. A voter shall not vote for more candidates than one nor record more

than one vote in favour of any candidate,

73. {1) A votér shall not place on the ballot ¢ ', any writing or mark
wbichge)mybeidenﬁﬁgg._p p.m ywre l:y

@) For thepn.fpm of this regulation 2 fingerprint reiﬁlﬁng fmmthi:

' ;tgtnhiﬁ'of the thumb or forefinger of the voter in avcordance with régulation

I not be regarded as a mark of identification. _'

74, A voter who has accidentally dealt with his ballot paper in such

manner that it may not be conveniently used zs a ballot paper may, on

delivering such hallot paper to the Presiding Officer, and after satisfying

the Presiding Officer that the ballot paper has been spoilt by accident, -

obtain: another ballot m&r in place of the ballot paper delivered up, and
shull be immediately cancelled.

75, A voter who is unable to distinguish symbols or who suffers from
blindness or from any other physical disability may be accompanied by
such friend or relative as he may choose, who shall, after informing the
Presiding Officer, be permitted in the presence of the voter alone, to place
the ballot paper in the ballot box nominated by the voter.

76, A vote may not be recorded by an clector except by his attending in
person at the polling station and recording his vote in accordance with
theseregulations. - : :

77. Bubject to the provisions of regulation 50 no person shall be permitted
to vote at any polling station uther than the vne to which he is allotted.
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(DYy—Voting of Persons on Duty at Polling Stations

78, A‘(i) So far as practicable election jofficers and pohce officers on duty at
polling gtations shall not be allocated fo polling stations,at which they are
entitled to vote, s : il

() Election ol’ﬁcéra and police officers on duty at polling stations at which
they nre registered ns entitled to vote shall so inform the Presiding’ Officer
whao shall himself supervise the formalities necessary for the casting of their
votes. S ;

(3) A Presiding Officer on duty at a polling station at which he is registered
us entitled-to vote shall before the day of the election iriform the Electoral
Officer who shall supervise the formalities necessary for the casting of such
Pr?iding Oficer’s vote or nominate a polling officer or some other person so
to uo, . B

79. An election officer or; police officer on duty at a polling station shall, if
the poiling station at which(stich officer is re tered as entitled to vote is not
an unreasonable distance away, be permitted to leave the polling station at
which he is on duty in order 10 cast his vote, if the Presiding ©fficer considers
that &t some time on the day of the clection that will befreasonable and
convenient, - 5 . o

80, (1) Where complinnce with paragraph (1) of régulation 78 or with
regulat‘i:gl 79 is not Eﬁqﬁcable, Bﬂt b%rtE pcfllgng sul:‘tgions concerned are
within the same conatitdency, the Presiding Officer in charge of the polling
station where such officer is registered as being entitled to vote, shall issue a
certificate of polling duties in the prescribed form, and such latter Presiding
Officer may issue in exchange a certified extract in the prescribed form of the

~ Register of Elcctors or part thereof in his custody,

{2) Upon issue of a certified extract by a Presiding Officer he shall mark
the Register of Electors or part thereof’in his custody with some appropriate

I

mark and shall proceed as though the officer concerned had cast his vote, -

and shall retsin the certificate of polling duties which he has received, for
delivery with other,election papers in accordance with regulation 89,

(3) Upon receipt of a certified extract from another polling station, a
Presiding Officer shall treat the particulars in such certificate as an addition
to the Register of Electors ar part thereof in his custody, and the procedure

sct out-in regulation 67 to 76 shall be Tollowed accordingly to enable any
officer whoae particulars are included in such certificate to vote at the pollifig-

station at which they are on duty. 'The Presiding Officer shall retain such
certified extract for delivery with other election papers in accordance with
Rguhtlon 89, - e O - 5 ' :

(E)~-Irregularities at Election

8. Ifst the tim¢ a person. apf:lies for a ballot page_.r, orfafter he has applied
~and before he has le } the po!

ling station, a polling agent declares to the
Presiding Officer that he has reasonable cause to believe that the:applicant
lins committed an offence of impersonation and undertakes to substantiate

the chatge in a court of law, the Presiding Officer (but not any other polling
ofﬁcc_:? may order a ﬁoiice officer to arrest such person, and the order of the
Presiding Officer shall be sufficient authority for the pTlice officer so to do.

—~—
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82. Any person in respect of whom a polling agent makes such a declaration
shall not, by reason thereof, be prevented from voting but the Presiding
Qfficer shall cause the words “protested against for impersonation” to be
g]nmd sgainst that name in the marked copy of the Register of Electors:

rovided that where a person in respect of whom such declaration is made
admits to the Presiding Officer that he is not the f:‘mn he holds himaelf
out to be, he shall not be itted to wote if he has not siready done 30,
and if he has already voted the Presiding Officer shall make s note of the
number ‘of the ballot paper delivered to him, and upon the count being -
taken, such ballot paper shall be invalid. ; :

' ﬁ.'ApmanmeepmﬁﬁomofrcguhﬁmSI:haﬂbedmd
to be a person taken into custody by a police officer for an offence in respect of
which he may be arrested without z warrant. '

ot :

84. (1) If a person representing himself to be an elector named in the
Register of Electors applies for z ballot paper aftér another person has voted
in such name, the applicant shall, upon giving satisfactory answers to 20y
questions put to him by a polling officer, be entitled to receive & ballot
in the same manner as any other elector but such ballot paper :
referred to as the tendéred ballot paper) shall be of & colour different from
the ordinary ballot papers and instead of being put into the ballot box shall
be given to the Presiding Officer and endorsed by him with the name of the
voter and his number in the Register of Electors. . :

(Z)Itshal_!thenhe_muidninmdmcewiththewishuofﬂnpm
vnﬁ,:g'inoncofsnumbcrofacpantcpuhuuchofwhichshﬂ
to and bear the same symbol as the appropriate baliot boxes, but shall not be
opened by the Electoral Officer. The name of the clector and his number in
the Register of Electors shall be entered on & list to'be called the tendered
:fot?li;tand!hisﬁstahaubepmduudinmykgﬂpmoedﬂmpmmt
of the election. e . \

isls‘ The I’r&ﬁdjnﬁﬂin:f :[1:;‘1“ rc&lulntc the sdmission of z:tm to the
ing station an exclu other persons except candidates, polling
p’a;ent!g,'_‘ thoﬁmmdﬁnyo&upmwhohuﬁmmbe
admmeg' and the Presiding Officer shall keep order and ensure compliance
with these regulations at the polling station. _

86. If anv person misconducts himself at » polling station or fails to obey
+any lawful order of the Presiding Officer he may by order of the Presiding
Officer (but not of any othér polling officer) be removed from thepolling
Station by a police officer or any other person authorised 50 to do in writing
by the Presiding Officer, A person so removed ghall not without the per-
_mission of the Presiding Officer again enter the polling station during the dsy
of the election. Any s0 removed may if charged ‘with sn offence in
such station be deemied to be :Pcmukmimo-mdy'byn-poﬁccoﬁm ’
for an offence in respect of which he may be arrested without 2 warrant:
Provided that the provisions in this regulation shall not be exercised 30 23
to prevent any voter who is otherwise entitled to vote st & polling sation
from having the opportunity of so voting. : *
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87, (1) When the proceedings at any polling station are interrupted or
~ obatructed by riot or open violence, the Presiding Officer may adjourn the
_proceedings until later in the day or until the following day and, after takin
" such precautions as are necesss eguard the ballot boxes and papers

ui-ytosnf
other eclection requisites shall forthwith give notice to the Electoral Officer

= to this effect who shall notify the Electoral Commission. -

(2) When the poll is adjourned atany polling station—
(a) tha hours of polling on the day to which it is adjourncd shall be the
same as for the original day, ' F
(6) reference in these proposals to the closing of the poll shall be
construed sccordingly. . 5

PART VII.—TEerMINATION OF ELECcTION, COUNTING, ETC. - -
88, When the prescribed hour for the closing of the poll has been reached,
the Presiding Ot%ccr shall declare that o more persons shall be admitted
to the polling station and thercafter only the persons already inside the
Eglling station, or in the immediste vicinity waiting to edter and vote, shall

‘permitted to vote. : d v
89. (1) As soon as practicable after the termination of voting the Presiding
Officer shall in the presence of any polling agents in attendance, make up
into separate packets scaled with hia own seal and marked for identification—

(a) each ballot box in use at his pollin%:ﬁntion unopened and sealed so
a8 to prevent introduction of additional ballot papers ; \

(b) the marked copy of tho rcgister of clectors, together with an
certifiecd extracts of the Register which he has reccived from other Presicﬁ
ing Officera under regulation 80 § :

(¢) the counterfoils of the used ballot papers ;

~ (d) the tendered ballot paperdi te pnckefs:i rclatiné to each -
candidate ' _

(#) the tendered votes list ; e

(f) the unused and spoilt ballot papers placed together; .

{2) the statement of the ballot papers which were noted invalid ;

(A) any certificates of polling officers’ duties he has received from other
- Presiding Officers under regulation 80 ; : =
and shall deliver the packets to the Returning Officer.

) 'SZ) Any ballot papers which are left in the compartment used for voting -
an
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which are not inserted in a ballot box shall be cancelled by the Presiding

Officer and shall be delivered to the Returning Officer sealed up separately,

V' (3) "The packet shall be accemrpmﬁed by a statemet to be called the ballot
papers account prepared by the Presiding Officer stating— e -
(a) () the number of ballot papers entrusted to him ;
(i) the number of spoilt ballot papets ;

(#i%) the number of unused ballot papers ;

(iv) the :number of ballot papers cancelled as being found in the
voting compartment outside the ballot boxes ;

(6) the number of tendered ballot papers;
(c) the number of persons marked on the Register of Electors (including

any additions deemed to be made thereto in accordance with regulation
soyu having been issued with a ballg“:papq-.\\ . %
V.

=
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(4) After the ballot papers account has been made up and before the packet
is sealed up for delivety to the Returning Officer, any candidate or his polling
‘agent miay verify the ballot papers account, and any candidate or polling
agent by whom such verification is made shall sign his name on the ballot
papers account. ' . - .

Counting 0. (1) Each candidate may appoint no more thm'_f-two persons (herein-
agente. after referred to as counting agents) to attend at the counting of the votes,
(2) Notice in writing of the appointment stating the names and addresses
of the counting agents shall be given by the candidate to the Retuming
Officer not fater than one day before the day of the clection and the Returning
Officer may refuse to admit to the place where the votes are counted sy -
person purporting to be.a counting agent in respect of whom no such notice
has been given. Y _
(3) If a counting ageng, dics, or becomes incapable of acting as such, a
candidate may aPpoint another counting agent in his place and ;ﬁc candidate .
shall immediately notify ‘the Returning Officer in writing of the name and ~ -
. address of the counting agent so appointed. -
Counting 9f. (1) The Returning Officer shall make arrangements for counting the
of mes. votes at 2 place to be determined by him in the presence of .mg!mdm
or counting agents who wish o be present as soon s pructicable after the

termination of the voting and shall, 2s far as practicable, proceed conti-
nuously with the counting, allowing only reasonable time for refreshment,

until it js completed.

(2) The Rcmminiomccr may if he thinks fit authoise ray of his sseis-
tants (but no candidate or agent of a candidate) to supervise the counting
of the votes and certify the same. - '

3) Except with the consent of the Returning Officer, who shall have sole
chgr)ge o?cpd:pmmunﬁhg, no “person other than thcwﬁ'ntuming Officer; his
assistants, the candidates and their counting sgents may be present at the
counting of the votes, kL .

i

Method of 92, (1) The Rctumil;ﬁlomm shall, in the presence of any candidates or
eountng. counting agents who wish to he present, open tach ballot box oae by oo,
He shall then proceed to count the ballot in the boxes and ahall recond
the total number of votes cast in favour of the candidate whose symbol is
marked on the ballot box concerned. While counting the ballot papers the-

Returning Officer shall keep the ballot papers with their face upwards.
(2) Any ballot paper which does not bear the official mark shall not be

. counted.
4 ba{ls.)' The Returning Officer shall endorse the word “rejactad” on any
ot paper which under the provisions of paragraph 2 is not to be counted.
. (4) The Returning Officer shall add to such endorsement the words
“rejection objected 1o if an objection to his decision is made by any counting

agent. ;

Statement 93. The Returning Officer shall then preparc a statement showing the
of rejected  pumber of billot papers rejected and shall on request allow any counting
S agent to copy the statement. No candidate or counting agent shall record

the number of any rejected ballot peper which he sees during the counting.





































































